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Pilots and air controllers to be tested for drink 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

The police are to be given new pow- 
ers to test pilots, air-traffic con- 
trollers and maintenance engineers. 
Tor alcohol and drug abuse. 

The Department of Transport ini- 
tiative comes after concerns that avi- 
ation workers, including 4I.IHK» 
commercial and private pilots, may 
be operating while under the influ- 
ence of drink or drugs. At present the 
police have no power to breathalyse 


or take a blood sample from a pilot 
or air-traffic controller. 

A limit of about 2Umg of alcohol 
per lUOml of blood will be used - 
equivalent to about one glass of 
wine or half a pint of lager - which 
is effectively a zero tolerance level. 
The DuT has yet to finalise the de- 
tails hut they have told police chiefs 
that they intend to introduce the 
changes later in the year. 

Drinking is thought to be a bigger 
problem than drug-taking in the avi- 
ation world, which can involve ex- 


treme pressure and long hours. A 
DoT consultative paper "says: “The 
CAA [Civil Aviation Authority] be- 
lieve that alcohol is a cnntrihutoiy fac- 
tor in a number of aircraft accident* 
each year. However, the true scope 
of the problem is hard to assess in the 
absence of icsting.” 

At any one time, between 40 and 
50 professional pilots are being coun- 
selled by the CAA for alcohol relat- 
ed problems. Since 1476 there have 
been nine known cases where pilots 
were drunk while firing a light aircraft 


- in four they crashed and were killed. 
There have been two known incidents 
involving drunken commercial pilots, 
although both were prevented from 
flying. In the past eight years the CAA 
hus been notified of eight cases of 
drug use. all involving cannabis. 


requires all member countries to en- 
sure that by April 1999 flight crews 
do not work with more than 2llmg of 
alcohol to IftOml blood. 

Police officers are expected to use 
their new powers in two key areas - 
when thev attends an air accident and 
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The new powers are to target believe that a person has been drink- 
■itain’s 29.1 Kitt private pilots. 1 1 .Si' it) ing or taking drugs, and when they be- 
immercial pilots. I.9ui) air- traffic lieve that an offence is about to be 


Britain's 29.1 KK) private pilots. 1 l.SfH 
commercial piloLs. i.9ui> air- traffic 
controllers and 15.lX.il > maintenance, 
engineers. They have been prompt 
ed bv the need to comply with a Eu 
ropean Union directive which 


committed, for example if a pilot has 
been drinking in a bar shortly before 
an aircraft takes off. Random testing 
will not take place. 


Doctors 

reveal 

NHSis 
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Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The National Health Service is 


waiting for 18 months for treat- 
ment, the limit under the Gov- 
ernment’s Patient's Charter. 
Wales: Four major hospitals 


-=:-5::c:5. 
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in the midst of a winter crisis of closed to non-emergency cases 
delays to operations and ward because of the winter weather 


resell. 
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and hospital closures, according 
to a leaked paper drawn up for 
doctors’ leaders yesterday. 

Labour called for an emer- 
gency Commons statement 
from" the Secretary of State for 
Health, Stephen Dorrell, as 
Britain experienced snow and 
freezing conditions, with acci- 
dent and emergency centres 


and flu epidemic. 

South London: 24 patients wait- 
ing on trolleys in Accident and 
Emergency in the early morn- 
ing, with no prospect of being 
admitted until the afternoon at 
the earliest. 

East London: No elective 
surgery or routine work until af- 
ter April 1997 outside the three 


across Britain reporting rapid .Tower Hamlets hospitals 
increases in deman d, leaving (Homerton. Royal, and 






many stretched to the limit and 
some unable to cope. 

Hospitals are telling GPs not 
|u to refer any more patients un- 
“ . id April when money comes 
available for the next financial 
.. fi. -ar. 

. .• In response, some GPs are 
” .idvising patients to refer them- 
selves to accident departments. 
■S The flu epidemic has also added 
j to the strain on the NHS, with 
more patients, and staff going 
down sick at the busiest times. 

The crisis is certain to be- 
come part of the general eiec- 
£ tion battle. Labour have 
guaranteed to match the £1 .2bn 
,. . increase , for the NHS next year, 

, but have refused to make 
^ pledges, about more money for 
future years! 

BMA sources said they be- 
lieved the crisis was probably the 
worst to - - hit the NHS in a 
6^ 1 decade. - 

j Although if was made worse 
byihc flu epidemic, the core 
problem, doctors believe, is a 
i chronic shortage of resources, 
in spite of an extra £25 rn in- 
jected into the health service on 
\ Christmas eve by Mr Dorrell to 
|hy to avert a crisis. 
p Chris Smith; shadow Health 
['Secretary, said the report made 
t‘ “chilling reading". And he 
\adcfed: “It shows that, whatev- 
er the claims made by the Gov- 
ernment. the reality is a health 
Service under massive pressure, 
by funding difficulties 
land sfipping into crisis. 

|T The BMA is seeking an ur- 
gent meeting with Mr Dorrell 


Newham ) to improve financial 
viability of these three trusts by 
referring all cases to them. 
Leeds: no more elective gy- 
naecology work for next few 
months.' Bed crises mean that 
beds in specialist units have to 
borrowed for emergencies. 
North Staffordshire Trust: 
A&E department - admissions 
and sickness forced a consultant 
to work without a break for 36 
hours from Monday rooming to 
2 pm on Tuesday. 

The cuts in elective treat- 
ments are also having a “major 
impact” on medical students in 
training. The chairman of the 
medical students committee 
started a three-week placement 
at Barts/Royal London lu find 
paediatric A&E and other 
wards closed. 

A BMA spokesman said: 
“We are taking it very serious- 
ly. Last October we warned drat 
the light was at amber and if it 
got worse, it would be at red. 
The red lights are now on. 

‘‘People are waiting in am- 
bulances because there are no 
beds. In Nottingham, the short- 
ages are in crisis proportions. 
Letters have gone out virtual- 
ly stopping everything. _ 

“We are getting reports from 
of crisis in other parts of the 
country almost daily. 

Gerry Malone, the Health 
Minister, said last night “Wh an- 
ticipated the harsh winter and 
that is why wc‘ implemented a 
plan of action and provided ad- 
ditional money lor extra ser- 

“II is nonsensical for the 
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Peter Sharpe. Chief ConstaMc ot 
l l.'ritiird>hiro and head ol the An- 
Mvidiirn *n' Chief Police Officer"* 
unrking party on the issue, ^aid: “At 
the moment \ve cannot take .« breath 
test unless the subject agrees solun- 
larih . We believe the new pi hi or will 
he useful to help deal with allegations 
or accidents where alcohol is belie - , ed 
to he imiihed." 

■\ DoT spokesman said: "It seems 
odd that there is no limit ai the mo- 
ment. It will be some time before 
there is jn\ announeemeni." 
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Blockade threat in 
Med’s missile crisis 


QUICKLY 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

Turkey threatened yesLerday to 
blockade Cyprus and even 
launch a mifitaiy strike if the 
island's internationally recog- 
nised Greek Cypriot govern- 
ment went ahead with a widely 
criticised plan to deploy Russ- 
ian anti-aircraft missies. “Those 
who play with fire have to take 
responsibility for their actions,” 
said Turkey's' Defence Minister, 
Turhan Tayan. 

“We are strongly against 
these missil es going to the is- 
land. We will use all our capa- 
bilities to prevent it," he added. 

The Cyprus government an- 
nounced last weekend that it was 
buying the S : 3M Russian 
surfbee-to-air missile system as 
a way of neutralising Turkey's 
Jong-held air superior? tycrver the 

island. The deal was immedi- 
ately criticised by the United 
Stales and Britain as likely to m- 



■y IS DOM instructed the Prime Mn-MI-gFJ ^TiriSsh sectors since 1974. 
^STadnAonlv urgent suracal jbu ^ I In the last few days, ibemis- 

«|ses and those who have Been in£ on Lhe NHS. 


sile crisis has blown up into Eu- 
rope's most serious risk of in- 
ternational confrontation for 
many years. This has coincided 
with a separate Greek-Turkish 
row over the ownership of dis- 
puted Islands in the Aegean Sea. 

Mr Tayan compared the 
Cyprus crisis with events in 
Cuba in 1962, when the US 
blockaded the island in re- 
sponse to the Soviet deployment 
of missiles there. But Turkey's 
state-run Anatolian news 
agency went further and sug- 
gested that the TUridsh aimed 
forces would launch a military 
strike against the missiles after 
Russia had delivered them. 

Greek Cypriot officials last 
night tried to play down the cri- 
sis, saying there was no fixed date 

for the deployment of the mis- 
siles. and that their purchase was 
intended primarily lo refocus in- 
ternational attention on the 
need to solve the Cyprus disjwte. 
The island has been divided 
into a Greek Cypriot south and 
a TUrkish-occupied north since 
1974, when Turkish forces in- 
vaded Cyprus in response to a 
pro-Greek coup aimed at unil- 


in«’ the island with Greece. 
Greece's Prime Minister, 
CosLns Simitis. appeared 
unconcerned about Lhe threats. 
“Turkish aggression has been ex- 
pressed for some time. We 
would be playing Turkey's game 
if we showed particular worry 
over this and were swept into an 
atmosphere of crisis," he said. 

Prospects for cooling the sit- 
uation depend heavily on a se- 
nior US diplomat, Carey 
Cavan a u oh, who is to visit 
Cyprus. Greece and Turkey 
from next Sunday. He is ex- 
pected to urge steps to lower the 
risk of conflict, including limits 
on Greek and Turkish military 
overflights of Cyprus. 

The Foreign Minister, Mal- 
colm Rifldnd. appealed to the 
Cyprus government Iasi month 
not to buy the missiles, saying 
the island was already one of lhe 
most dangerously militarised 
places on earth. But the Greek 
Cypriots retorted that the basic 
problems remained the pres- 
ence of 30,000 Turkish troops 
and the existence of a rogue 
Turkish Cypriot state that is 
recognised only by Turkey. 
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Neave inquiry 

A third social worker involved 
in the case of Rikki Neaw. 6, 
and his family was suspended as 
a report sirongh’ criticised Cam- 
bridgeshire County Council's 
care of the murdered boy and 
his family. Rage 4 

Sinatra in hospital 

Frank Sinatra was taken to 
hospital in Los Angeles after an 
apparent heart attack. The 
singer. Si. was in hospital two 
months ago for eight day's 
with a pinched nerve and mild 
pneumonia. 
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news 


Hotel breaks offer: 2 nights for the price of 1 


Get a free night’s bed and breakfast in one of our participating hotels when you pay for the first night 


Collect tour tokens from 
The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
from 11-19 January. 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 



INDEPENDENT 
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Full details and a list of participating Minotel hotels wB be printed on Sunday 12 January arid Monday 13 January. 


Some hotels will permit 
longer stays on the same 
basis: pay for two nights 
and stay for four etc. 
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Northumbria 
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There are many reasons to buy education: 
now we know you can buy exam grades 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Parents choose to buy education 
for their children for many rea- 
sons. Sometimes ii is family tra- 
dition. smaller classes and more 
individual luiiiixi; perhaps there 
is an element of social cachet or 
snobbery. 

They hope iheir children will 
also get belter examination re- 
sults. and yesterday came evi- 
dence that indeed" they do - 
even if they don’t deserve them. 

A report from government 
exam advisers found that A-iev- 
el English examiners awarded 
candidates bom top fee-paying 
schools higher grades than they 
deserved. Its "findings mean 
that some of the 5,0% candi- 


dates involved, almost all from 
fee-paying schools, may have se- 
cured university places which 
would otherwise have gone to 
comprehensive school pupils, 
Dr Nick late, the authority's 
chief executive, admitted. 

The report is the most damn- 
ing indictment of the conduct 
of an exam ever seen by officials 
at the School Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority. Candi- 
dates examined by the board 
included students from Win- 
chester, Eton and King's Col- 
lege School. Wimbledon. 

Overall, 60,000 candidates 
took A-level English. The report 
reveals that some of those en- 
tered with the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge Schools Exam Board 
last summer had their marks in- 


creased, not on the basis of what 
they had written, but because of 


the grade predictions made by 
cm 


their teachers. Exam boards 
use predictions to help sort out 
big discrepancies in marks. 

Dr late said the examiners in 
this case made a number of 
changes, which might amount to 
as much as two grades, without 
even looking at the scripts. In- 
stead, they relied on teacher 
predictions, knowledge of the 
schools and of individual ex- 
aminers. He said: “The way the 
exam process was conducted 
was unworthy of a reputable ex- 
amining board... 

“There is no evidence of col- 
lusion between the schools and 
the board but there is evidence 
of overgenerosity. Teachers’ 


grade predictions are a bit of in- 
formation to be taken into ac- 
count but they should not be the 
main factor.” 

The upgrading took place at 
the end of the exam process. In 
virtually all coses, the report says, 
the upgrading was unjusufied. 
“In one instance the marks giv- 
en to a candidate who had pro- 
duced extremely brief responses 
had been changed from 14 out 
of 60 to 40 out of 60- with no ap- 
parent justification.” 

The board's chief examiner in 
English, Dr John Saunders, who 
headed an 11 -strong team, re- 
signed last July. He said he was 
protesting against the imposition 
of new marking rules which pe- 
nalised gjfted candidates. 

Last night, he said: “The no- 


tion that we are going to give 
Eton everything we want is 
completely untrue. 

“This report is a slur on peo- 
ple of high integrity and pro- 
fessional experience. There was 
no upgrading of candidates on 
the basis of teachers predictions 
alone.” 

A spokesman for the Inde- 
pendent Schools Information 
Service said: “There’s no evi- 
dence of partiality to indepen- 
dent school candidates. The 
fact that the majority of candi- 
dates taking this syllabus were 
from independent schools is an 
historical accident." 

The board, which has merged 
with another and is now the Ox- 
ford and Cambridge Examina- 
tions and Assessment Council. 


said a new team of senior ex- 
aminers had been appointed for 
English and measures put in 
place to prevent a repetition of 
last summer's events. 

Dr late has asked the board 
to ensure that similar problems 
are not occurring in other sub- 
jects. The authority scrutinises 
about 10 per cent of exam syl- 
labuses each year. 

John Dunfbrd, former pres- 
ident of the Secondary Heads 
Association and bead of 
Durham Johnston School, in 
Dur ham, said: “I am appalled 
that my students may have been 
put at a disadvantage by this 
process. Candidates from one 
sector have been given an ad- 
vantage in the competitive 
world of university admissions.”. 



At ease: The Prince of Wales talking to Leading Wren Paula Trewin of HMS Illustrious on his visit to Portsmouth yesterday when he presented the Wilkinson Sword of 
Peace to the captains of two Royal Navy ships, the Illustrious and HMS Invincible Photograph: Neil Munn^RA 


Switch 


and save 



Transfer your existing 
credit card balance to 
Barclaycard and receive a 
refund of up to £150 


If you owe up to £$jooo on your credit cards and store 
cards, transfer to Barclaycard 
and we’ll reduce the amount you 
owe by 5 %. That’s a saving of £150 on 
a balance of £ 5 , 000 ! 

To find out how to make the switch 
and save up to £ 150 , call free 
on 0800 49 29 29 . 

You must quote 356 CXX when you call. 

Call free any time to find out more on 



0800 49 29 29 
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Whitehall accused of 
sabotaging openness 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


New civil service codes of 
conduct for the release of public 
information were attacked as 
“too restrictive” yesterday by the 
Campaign for Freedom of 
Information. 

The codes will make it more 
difficult for the Ombudsman to 
investigate in environmental 
cases, including the high 
charges for information relating 
to the BSE "mad cow” disease, 
and a total blanket has been 
throw n over information relat- 
ing to MIS. 

A member of the public was 
told he would have to pay over 
£6.000 under John Major's 


Open Government proposals if 
he insisting in demanding in- 
formation about the handling of 
“mad cow” disease by Tender- 
ers and incinerators. 

The high price of information 
was seen last night by the Cam- 
paign for Freedom of Infor- 
mation (CFI) as further 
evidence of the way that White- 
hall is breaking Lhe spirit of the 
Prime Minister's drive to make 
Government more open. 

The Ministry of .Agriculture 
told Alan Watson, from Gow- 
er, South Wales, that the infor- 
mation would cost £1.293. But 
the ministry might have to seek 
legal advice, which could push 
up the cost by £5.195. 

When Mr Watson, a civil en- 


gineer, complained to CFI in 
London, they took up his case 
with the ombudsman. But a new 
code of practice issued yester- 
day by Roger Freeman, the 
Cabinet minister with respon- 
sibility for the civil service, has 
made it worse. 

Maurice Frankel, director of 
the CFL said: “Until now, the 
ombudsman could ask for in- 
formation covered by the code 
of practice and he would be able 
to challenge it. But under the 
new code, that remedy has 
been removed.” 

The Government presented 
the axles as a modest tidying up 
measure, but the CFI believes 
that in the small print, they have 
lightened up the restrictions. 


significant shorts 


B^y, 15, falls 
through ice 
and (lies 


A teenage boy died yesterday 
after faHfi»g through ice on a 
pond. Peter Sinclair, 25, of 
Stevensron, Ayrshire, and his 
next-door-neighbour, John 

Wales, 13, had been frying to 
retrieve golf balls- at 
Auchenbaxvie golf course 
when Peter ventured out on 
to the ice and fell through. 

Six pensioners who were - 
golfing shouted at him to fry 
and swim to an island but as 
he fried to clamber back on 
the ice, he slipped back in 
and disappeared. 

Firefighters were swiftly on 
the scene and one who went 
to save the boy said he 
probably slipped to his death 
less than a minute before 
they arrived. Charles Bell, 
dressed only in standard 
firefighting kit, waded up to 
his neck but failed to find 
him- His body was retrieved 
later 


Burned-out 
Mirren 
wants to quit 


Plan to tempt 
tired heads 


Helen Mirren plans to quit 
acting because she is “sick" 
of being driven by ambition, 
she said last-night. The Prime 
Suspect star is thinking of ‘ 
spending the rest of her days 
quietly in the English 
countryside painting 
landscapes. 

“I want to retire quite 
soon. I do not think I want 
my career to go on and on.” 
she said in an interview with 
the comedienne Ruby Wax. 
“I’m sick of the ambition. I'm 
so sick of the continual 
feeling of frustration, 
thinkin g ‘am 1 doing it right? 
I’m not doing it right. I'm 
terrible'. I want to live in the 
English countryside and paint 
bad pictures of horrible little 
landscapes.” 

Mirren, who now lives in 
the US, was attending the 
premiere in London last 
night of Some Mother’s Son, 
an account of the 1982 Maze 
Prison hunger strikes. 
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Burnt-out head teachers who 
seek early retirement could 
be encouraged to return to 
teaching until they reach 60 
under proposals from their 
local authority employers. 

The move would allow 
heads who no longer wanted 
the pressure of running a 
school the chance to stay on 
at work under less stressful 
conditions while also saving 
on pensions payments, the 
Local Government 
Education Employers said 
yesterday. 

The suggestion is part of a 
package of measures aimed 
at cutting the growing bill for 
teachers' pensions. In 
exchange for accepting some 
concessions, the authorities 
want Gillian Shephard 
Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment, 
to delay the introduction of 
new pensions rules from 
Easter until next September, 
though that is considered 
unlikely. There are fears that 
there will be an exodus of 
older staff before the 
deadline. Lucy Ward 


Abortion risk 
dismissed 


Having an abortion does not 
increase a woman’s chances 
of developing breast cancer, 
according to a “meta- 
analysis” of studies covering 
nearly 281,000 Danish 
women. The findings, 
reported in the New England 
Journal of Medicine, 
contradict claim made last 
October by four US scientists 
- three of them vocal 
opponents of abortion — to 
have found “overwhelming - 
evidence that women who 
terminate a pregnancy face 
an increased risk of breast 
cancer. Charles Arthur 
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£40m Oxford 
school rejected 


Tonsil test 
for CJD 


Doctors may be able to make 
an early diagnosis of the new 
strain of the brain disorder 
CreutzfeldL-Jakob Disease 
(CJD) by examining tonsil 
tissue, using a new test 
devised by British scientists. 

The “new variant** of CJD, 
which is thought to be caused 
by eating food contaminated 
with BSE, or mad cow 
disease, has so far affected 15 
people in the UK. 

Previously, the diagnosis 
has had to be made after 
death or by a brain biopsy, 
which is expensive and can be 
dangerous to the patient. 

Die new test, reported in 
the Lancet , follows work by 
John Collinge at St Maly’s 
Medical School in London 
and the CJD Surveillance 
Unit in Edinburgh Charles 
Arthur 


Controversial proposals to 
build a £40m business school 
on an Oxford University 
playing field were yesterday - 
ruled out by university 
authorities two months after 
a parliament of dons voted 
agains t the scheme. "Wafic 
Said, the Syrian-born 
entrepreneur offering half 
the cash for the project, has 
laid down a deadline of June 
this year for the university to 
find an alternative city-centre 
site. Lucy Ward 


Child hangs 


A 12-year-old boy died after 
being found h anging at his 
home, an inquest was told 
yesterday. David Tuck of 
Upton St Leonards, near 
Gloucester, was taken to h 
hospital, but attempts to 
revive him faded. The inquest 
was adjourned. 


Snake squad 


Bladtadder, the television anti- 
hero played by Rowan 
Atkinson, was adopted by the 
Ann/s Combat Service Support 
Group. Every soldier in it wffl 
wear “a wriggly black adder”. 
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SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412% of 
the raw material for UK 
in the first half of ±996 


Dead husband is to father twins 



A woman is expecting twins fol- 
lowing a controversial form of 
fertility treatment which used 
sperm from her husband ex- 
tracted before he died of 
cancer. 

The use of posthumous 
frozen sperm after cancer treat- 
ment is well-established, but 
success rates are low. Scientists 
say that a treatment, known as 
ICSI 1 intracytoplasmic sperm 
injection ), m which sperm is in- 
jected directly into the egg, of- 
fers a far greater chance of a 
viable pregnancy in these 
cases. 

The case, reported in the 
British Medical Journal, comes 
as Diane Blood, whose battle to 
have her dead husband's child 
has won widespread support of 
doctors and lhe public, an- 
nounced she wiil take her case 


As a woman is fertilised by her late partner’s sperm, 
experts say the law is confused, writes Liz Hunt 


to Lhe Court of Appeal on 
Monday. Mrs Blood, 31, whose 
husband slipped into a coma 
and died of meningitis before 
giving written permission for his 
sperm to be used, is challeng- 
ing a ruling by the Human Fer- 
tilisation a nd Embryology 
Authority (HFEA) - subse- 
quently upheld by the High 
Court - not to let her have fer- 
tility treatment here or abroad. 
• Mrs Blood's father, Michael 
McMahon, yesterday said his 
daughter had been advised by 
lawyers that she had a good le- 
gal case. She will be claiming the 
rulings were unreasonablerand 
that her rights under Euro- 


pean law superseded British le- 
gal restrictions. She will also ar- 
gue that when the sperm sample 
was taken from her husband he 
was still alive, and written con- 
sent should not have been nec- 
essary. Mr McMahon said: “She 
is very, very optimistic now, but 
ai the same time she’s terrified 
of losing at this stage. It means 
so much to her. 

Doctors and scientists from 
London, Swansea, and Tyne 
and Wear, involved in the twin 
pregnancy in the 36-year-old 
woman whose husband died of 
testicular cancer, say that a 
comparison of this 'and the 
Blood case shows the “limita- 


tions” of the law as it stands. 

They say that sperm collect- 
ed from an unconscious man - 
which the HFEA permits — 
cannot ever used for treatment 
unless he recovers. Written 
consent is needed prior to use 
of the sperm in fertility treat- 
ments. 

“As shown by our case, the 
HFEA is not opposed to post- 
humous assisted reproduction 
provided written consent is ob- 
tained. But death is seldom 
convenient,” the doctors write. 

“The comparison of the two 
cases shows the limitation of the 
current law, it is conveniently 
applicable in a chronic illness 


but not so in an acute illness.-;'; - 
Such inflexibility is germane to , i t. 
neither the human conditioas*. 
nor a rapidly ch a n gin g medical A 
field." . . 

In the same issue of 
BMJ. Professor Sir Dougl; 
Black, former chief-scientist fa- 
the Department of Heal 
between 1973-77, describi 
the decision to refuse Mral'E? 
Blood treatment, as “eorpo**^. 
rate tyranny.” - 

He writes: seems- to meg’- 

that this is a case in which 
distress and hardship-to an in -50 
dividual are glaringly obvious/ 
and the value to soefaty -*'mifl ' 
final. That view presu 
that legal and ethical prindp 
are contingent, and not. al 
solutes that need to be de 
fended at whatever cost t 
actual living people/ 
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f Thank God . . . it’s a miracle 




Shipwrecked 
Briton was 
losing hope 
of rescue 


THE RESCUE 


Ian Burrell 


JRTRECVg:, 

jteri* ft* UK 
tetfo* 19 96 



It was the thud of an Aust ralian 
fist on the carbon hull of Tony 
BuUimorc's overturned yacht 
that told him he was not going 
to die. 

•The British yachtsman bad 
spent four days and four nights 
in an air-pocket inside his cap- 
sized yachL praying that he 
would be saved. “I started 
shouting ‘I’m coming. I'm com- 
ing. coming'." he said. “It took 
a few seconds to get from one 
end of the boat to the other. 
Then 1 took a few deep breaths 
and I dived out of the boat." 

It was the culmination of 
one of the most dramatic sea 
rescues of all time- and a hero- 
ic survival in a cabin perched on 
boxes with “a little chocolate 
and a little water" and three feel 
of seawater lapping around him. 

The Briton had been strand- 
ed m one of the most treach- 
erous parts of the world, more 
than 1,500 miles from the Aus- 
tralian coast and 900 miles 
bom Antarctica. 

The conditions in which he 
had existed were the stuff of 

I. 

‘It was heaven 
. ^ I really never 
thought I would 
reach that far’ 

nightmares - solitude, pitch 
darkness, and absolute silence 
save for the sound of the icy wa- 
ters sloshing at his feet. 

Tossed around by giant 
waves, he nibbled pieces of 
chocolate and took breaths 
from a diminishing air supply. 

When BulJimore emerged 
into daylight early yesterday 
morning, the moment was al- 
most spiritual. "It was heaven, 
absolute heaven," he said. "I re- 
ally, really never thought I 
would reach that far. I was 
starting to look back over my life 
and was thinking. "Well, I’ve had 
a good life. I've done most of 
the things I had wanted to’. 

“If I was picking words to de- 
scribe it, it would be a miracle, 
anabsolute miracle." 
qpullimore said he felt he 
had been “bom all over again” 
and as he began his new life yes- 
terday, heading back to land on 
board the Australian frigate 
HMAS Adelaide, he had plen- 
ty of opportunity to thank those 
who had saved him. Adelaide's 
skipper Captain Raydoo Gates 
said the rescued sailor’s first 
words had been “Thank God” 
and “It’s a miracle". 

The Australian rescue team 
was first alerted to the Briton’s 
plight on Sunday, when a satel- 
lite distress signal was picked up 


from his yacht. Ende Chal- 
lenger. Winds of up to 55 knots 
had snapped the bout's keel and 
capsized iL To the very last, the 
rescuers were not sure if Bul- 
limore was still on board, float- 
ing on a life-rafL or lost for ever. 

Thierry Dubois, a Freneh 
yachtsman who like Bu Hi more 
was a competitor in the Vendee 
Globe round-i he- world race, 
had also sent a distress signal 
from the same area. 

In extreme weather condi- 
tions, an Australian Orion spot- 
ter plane scoured the icy 
expanse of the Southern Ocean 
for the two men and the HMAS 
Adelaide began its long rescue 
voyage from Penh, eventually 
picking up Dubois from a life- 
raft on Wednesday evening. 

Inside Bade Challenger , Bul- 
limore was doing his best to help 
the rescue. From his perch in an 
air vacuum at the lop of the 
boat's upturned hull, he re- 
peatedly dived into the icy wa- 
ters to harness his life-raft so 
that it would not drift away and 
deceive the rescuers. 

On Tuesday, however, the 
rescue operation was distract- 
ed when one of Baltimore's 
emergency beacons was de- 
tected some distance from the 
yachL But (he rescuers contin- 
ued to hope that the yachtsman 
had remained with his craft. 

At lam GMT yesterday, 
shortly after daybreak in the 
Southern Ocean, Adelaide 
reached the stricken yacht 
which had been sighted on 
Tuesday by the spotter plane but 
with no sign of life. 

Some of the crew were dis- 
patched in a dinghy and Bul- 
limore heard first the knocking 
on the hull and then the sound 
of voices. Plunging once again 
into the freezing waters, he 
swam for 15 seconds through 
the darkness before emerging 
from beneath the yachL Captain 
Gates said: “When he bobbed 
up alongside the yacht it was a 
tremendously exciting feeling 
throughout die ship." 

At Bulliniore’s home in Bris- 
tol, news of the rescue was 
greeted with the popping of 
champagne corks and tears of 
joy. "The old dog is alive. He’s 
bloody alive,” said his wife, 
LaJeL She said that despite the 
terrible anxiety of the past few 
days, she knew she could not 
stop her “stubborn" husband 
going to sea again. "He’s his own 
man. He will do what he wants 
to do. If he thinks he’s got to go 
on, then he goes on," she said. 

Although rescue co-ordina- 
tors in Australia said yesterday 
that they were not counting the 
cost of the operation, it is like- 
ly to be m the region of £lm, 
Eade Challenger , valued at 
£500,000, has been abandoned 
to a watery grave. 

Suzanne Moore, page 21 



‘This chap is not ordinary like you or me’ 


>ny] 

credible feat of endurance was 
an ability to remain calm and 
methodical in his thinking de- 
spite the most appalling cir- 
cumstances, writes lan 
BurrelL 

Trapped in darkness, with 
freezing waters lapping at his 
feet and buffeted by 60ft waves, 
he will have known only loo well 
that he was more than 1.000 
miles from the nearest land. 

Faced with the danger of be- 
ing dragged down with the 
boat, and the terrifying sounds 
of the yacht’s fittings coming 
loose and crashing down most 
people would have been tempt- 
ed to try and jump clear. 

Mr BuDimore’s sense of calm 
developed from years of solo 


THE SURVIVAL 


of the hull, in fact really at the 
top. where one of the windows 
bad come oul and it caused a 
vacuum. 

"The hole caused water to be 
sucked in and out at a colossal 
rate, causing a kind of Niagara 
Falls, but upside down. 

“1 had to find myself a spot 
as high up as possible and put 
nets around it so that 1 could 
crawl in there and lash myself 
in to get out of the water and 
to get away from everything." 

Dr Howard Oakley, head of 
survival and thermal medicine 
at the Institute of Naval Med- 
icine, Alverstoke, Hampshire, 
said keeping a dear head and 


have been able to look at out- 
side. so the movement he 
sensed would not be matched 
with visual stimulus. This is a 
classic situation that makes 
people motion sick." 

Yet even ihc discomfort of 
sea-sickness while drawing 
breath from a few feet of air be- 
tween ihe water level and what 


was once the bottom of the boat, 
could not break Mr Bullimore’s 
remarkable tenacity and spiriL 

“This chap is notan ordtnaiy 
person, like you or me,” said a 
clinical psychology EileeD 
Kennedy, from the Centre for 
Crisis Psychology in Skipton. 
North Yorkshire. 

"The kind of person who 
takes part in a solo yacht race 
like this is going to be someone 
very sure of their own skills and 
experience and who lives a bit 


on the edge - someone who wel- 
comes challenge and risk." 

The yachtsman said that dur- 
ing the ‘horrific, traumatic ex- 
perience" he was "hanging on 
in there and believing some- 
thing would happen and just 
fighting." 

Through four days of dark- 
ness and solitude, he depend- 
ed on "sheer determination, a 
little water, a little chocolate" 
to sustain him. 

Fellow solo yachtsmen, like 


Sir Robin Knox-Johnston. who 
described Mr Bullimorc as a 
“tough little bugger", were con- 
fident that he would survive. 

But even Mr Bullimore was 
at his endurance limiL 

“I only just made it because 
of weather conditions, 1 was de- 
teriorating at a reasonable 
rate." he said. “When 1 knew 
that the rescue was actually go- 
ing to happen, 1 cannot explain 
it. I feel ecstatic. I thought it 
would never happen." 


‘It was just determination, a 
little water, a little chocolate . . . 
hanging on in there’ 


yachting experience taught him 
otherwise. He stayed with the 
yacht and quickly took stock of 
the few straws available for 
him to cling to. 

Yesterday he described the 
horrific conditions he had en- 
dured in the creaking shell of 
theboaL 

“You’ve got about two-thirds 
of the hull filled with water. 
There was a hole in the bottom 


a sense of order were vital. 

He said that having decided 
to stay with the yachL Mr Bul- 
limore’s priorities were to acti- 
vate the distress beacon 
transmitter and to ensure he was 
getting enough air. 

As he perched in a makeshift 
hammock, frying to keep dry, 
Mr Bullimore was then alone 
with his thoughts, with nothing 
visible to focus on. 
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Amazing. 

Some health plans don’t fully cover 
surgeons’ fees. 




Alive and kicking: Bullimore swimming to safety after leaving the hull of his capsized yacht Photograph: Reuter 


Round-the-world organisers plan to 
tighten safety rules for competitors 


!, ii 




Stuart Alexander 

The Australian government has asked Jot 

assurances from the organs ere of f the j gru- 
efling rotmd-fte-world races that there 
fcS 3 S for anotherr^uet^emon 
the scale of the one that ended yerterttey. 
While the general consensus ^aithe 

Aisrafiaa Nswy and Airfon* fame : tad to* 

“valuable exercise ex P c T ei ^ ;r a "f 1 
priblic-relations bonus, the cost o p- 

^ttdbdModd race, which starts from 
£$rthampton in Hampst^ be ep 

Nittons would be imposed on competitor 
•*: ac-Whitbread race If 

boats much closer to the main 


land of Australia and away from the hostile 
southern waters around Antartica. “While 
nobody can guarantee that anyone going to 
will not need rescuing, we take our safe- 
ty responsibilities extremely seriously, Mr 

BaileyAVUImot said. "So far, there has nev- 

er been one occasion when a Whitbread 
competitor was rescued by anyone other than 

another Whitbread competitor. 

He also pointed out that his race organ- 
tetuon goes back to 1973 and has enjoyed 
a high level of continuity, a high level of Rcry- 
nl Now input, and consultation with other 

expert bodies for more than 20 tyeai^ 

Alan Green, race director of the Royal 
Ocean Racing Chib, which is a prtner with 
Whitbread in the race, aid three things 
helped Tbnv Bullimore and ofteis who cap- 
K during the Vcnd& Globe race: satel- 


lite beacons, which helped to pinpoint their 
positions accurately, water-tight compart- 
ments in boats, and the protective survival 
clothes worn by the competitors. 

The Open 60 class of yachts which com- 
pete in the Vendee Globe - which was be- 
gun in 1989 by Philippe Jeanlul and is slili 
organised by "him - are of widely differing 

design and the RORC’s chief measurer. 
John Warren, yesterday pointed to the very 
broad-beamed hulls which have been de- 
veloped as the possible problem in the 
boats* self-righting capacity. In Bulliniore’s 

case, where the keel had been broken off 
and the vessel lost stability, little could be 

done to right the yacht as the inverted mast 

and sails acted as a resistant keel. 

■ Boat builders arc seeking the perfect bal- 

ance between strength and speed. Con- 
struction standards wifl be carefully examined 
when ah of those rescued in the \fendee 

Globe race have written their reports. 
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Incredible as it sounds, some 
of the leading health insurers 
place financial limits on cover 
for surgeons’, anaesthetists’ , 
and physicians’ fees. ^ 

Besides tills, some wwrt fully 
cover out-patient treatment 
such as x-rays, scans and 
diagnostic tests. And others 
offer no provision for alter- 
native medicine. 

Primecare, a policy from [ • 
Prime Health, ^ves you all this 
cover as well as a no-claims 
discount of up to 50%. But 
the most remarkable thing 
about it is the price, which is 
equivalent to some companies’ 
budget schemes. 

Why not call us to see how 
your current policy compares 
to Primecare? 

Prime Health 

A member of the Standard Life Croup 
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The Rikki Neave inquiry: Family and union demand public investigation after consultancy's study is condemned as superficial 

Catalogue of errors that led to death 


Glenda Cooper 

Rikki Ncmc was “failed" by Cam- 
bridgeshire social services, a damn- 
ing " report found yesterday, 
prompting fresh culls for a public 
inquiry into his case. 

Six-year-nJd Rikki was found 
strangled on the Welland estate in 
Peterborough in November 1994 
billowing years of abuse by his 
mother. "Ruth. She was found not 
guilty nf hi 1 ' murder last November 
hut iaiicd for seven years for cru- 
elly to him and her two daughters. 

Rikki’s family, who were not 
consulted over the independent 
report by the Bridge cnild-care 
cnasuliuncy. said they would be writ- 
ing in the junior health minister Si- 
11**1 Burns urging a more 
wide-ranging investigation. 

And Unison. which represents 
six ial workers, said the report was 
"nowhere near" the thorough, 
independent inquiry that 
Cambridgeshire County Council 
had promised. Yesterday a third 
social services worker involved in 
Rikki s care was suspended. 

The report found blunders over 
missing files, lack of communication 
and confusion as to whether Rik- 
ki' was on the at-risk register. 

While social workers repeated- 
ly found Ruth Neave aggressive, 
threatening and hostile the inquiry 
noted that *'il does not appear 
that the question was ever 
addressed about how the children 
experienced her care”. 

Staff also failed to take into ac- 
count what the children said. When 



Rikki Neave, who was found dead 
in 1994, and his mother, Ruth 

they did perceive that there was a 
problem all too often prevention 
methods were incomplete. 

And although his name was 
placed on the Child Protection 
Register there was no evidence of 
any comprehensive assessment The 
missing files were investigated by po- 


lice and thc’files that did remain 
were sparse and rarely read. 

The 29 recommendations 
included the need to seek children's 
views: the establishment of a risk 
policy; support for social workers 
where a parent is aggressive; and a 
new formula for allocating re- 
sources for child protection. 

Janet Lindsay-German, one of 
the report’s authors, said: “Social 
workers, their managers and the de- 
partment failed to recognise what 
was going on for Rikki at home ... 
One of the most important things 
for us is that lessons that have been 
outlined rime after time after time 
are still not being practised." 

The chief executive of Cam- 
bridgeshire council Gordon Lister, 
acknowledged the “quality of ser- 
vices provided for Rikki Neave ... 
fell below acceptable levels." 

But Mr Lister said he did not an- 
ticipate any further suspensions 
ana made clear he would not con- 
sider resigning. Challenged that 
frontline social workers had been 
scapegoated he replied: “The buck 
stops right at the top in this case." 

But Rikkfs family - including his 
father, Trevor Harvey, and his 
grandparents. Maurice and Doris 
Harvey - later said: “Most of the rec- 
ommendations ... merely suggest 
that the local authority should 
comply more fully with the child 
care protection regulations.” 

“We now find it necessary to write 
to the Simon Burns to invite him 
to consider a formal public inquiry 
so that the wider issues can be 
properly investigated. 



The report’s author Janet Lindsay-German and county social services chief Ted Unsworth in Cambridge yesterday Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


The boy who 
was left out 
in the cold 


Glenda Cooper 


At three years old. Rikki Neave 
was already being turned out of 
his house at midnight, in his 
pyjamas, barefoot, and left to 
cry until social services were 
called. Neighbours told of his 
mother Ruth dangling him 
screaming over a bridge by his 
legs, writing "idiot" in green felt- 
tip pen on his forehead and 
squirting washing-up liquid in 
his mouth. 

Before his body was found, 
strangled, in a copse near his 
home in Peterborough. Cam- 
bridgeshire, two years ago, Rik- 
ki’s six-year life was marked by 
repeated acts of cruelty by his 
mother. 

Ata trial last autumn, she was 
found not guilty of his murder 
but was sentenced to seven 
years for the “appalling ill- 
treatraent and neglect" she had 
shown to Rikki and her daugh- 
ters which caused the judge. Mr 
Justice Fopplewell to say he had 
"rarefy come across a case of 
such persistent and systematic 
cruelty to young children". 

The trial also raised questions . 
about the failure of social ser- 
vices to deal with the family. 

Ruth Neave's problems were 
well known. She had shown 
signs of being disturbed from an 
early age, and had been in and 
out of foster homes since the 
age of two, rejecred by her par- 
ents. who killed themselves in 
a suicide pact when she was 24. 


e 


Addiction to amphetamines 
further destabilised her and she 
became increasingly preoccu- 
pied with the occult. 

It was an unstable atmos- 
here for any child- Described 
neighbours as a “little bug- 
ger” and a "real hard knock", 
Rikki had seen father figures 
come and go. He and his step- 
father, Dean Neave. with whom 
his mother was besotted, hated 
each other, and Rikki became 
the butt of much of Ruth 
Neave's cruelty. She kicked her 
son "like a football", picked him 
up by the throat, punched him 
and sent him out at night to 
fetch drugs. 

In a series of letters to Dean, 
Ruth Neave wrote: "I have burnt 
[Rikki] with a match ... I have 
punched his little face in. I just 
want to kill him ... but I cannot." 

Neave's everyday actions 
should have proved more wor- 
rying to social services. But the 
Peterborough East team which 
covered the Welland estate, with 
its high unemployment and 
many single-parent households, 
was stud by insiders to be “close 
to collapse" in the months be- 
fore Rikki died. Morale was low 
as staff complained of huge 
workloads, many of them han- 
dling 15 cases at a time. 

"They felt overworked and 
under-resourced and were go- 
ing from day to day by the seat 
of their pants," said one coun- 
cil official. "No one ever got 
hold of it." 


Children caught 
in poverty trap 


Michael Streeter 

Children are suffering the most 
from the growing gap between 
rich and poor in Briinin. which 
is helping to make the role of 
social workers almost impossi- 
ble, according to a leading aca- 
demic. 

Professor Jane Lewis, a fel- 
low of All Souls College. Ox- 
ford, claims the growth in child 
poverty is so serious it means 
Britain will have difficulty im- 
plementing Article 27 of the 
United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. This 
concerns the “right of children 
to a standard of living adequate 
for children's physical mental, 
spiritual, moral and social de- 
velopment". 

Professor Lewis, director of 
the Wellcome Unit for the 
History of Medicine, and writ- 
ing in Community Care maga- 
zine on the day that the Rikki 
Neave report was published, 
says social workers were having 
to’pick up the pieces from oth- 
er parts of the welfare state. 

She said that the rising num- 
ber of children excluded from 
school and the greater number 
of sick people cared for by so- 
cial services rather than by the 
medical profession meant social 
services were “verv much the 


end of the line". Social work 
was always difficult in a liber- 
al democracy, when social con- 
trols conflict with personal 
freedoms, writes Professor 
Lewis, “but in such a pro- 
foundly unequal society their 
role becomes Lhe well-nigh im- 
possible one of containment," 

She adds: “More oppressive 
poverty means social problems 
will he manifested in more 
worrying ways." 

Professor Lewis also attacks 
politicians for foiling to tackle 
social problems affecting chil- 
dren. She says: “The statistics 
on child poverty have been 
reasonably well-publicised, as 
have been the shocking out- 
comes for a high percentage of 
children in care. But there is no 
sign of any political party par- 
ty wholeheartedly embracing 
the language of investment in 
children. Calls for containment 
and control are much more 
prevalent." 

In her wide-ranging article on 
the state of community care. 
Professor Lewis calls for a 
change in lone and content of 
debate, to rc-invent the 
language of “trust, mutual aid. 
co-operation and citizenship" 
against the current tone of 
consumerism and private 
responsibility. 
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By-election move could bring eve of poll defeat 

Major faces gamble 
with election suicide 


Colin Brown 

and Fran Abrams 

John Major is readv to take a 
gamble by holding the Wirral 
South by-eleciion vtitbin weeks 
of the general election. 

Senior Tory Parly sources 
Mid the by-election would he 
held by d March, giving the 
ibries a severe test before the 
Prime Minister calls the gener- 
al election. 

Tony Blair declared: "1 am 
delighted that we are eoing to 
have the by-election. We have 
been pressing for this. The 
Conservatives have been forced 
imo iL 

“The people of Wirral can 
give a lead to the rest of the 
country, and they will be choos- 
ing between a Conservative 
Party that really has nothing 
now to say about the future of 
this country, and a Labour Par- 
ty that's got the policies and the 
energy and the ideas to sort out 
the issues that this country re- 
ally needs sorting out." 

Speculation on an Easter 
General Election was mounting 
last night following reports that 
:.v r - p. the Tories are preparing fur a 
‘ ; . large-scale poster campaign in 

’ fi- late March. 

laB&fV': V'3 V ■ According to a story in to- 
'‘T:- day’s Campaign, the trade raag- 



By the book: Brian Mawhinney said by-election will be called 






sterdav - 


azine of the advertising indus- 
try. the party has cancelled 
some site bookings made for 
late April and early May and has 
instead brought hoardings for 
the second half of March and 
for early April. 

The news has fuelled ru- 
mours that the election could he 
announced at the Conservatives’ 
spring gathering in BaLh in 
mid-March and could he held 
on 1U April. Although parly 
sources are still stressing that the 
favoured date for the election 
is 1 May, the day before Good 
Friday has been mentioned as 
a possible polling day. 

* Yesterday's news suggests 


that at the very least (hey are 
keeping their options open in 
case Lhc government looks un- 
likely in survive until May. 

Brian Mawhinney, I he’ Tory 
party chairman, announced yes- 
terday that the Tories would be 
abiding hv the parliamentary 
convention to hold a by-election 
within three months of the 
death of an MP. 

Barry Ruler, the Tory MP for 
Wirral South since J979. died on 
3 November last year leaving the 
Tories with a dilemma of trying 
to delay until the general elec- 
tion, or risking a defeat within 
weeks of the' election being 
called. 
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Labour’s 
pledge on 
tax opens 
rift with 
Lib Dems 


Cofin BroWn 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Deep divisions yesterday 
opened up between Labour 
and the Liberal Democrats over 
tax and spending on the health 
service after Tbny Blair ruled 
out higher personal taxes to pay 
for more public expenditure. 

Accusing the Labour leader 
of dishonesty, Simon Hughes, 
the Liberal Democrat spokes- 
man on health, said Labour's re- 
fusal to say they would increase 
taxes after die election was 
“not credible”. And he added: 
“I don't think the voters wou ld 
allow them to get away with it. 
It is dishonest because if you 
promise no tax increases and 
than you have to, then you are 
in the same position as the 
Ibries who promised low taxes 
but didn't deliver them." 

Mr Hughes said the Liberal 
Democrats would be prepared 
to put up taxes to pay for their 
proposed reforms of the NHS. 
And he gave a firm commitment 
that his party would match the 
Tories’ pledge to raise spending 
on the NHS in real terms every 
year - answering one of (he 
eight key questions raised by 
The Independent, which has 
been ducked by Labour. 

He said: “People would be 
willing to sec more of their tax- 
es spent on the health service 
if it was necessary to sustain the 
NHS ” And he made it clear he 
wanted to play a role in a 
Labour government in order to 
make it more radical. ‘‘We want 
to be in government and our 
job, we think. Is more than 
ever important because the 
Labour Party an: so weak in 
some areas, particularly in com- 
mitment in the financial area.” 

Mr Hughes’s criticism was 
seized on by the Tory party 
chairman. Brian Mawhinney, 
who said it showed that a Lib- 
Lab alliance would produce 
double danger”. Mr Blair's 
pledge not to put up personal 
taxes was “yet more evidence 
that New Labour will say vir- 
tually anything to try to win the 
next election". 


politics 


The Tories will be defending 
a majority of 8.1X3. Party 
sources denied Labour claims 
they had been pushed imo call- 
ing the hy-clection. 

"Canvass returns in Wirral 
are very good and quite en- 
couraging. We arc doing a lot 
of work there. We have a team 
in place. The economy is doing 
very well. The Prime’ Minister 
feels there is a sea -change go 
ing on in the country. 

“He goes out in the country 
and feels a different mood on 
the ground to the one at West- 
minster. He feels there is a very 
different atmosphere out there. 
South Wirral could be very un- 
comfortable for Tony Blair." 

It could rank in importance 
alongside the pre-election by- 
e lections in Hull. Bermondsey 
and Greenwich. 

The last time the Tories held 
a seat in by-election was in Rich- 
mond. Yorkshire, when William 
Hague, the Secretary of Slate 
for Wales, was the victor in IMS9. 

A victory, even in a safe seat, 
after a string of hy-clection de- 
feats, would give the Tories a 
boost of confidence to lake on 
Labour in the general election, 
but a defeat, which must be 
counted as likely, could sap 
morale before the big haitle. 
However, the Conservatives 
will be hoping that if they do 
lose, the swing to Labour will 
he limited. 

The Tory high command was 
pressing for the by-elcction to 
be held before Christmas, to 
avoid a possible defeat being re- 
garded as a pointer to the gen- 
eral election outcome. 

Labour MPs were threaten- 
ing to move the writ if the 
Tories delayed any longer. Mr 
Mawhinney said the Govern- 
ment would abide by the con- 
vention but he did not say when 
the writ would be moved. 

Labour claimed the Tories 
had bowed to pressure. “Pri- 
vately, they don’t want to hold 
it. They couldn’t continue with 
the embarrassment.*’ said a 
Lahour source. “It is a re- 
markable opportunity for us." 
1992 result: Porter B (Coni 25590 . 
(5<L8 a t): Sootbwortb H (Lab) 

17,407 (344%); Cunnife E (Lit>- 
Dem) (L581 (13.1%); Birch enough 
N (Green) 584 (! J%); Griffiths G 
(NLP) lip (0.4%) 



No smoke without fire: Anthony Sam ue Ison, who intends to continue his anti-tobacco crusade by standing for Parliament - 
‘Everyone has the rigrt to redress a grievance and the way to do this is to petition the Privy Council’ Photograph: John Voos 

Candidate aims to smoke out 
Tories’ tobacco lobby funding 


Michael Streeter 

A pensioner is to petition the 
Privy Council to investigate 
tobacco industry funding of the 
Conservative Parly and the 
role of the tobacco lobby in 
Britain. 

Anthony Samuelson, 67. a 
former councillor and Conser- 
vative supporter, intends to 
stand in the South Wirral by- 
election on an anti-smoking 
ticket and has asked more than 
30,000 potential voters in the 
oonsri tuency to back his petition. 

Mr Samuelson, a retired film 
executive and former lawyer, 
believes he is the first citizen for 
hundreds of years to seek an in- 
quiry from the Privy Council - 


an ancient body whose formal 
role is as adviser to the 
Monarch. “Everyone has the 
right to redress a grievance 
and the way to do this is to pe- 
tition the Privy Council." said 
Mr Samuelson. who lives in 
north London. 

He added: “The Privy Coun- 
cil lies at the heart of our' con- 
stitution and the petition has to 
be dealt with in accordance 
with constitutional usage 

“This means that whilst it can 
be rejected, it cannot be ig- 
nored." 

Whatever the date and result 
of the by-election - which fol- 
lows the death of Conservative 
MP Barry Porter last year- Mr 
Samuelson hopes the Privy 


Council will order an investi- 
gation into what he sees as one 
of the great unreforraed social 
evils of society. 

“The tobacco industry uses 
advertising, promotions and 
sponsorship to put about the 
idea that smoking is the cool, 
smart, sociable and adventurous 
thing to do. As a result one 
in five of our children will be- 
come hooked before their 16th 
birthday.” 

Last year, he stood as an in- 
dependent in the Staffordshire 
South East by-election but 
through lack of publicity fell he 
had failed to do the anti-tobaccu 
cause justice. 

“1 had not intended to stand 
again, and I will certainly not 


stand at the general election, 
but 1 thought this was an op- 
portunity to get iL right.” 

Mr Samuelson is asking the 
constituents of South Wirral to 
write to him in support of the 
petition. He will not comment 
on the exact cost of his cam- 
paign hut believes it could run 
into a “five- figure” sum. 

"1 looked upon it as a choice 
between say a first-class berth 
on a world cruise or doing this. 
1 chose this and my wife Carol 
supports me." 

The constitutional expert 
Vernon Bognador, of 
Brasenose College. Oxford, 
said the petition to the Privy 
Council was a waste of lime. “It 
is purely a formal body." he said. 
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Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is free because we never 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even if you’re overdrawn. And ail our 
customers automatically receive an overdraft up to £250 
- also free of ary fees. So compared to other high street bank 
accounts you’re better off with First Direct from day one. 
We're a member of the HSBC Group which is one of the 
largest banking and financial services organisations in the 
world, and In the course of a year you'll find we offer more 
cost effective current account banking. And the service we 
provide means you benefit In many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time. 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there's a telephone. And all UK calls are 
charged at local rates. 


Personal and professional service 


Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have all 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
foreign currency, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the First Direct Card. 
This allows you to withdraw up to £500 a day from over 11.500 cash 
machines around the UK, Including those of Midland. It also guarantees 
cheques for £100 and includes the Switch payment facility. 


So is paying bills 


Our service includes a free bill payment service too. Simply can. tell 
us who to pay, how much and when, and we do iL This means you 
can pay all your bins at the most convenient time without the need to 
keep having to remember to organise it. 


A full banking service with more benefits 


As well as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel aid 
Insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates 
are always competitive, we offer instant transfers to and from your 
Cheque Account and a comp l et e range of accounts. So your money 
Is always working hard without the need for you to do the same. 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 


Annual current account charges 


NatWest Current Plus 


j Lloyds Classic 

£96.00 | 

1 

l 


Barclays Bank Account 


£60.00 i 



We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are its customers - 85%' of ours have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 


Mr/ Mrs/Mfls/frte i orTille____ 

Surname 


Call free or complete the coupon and post to: 

■ First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds, LS98 

i 

| Fffgnameis) 

I UK Address 

I 


1FD 


We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 

So we make it easy. Easy 10 open a First Direct account, then easy 

to a/range for your salary to be paid in and easy for afl your standing j pos?codfl j II II II II II II |j I 

orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account And it's J — — — — — — — ‘ — 

easy (and free) to find out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24 I Tgiap^ne No | \\~\\ [| || ]| || || |j | " 

or complete the coupon. L n — » »• ^ ^ ■■ — — • ■■ — 
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NOMINATED FOR 

5 GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS 

BEST FILM ■ BEST ACTRESS • BEST ACTOR ■ BEST DIRECTOR • BEST ORIGINAL SONG 
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EXQUISITE. ..PARKER AND MADONNA 

HAVE CREATED SOMETHING HYPMOTK 


77 


SUNDAY TIMES 


“REMARKABLE FILM MAKING... 

A FILM OF SWIRLING EPIC PROPORTIONS 


77 


THE GUARDIAN 


"A TRIUMPH. UNMISSABLE” 


Tl iL- TIMES 


U 


EVITA HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO THE SCREEN 
WITH IMMENSE VERVE BY ALAN PARKER” 


OBSERVER 


“EVITA DELIVERS ON THE HYPE. 
JSING SPECTACLE ON A DAVID LEAN S( 
SUPERBLY STAGED MUSICAL NUMBERS 


77 


SCREEN INTERNATIONAL 


"PARKER DESERVES A STANDING OVATION... 


77 


NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS 


a 


rA IS SUPERBLY REALISED BY A FILM MAKER 
WHO KNOWS HOW TO BLEND IMAGE 
AN D SONG TO POTENT EFFECT" 


FILM REVIEW 


ALAN PARKER HAS RE-INVENTED 
THE MUSICAL WITH EVITA” 


EXPRESS ON SUN DAS 
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Murdoch dreams of 


Boat people stare out across the great economi c divide 


a Chinese empire 
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Stephen Vines 
Hong Kong 
Teresa Poole 

Peking 


Rupert Murdoch appears to be 
trying lo curry favour in China 
by showing a much-lauded of- 
fiaal documentary series about 
Deng Xiaoping on the Chi- 
nese language channel of his 
Slar-TV Asian satellite broad- 


won fulsome praise in China's 
state-controlled newspapers. The 
12 one-hour episodes started 
nightly on CCTV on 1 January, 
and on Star’s Chinese- language 
Phoenix Channel on Wednesday. 

A spokeswoman at a CCTV 
agent company yesterday said 


that two Hong Kong television 
channels and Japan's NHK had 
also bought the series, while ne- 
gotiations were under way with 
a South Korean channel and an 
American television company. 

Mr Murdoch is still peddling 
furiously to make up for ground 
lost in China following a speech 
in 1993 (which Andrew NeQ, the 
former editor of the Sunday 
Times, cl aims to have written) 
in which he spoke of “advances 
in the technology of telecom- 
munications [proving to be] an 
unambiguous threat to totali- 
tarian regimes everywhere". 
The Chinese government got 
the hint, and soon imposed 
strict rules on satellite dishes - 


casting company. 

This is not the first time the 


media magnate has done his bit 
to educate the world about 
China's frail 92-year-old patri- 
arch. In early 1995. his pub- 
lishing group Harper Collins 
released'die English translation 
of Dent; Xiaoping. My Father, a 
hagiography written by his 
daughter. Deng Rong. 

The Deng series was made 
by China Central Television 
(CCTV’l and the Central Com- 
munist Party Document Re- 
search Department, and has 


thus depriving Mr Murdoch of 
what was potentially his biggest 
Asian market In 1994, Star tried 
to make amends by removing 
BBC World Service Television 
from the satellite beaming into 
China. 

While opening up a pay-TV 
market on the mainland is Mr 
Murdoch's most ambitious 
dream, he has also sought to 
buOd a relationship with the Chi- 
nese government. In 1995, Mr 
Murdoch's News Corporation 
set up the PDN Xinren Infor- 
mation Technology joint venture 
with the Communist Party 


mouthpiece, the People’s Daily. 

In November, the head of 
People's Daily , Shao Huaze, 
who is also on the Central 
Committee of the Chinese 
Communist Party, visited 
Britain at the invitation of the 
Times, which is owned by Mr 
Murdoch. Mr Shao and his del- 
egation stayed at the Ritz, in 
London, where they received a 


visit from the Prime Minister, 
John Major. 

Political barriers to foreign- 
ers breaking into China’s do- 
mestic media remain immense. 
Star claims to have some 36 mil- 
lion viewers watching Phoenix, 
which is broadcast semi -offi- 
cially in China through satellite 
and cable. 

However, in August, Li Ke- 
han, the deputy director of 
China's film and television min- 
istry said bluntly that it was “not 
possible" that the channel was 
reaching so many viewers. 
Hammering his point home, he 
described Mr Murdoch's tele- 
vision ambitions in China as 
“beautiful dreams”. 

Star is clawing back some lost 
ground in China, particularly in 
the non -controversial sports 
arena. But, overall, the Chinese 
market has proved so difficult 
for Star that the company is now 
saying that its main priority in 
Asia is India. 
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Waterfront conflict hi Beihai, GuangJd, south-west China, new luxury housing 

The official press has warned of social mstebffity as the gap between nch and poor rapidly widens Photograpn. at 


THE FIAT BRAVA 1.4SX FOR ONLY £129 A MONTH 

PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT. 
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TYPICAL FINANCE EXAMPLE 


Cash Price 
(on the road) 


£11/723.98 


£128.23 


Deposit 


£4,103.98 £5,062.40 


Amount 

Financed 


£7/620.00 APR 


4.4% 


ELECTRIC FRONT WINDOWS ■ BODY COLOURED BUMPERS 


25 Months 


£494.92 


First 

Payment 

(inc £60 admin fee) 


£188.23 

Payable 


£1 2/303.90 


No word of n lie, you can now buy the luxury-laden Fiat Bmvn 1.4SX for a 
smidgen under £130 a month (plus deposit and final payment). 

To prove we're not pulling vour leg, pull out your finger and call us on 
0800 71 7000. Or cry http://www.fiat.com on the Internet for more information. 


DRIVEN BY PASSION 


CAP SHOWN RAT 8RAVA I ;s>- at £11.721*? ON THEF-OAQ. price HO.UPB 02?. 75 FQft DELIVER' TO MALM NUMBS! PLATES. VAT AMD # MONTHS ROAD FUND UCB+3 AND ft COPfECT AT TIME r.f GONG TO PRESS a 1.97 OFFER 9+35 25257. 
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significant shorts 


Seoul goes to 
battle as 


workers unite 


American dies 
in apartment 
attack 


Joblei 
new hi 


Thousands of workers turned 
central Seoul into a 
rubble-strewn battleground 
yesterday as they clashed with 
riot police, sending terrified 
shoppers racing for cover. 

The clashes came as South 
Korea's main union group 
called for the biggest strike in 
the nation's history in protest 
at a new law which allows 
companies lo lay off workers. 
Some militan t unionists went 
to ground in a cathedral: 
prosecutors threatened to 
send police to seize them. 

The Federation of Korean 
Trade Unions, which claims 
12 million members, said a 
two-day strike would begin on 
Tuesday to try to force the 
government to drop the law. 
Reuters - Seoul 


The American director of a 
journalism training 
programme has been found 
killed in his apartment in the 
Kazak capital, Alma-Ata. 

Chris Gehring. 28. whose 
throat was slit, was 
discovered hy colleagues who 
became concerned when he 
failed to show up for work at 
Intemews Network, the office 
manager Karlygash 
Zhakanova said. Police ore 
investigating the attack. 

AP - .Alma-Ata, Kazakhstan 
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Zaire leader 


on health trip 


Harrier pilot 


The Zairean President 
Mobutu Sese Seko arrived in 
southern France to consult 
doctors about his health, 
leaving his African nation in 
the throes of a rebel 


• .-v t 


ejects 


A British fighter pilot 
ejected from his Harrier 
GR7 jump jet as it crashed 
on the runway at its home 
base in Germany. The pilot 
broke his leg in the incident 
at the Laarbruch airbase on 
the German-Dutch border. 
No one else was hurt. 
Reuters - Bonn 


uprising. 

Mr Mobutu spent six 
weeks in the Riviera in 
November and December 
following treatment for 
prostate cancer in 
Switzerland. On his return lo 
Zaire, he prepared for a 
counter-attack on rebels 
holding a large tract of 
eastern Zaire. Reuters - Nice 


Children put 
at risk of CJD 


Cash alarm in 
Albania * 


French pharmaceutical 
authorities knowingly 
distributed hormones that 
risked causing a deadly brain 
disease and may have 
infected 1,000 children in 
1985, L 'Express said. 

In a case similar to 
France's Aids-tainted blood 
scandal, French doctors gave 
growth hormones to children 
with dwarfism even though 
the drop risked causing 
Creutzfeldt-Jakub disease, 
the human variant of mad- 
cow disease, the magazine 
reported. .-IP - Paris 


An Albanian opposition 
party yesterday repeated 
accusations that firms 
running get-rich -quick 
schemes in Europe's poorest 
country had given financial 
backing to the ruling 
Democratic Party. 

The alleged pyramid 
schemes, some offering 200 
per cent growth in three 
months, have drawn millions 
of dollars from depositors in 
Albania over the past few 
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years, taking money away 
from the banks and alarming 
world-finance organisations. 
Reuters - Tirana 
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This 

Advert 

is "’* Flash 

but it will save you 

loads of Cash... 


So if you make 
international 
phone calls - 
look no further 


Any phone • Quality Service • Clear Direct Lines 
Absolutely no extra charges just our lowest 
rates all day every day. 
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New Customers 
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British Airways + £io mortb of 


HOLIDAYS! 


For details call Worldcall on FREEPHONE 

0800 o747 ooo 


Happy New Year 
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Milosevic set to 
concede defeat 
in elections 


international 




Andrew Gumbel 

Belgrade 


President Slobodan Milosevic 
appears to be on the verse nf a 
major dimbdown in his si a ad-off 
with street demonstrators in Ser- 
bia’s major dries and the crisis 
could be resolved as early is this 
weekend, political and diplo- 
matic sources in Belgrade say. 

Information emanating from 
the highest circles of the Serbian 
government suggests that Mr 
Milosevic is prepared to concede 
defeat- in the municipal elections 
held last November so that he 
can restore order on the streets 
and ward off the prospect of 
punitive sanctions from the in- 
ternational community. 

The eight weeks of protests 
have badly eroded Mr Milose- 
vic's authority, even within the 
ranks of his own supporters. 
Members of his party, the SPS. 
have spoken out against him in 
Serbia's sister republic Mon- 
tenegro, while his erstwhile al- 
lies among the Serbs of Bosnia 
have come out unequivocally in 
favour of the protesters. 

The resolve of the students 
and opposition leaders on the 
streets, by contrast, has been un- 
wavering, as has the attitude of 
Europe and the United States 
who have made dear they ex- 
pert the municipal election re- 
sults to be respected in full. 

Yesterday, the 53rd straight 


day of protest in Belgrade, was 
a typically uncomfortable ex- 
perience for the government, 
with students organising a high- 
spirited plan of civil disobedi- 
ence against the riot police. 

Tlte students had planned to 
keep up a 24-hour happening, 
with literature students reading 
Dostoevsky to the police “so they 
wouldn't get bored", and med- 
ical students advising diem about 
the health risks of wearing riot 
helmets over an extended peri- 
od. But the police did not have 
the stomach for the confronta- 
tion and stood bashfully on street 
comers while the protests swirled 
unimpeded all around them. 

All week, the government has 
been malting concessions as 
the pressure has mounted. On 
Wednesday they admitted de- 
feat in Nis. Serbia's second 
city, while yesterday the 
Supreme Court instructed the 
authorities in the northern town 
of Vrsac to reconsider the mer- 
its of the opposition's case. 

The independent media, 
meanwhile, has been awash 
with rumours that the Serbian 
Prime Minister, Mirkn Mar- 
janovic, is about to resign along 
with some or all of his govern- 
ment. team. The mayor of Bel- 
grade. Nebojsa Cuvic, has also 
threatened to quit. 

The scenario being suggest- 
ed yesterday was that the elec- 
tion results would be recognised 


this weekend. Mr Milosevic 
would then issue a ban on street 
protests and. once passions had 
cooled, quietly reshuffle his 
government to eliminate the 
most unpopular hardliners. 

Already, there arc indica- 
tions nf a rush among his sup- 
porters to be considered among 
the more moderate faction. 
Yesterday's independent news- 
papers reported a furious row 
breaking out at a meeting of the 
hardline Communist JUL par- 
ty which is led by Mr Milosevic's 
wife. Mirjana Markovie. over the 
merits of giving in to the pro- 
testers rather than attempting to 
quash them by force. 

If Mr Milosevic does climb 
down, it is by no means clear that 
he will be able to restore his tat- 
tered authority n> survive the 
Serbian pari iameni ary and pres- 
idential elections due by the end 
of the year. Opposition control 
of the country's higgest munic- 
ipalities wail vastly extend their 
access to the media, and will pro- 
vide an important safeguard 
against electoral cheating. 

The opposition's increased 
profile will also make it difficult 
for Mr Milosevic to alter the 
constitution, as he had appar- 
ently planned, to ensure there 
is still a role for him after the 
Serbian elections. Under pre- 
sent rules he would be obliged 
to bow out since he has already 
served two terms as president. 



Blowing time: A street protester in Belgrade wears a badge saying ‘The 21st century is coming* 


Photograph:AFP 


Foreign 

Legion 

patrols 

Paris 


Mary Dejevsfcy 

Paris 


Soldiers from France's famed 
Foreign Legion arc patrolling 
underground and suburban 
train stations in Paris as pari 
of the security -alert reviv cd al- 
ter last month's terrorist bomb 
at Port Royale station. It is the 
first time that the legionnaires, 
who begun their duties ihis 
w eek, have taken up duties in 
the French capital. 

According to the defence 
ministry, there is no particular 
significance to read into their 
arrival in Paris. It is pan of the 
regular rotation of units serving 
the capital in the anti-terrorisi 
alert coded “Vigipiraie". 

Ministry sources said, how- 
ever. that there were insufficient 
regular troops stationed in the 
Paris region to provide the cov - 
er required under Yigipiralc. 
and other regions had been 
asked to hetpT A total of 750 
troops are currently engaged in 
patrolling the capital. 3(KJ of 
them from the Foreign Legion. 

The legionnaires are paired 
with gendarmes or riot police 
(CRS) lo patrol sensitive areas 
like stations, airports and such 
landmarks as the Eiffel Tower. 
They do not have the right to 
arrest or search people. 

The Foreign Legion, which 
was founded in 1S31 to engage 
exclusively in foreign opera- 
tions. is based in Provence and 
numbers S.5U0 men. Anyone 
can join, and may conceal his 
identity to do so. but must sign 
up for a minimum of five years. 


Primakov admits Chechnya will gain independence 


Phil Reeves 

Moscow 


In the most explicit remarks of ibeir 
kind from a senior Moscow politi- 
cian, Yevgeny Primakov, Russia’s 
Foreign Minister, yesterday ac- 
knowledged that Chechnya may 
[soon gain full independence - a 
[proposition that the Kremlin has al- 


ays fiercely opposed. 
Hiscomme 


i comments are tantamount to 
recognition that Russia, which this 


week said it had withdrawn its last 
troops from the wrecked republic, 
has emerged the loser from a 
21-month war in which many tens of 
thousands of lives were lost 
For President Boris Yeltsin, they are 
also a reminder of one of his nastier 
political wounds which comes as he 
is sidelined by illness yet again - this 
time by a bout of pneumonia, which 
has wrecked his plans for a bounce- 
back after his multiple coronary by- 
pass operation two months ago. 


According to Russian news agen- 
cies, Mr Primakov told a cabinet 
meeting that there was a “real dan- 
ger that Chechnya will secede from 
Russia both defaao and dejure". He 
added that Moscow roust work to 
prevent, or at least lo cushion, such 
a development. 

His warning is likely to fuel the in- 
dignation of those in the upper ech- 
elons of Moscow’s political and 
military circles who regard Russia’s 
peace accord with the Chechens as a 


humiliating capitulation. Under the 
August accord, both sides agreed to 
postpone a settlement on the rejrub- 
lic's status until 2001. In the meantime, 
they planned to maintain a state of 
“constructive ambiguity’' on their 
fundamental disagreements over the 
issue, setting it to one side rather than 
allowing the deal to fouader. 

Mr Primakov’s warning contradicts 
that siralegy. Elaborate prepara-.. 
■ tions are under way for elections ifi 
the Caucasus republic on 27 January; 


the five top candidates are separatists. 

His comments were not his only 
broadside aimed at the recalcitrant 
outer edges of the former Soviet em- 
pire. He also called for the cabinet 
to impose economic sanctions on for- 
mer Soviet republics whom Moscow 
accuses of discriminating against 
ethnic Russians living on their ter- 
ritory, in particular Estonia. 

.Meanwhile, the President's aides 
were busy trying to contain concerns 
over his health following Wednes- 


day's revelation that - a fortnight af- 
ter returning to work following heart 
surgery - Mr Yeltsin had developed 
pneumonia and was back in the Cen- 
tral Clinical Hospital in Moscow. 

The Kremlin was at pains to era- 

E ' Isc that his ailment was not re- 
to his recent surgery; that his 
temperature was normal and that be 
was being treated with antibiotics. 
They indicated he was even manag- 
ing to work - holding, for example, a 
15-minute conversation with ihe 


Prime Minister, VQaor Chernomyrdin. 

Although such explanations re- 
ceived a generally sympathetic hear- 
ing in wintiy Moscow, where 60.000 
have fallen victim to a flu epidemic, 
they did not deter his chief opponent, 
the" sacked national security adviser. 
Alexander Lebed, from continuing 
to attack The retired general - who 
intends to run for the presidency - 
spent the day rumbling to reporters 
about Russia's “rudderless" condi- 
tion and “power vacuum" . 
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Thomas Cook have got some fantastic (teals on Summer '97 Hayes 
and Jarvis worldwide holidays with 15% off Summer 1997 
departures or you can receive Thomas Cook Travel Insurance 
^ absolutely free* Wfc'B then give you a weekend break for two wtth 
three nights’ free accommodation at one of over 200 seaside 
and country hotels throughout the UK and Ireland. 

AH we ask Is that you buy your breakfast and " 
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local Thomas Cook shop, or book by phone 
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i: A CABLE & WIRELESS COMPANY 


MERCURY TO THE USA: 

£ 1.92 


BTTO THE USA: 



(NO CHANGE THERE. THEN.) 


Even after all the changes in BT’s prices, one thing hasn t changed. 
Mercury SmartCalJ is still between 20% and 39% cheaper for international 
calls. For details FreeCall 0500 500 366. 
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Police in the dark on 
Colorado child murder 


v ' » 'a^ 





Last resting place: The Boulder mansion in which the body of JonBenet Ramsey was found on Boxing Day 


Tim Cornwell 

Boulder 

Two weeks after six-year-old 
JonBenet Ramsey was found 
strangled and bludgeoned to 
death in the cellar of her house, 
residents of this quiet Colorado 
university town waited to bear 
the first statement from their 
police chief on what is rapidly 
becoming America's latest 
celebrity murder. 

Tom Koby was due to meet 
five local reporters for a dis- 
cussion to be broadcast on 
Boulder's municipal cable net- 
work last night. His police 
department, which has released 
virtually no information on its 
investigation, has so far point- 
ed to no suspects or even tan- 
gible leads in the death of the 
child beauty queen. 

Home videos of JonBenet - 
pronounced Shaunbemay - 
sauntering down catwalks , pre- 


cociously belting out patriotic 
songs - have seared the image 
of the dead child into the .Amer- 
ican public mind. 

Early on Boxing Day morn- 
ing. Boulder police were called 
to the home of John Ramsey. 
founder of a hiUion-dolhr high 
technolog}’ company. His wife. 
Patsy, a former \liss West Vir- 
ginia. toid of finding a neatly 
written three-page ransom note 
that said "We have your daugh- 
ter" and demanding the strange 
sum of SllS.OlXC For eight 
hours, it is now reported, police 
waited for the kidnappers to call 
while a local hank provided the 
cash. In what was a highly un- 
usual procedure, they then 
asked Mr Ramsey to search his 
house for anything unusual. 
He found his daughter's body 
in the wine cellar, her mouth 
sealed with duet tape, a cord 
around her neck, her skull frac- 
tured, and reportedly sexually 


A new lord 
takes giant 
strides up 
Capitol Hill 


Washington — The United 
States has no post of leader of 
the opposition. But if it did, then 
there is scant argument over 
who would fill it. Not Bob Dole 
of course, vanquished by Bill 
Clinton in November and now 
septuagarian superstar of the 
late-night comedy circuit; and 
certainly not the chastened 
1 1997 model Newt Gingrich, 
humbled try ethical lapses de- 
l spite the distinction of being the 
| first Republican since the De- 
pression era to win consecutive 
terms as Speaker. Instead, step 
forward Treat Lott. Ttent who? 
rhe 105th Congress which 
ppened this week should soon 
lispcl any lingering ignorance. 

I As Senate majority leader, the 
pst he took over from Mr 
lole, Chester Trent Lott is lord 
o' Capitol Hill and the most 
powerful Republican voice in the 
laid. He will be his patty’s chief 
rw’otia tor with the President and 
prime shaper of the Senate’s 
btkiness. Bipartisanship is the 
each phrase of the hour. 
Wlether word is transformed 
inti deed depends on him, at 
leal as much as Mr Qinton. And 
this far the omens are good. 

when he defeated his fellow 
Mistissippian Thad Cochran to- 
become Majority leader last 
JunuLoti was expected to be far 
morn confrontational than the 
pragnatic and non-ideologjcal 
Mr Epic. Was he not a former 
Oemdcrat with the special fire 
‘bd converted, an obdurate 
L his first term as a 
naan in 1 974 was one of 
~eiy few to reject impeacb- 
tf Richard Nixon until al- 
ike very end? But things 
tave nit worked out like that. 

In ote way certainly, Trent 
-oti is an emblem of his times, 
ibaextraordinaiy grip of 
oil the pinnacles of Amer- 
m politics. An Arkansan 
Ids tbFwhite House, a Tfen- 
ean the vice-Presidency; 
e Speaker is a Georgian, and 
House Majority leader a 
_n. And now another Deep 
utberner at the helm of the 
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!T than a salesman 
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Trent Lott, the 
new Senate 
majority leader, is 
a man made to 
mediate, writes 
Rupert Cornwell 

Senate. The rest though is 
paradox. 

Lott may be an unabashed 
conservative, opposed to abor- 
tion, gun control and strong sup- 
porter of a balanced budget 
amendment and a reduced role 
for Government But he is also 
a mediator who seems, oddly, 
to have learnt that skill much as 
Bill Clinton did, as a boy forced 
to intercede to keep the peace 
between his mother and an of- 
ten drunken father (the couple 
would later divorce). 

He is calculating and openly 
ambitious; never more so than 
when he successfully ran for the 
second ranking post of Repub- j 
lican Whip in 1994, after just one I 
terra in the Senate. But Lou is 
also gregarious and widely liked. 
He can sport a Southern draw] 
befitting one who grew up in 
Pascagoula on Mississippfs Gulf 
Coast - but can talk raster than 
a Brooklyn car salesman and 
dresses like a duke. 

Above all, colleagues say, be 
is an organiser and an operator, 
scarcely less skilled at buOdiog 
legislative coalitions than Dole 
himself: in short a compromiser, 
as he must be in an institution 
of 100 individuals of whom a true 
majority is not the arithmetical 
5 1 . nor the present Republican 
strength of 55, but the 60 votes 
required to cut off a filibuster. 
Managing a body each of whose 
members are wont to look into 
a mirror and see a future Pres- 
ident has been likened to herd- 
ing cats or - to use Lon's 
preferred metaphor - “putting 
bullfrogs in a wheelbarrow". 

And he might be forgiven 
some delusions of his own. His 
relative youth (Lott is only 55). 
the eminence of his job and bis 
smoothness in front of the cam- 
eras virtually guarantees him a 
place on thelist of potential Re- 
publican Presidential aspirants 
m 2000 or thereafter. Fbr the 
moment though, in a system of 

divided government, most im- 
portant is how he works with the 
present occupant of the White 
House, who is of course no 
mean operator himself. And the 
start has been promising. But- 
tressed bv a reinvented mod- 
erate called Bill Clinton and the 
dealmaker Trent Lott, that fa- 
mous “vital centre” might just 
prevail after ail. 
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assaulted. Since the murder the 
Boulder police department has 
responded to a full-scale inva- 
sion by the national press with 
almost total silence. 

Dribs and drabs of in forma- 
lion, however, have tended i v 
point (he finger of suspicion at 
the family. Onlj the couple 

and their nine-year-old son 
were reported io be in the 
house that night, although Mr 
Ramsey’s two grown children 
from a previous maniusc had 
visited on Christmas Dav?Theiv 
was no apparent sign of a forced 
entry. 

The bizarre circumstances 
of her death have brought com- 
parisons to the ease of Susan 
Smith, the South Carolina 
mother who confessed in 
drowning her two picture per- 
fect children - also captured on 
family videos - after claiming 
they were kidnapped bv a 
caijacker. 


Mr and Mrs Ramsey have 
both hired lawyers and a media 
adviser. They made a single 
tearful appearance on CNN, but 
have not so far agreed to be 
lormallv interviewed by police. 
When Mrs Ramsey warned of 
a "killer on the loose", ciiv of- 
ficials went out of their way to 
say there was no danger to thc 
public. 

The ransom note - and part 
of a "practice" note where the 
author apparently tried to 
change his or her handwriting 
- were matched to a pad found 
in the house, aeeording to local 
newspaper reports. 

But lamih triends have not- 
ed that with the Ramseys hav- 
ing spent j reported half a 
million dollars extending the 
house, numerous workmen had 
access. Others have suggested 
that a disgruntled employee of 
Mr Ramsey, might have been 
behind a kidnap" attempt. 
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Can a diplomat get awa; 


A girl’s death has fuelled the cries to end 
immunity, writes David Usborne in New York 





A kcrbsidu scuffle and a deadly 
car accident - two incidents in 
two dries in as marry weeks - are 
triggering passionate debate in 
the United States about the be- 
haviour of foreign diplomats liv- 
ing here and their use - or abuse 
- of the centuries-old claim of 
diplomatic immunity to duck 
legal retribution. 

Grumbling about diplomats 
and their l lack ofj regard for US 
laws is a favourite sport in New 
York and Washington DC. 
where most of them are postecL 
Nearly always it is aboul trivial 
fare - non-payment of parking 
rickets - but the refrain is clean 
those dips are getting away 
with murder. 

Even the common-or-gar- 
den infractions can occasional- 
ly escalate into front-page 
controversies. Such was the 
case after Christmas in New 
York, when wo foreign officials, 
from the Russian and Belarus 
missions to the United Na- 
tions. w ere challenged by police 
after parking their car near a tire 
hydrant. 

There is disagreement on 
what happened next. The 
diplomats say they were beat- 
en by the officers! the officers 
say they were attacked by the 
diplomats. The Russian gov- 
ernment complained: New 
York s Mayor. Rudolph Giu- 
liani. demanded the pair be ex- 


pelled from his city and the 
country. 

But the New York affair - in 
which an indignant stalemate 
now prevails - has been eclipsed 
by Uk events of Last Friday night 
on a busy street in Washington 
DC A new Ford, hurtling at 80 
miles an hour, dammed into the 
rear of a car stationary at traf- 
fic lights. The second car flew 
through the air and landed on 
a third, crushing and killing a 
passenger inside. She was 16- 
year-old Joviane Walt rick. 

Getting away with murder is 
no longer metaphoric. Behind 
the wheel of the Ford - and, ac- 
cording to police, intoxicated - 
was Gueorgui Makharadze. 
number two at the Washington 
embassy of the former Soviet Re- 
public of Georgia. Prosecutors 
m Washington DC have said 
they would be ready to charge 
Mr Makharadze with negligent 
homicide - if only' they could. 

Tbcre seems little doubt the 
State Department will formally 
ask Georgia to waive the diplo- 
matic immunity in Mr Makha- 
radze’s case* Few expect 
Georgia to acquiesce, however, 
in spite of a sympathetic fetter 
of condolence sent by its pres- 
ident, Eduard Shevardnadze, to 
Joviane's grieving parents. 
America will be able to expel Mr 
Makharadze but nothing more. 

Outrage over the case has 


spread to Capitol HilL where 
the New Hampshire senator,' 
Judd Gregg, has called on the 
White House to suspend the 
S30m (£lSm) in US aid sent an- 
nually to Georgia. David Richin, 
a lawyer for the dead girl’s 
family, said: ‘‘This to me is 
murder, and there has to be 
some recourse." 

For countries willingly to 
waive immunity for one of their 
representatives abroad is ex- 
tremely rare. Belgium allowed 
the shield of immunity to be lift- 
ed from a low-level embassy of- 
ficial who was convicted of 
killing two men in Miami. He 
is serving 25 years in a US jail. 

But nor is serious crime ex- 
actly rampant among diplo- 
mats posted in the US. Figures 
released by the State Depart- 
ment this week show that in a 
diplomatic corps that numbers 
1 18.000 people (of which ISJXXl 
enjoy immunity), less than one 
tenth of one per cent were in- 
voked in serious crime in 1995. 

Petty abuse is endemic, how- 
ever. In the New York case, it 
emerged that the car involved, 
from the Belarus mission, had 
been ticketed for traffic viola- 
tions no less than 386 times in 
1996: none had been paid. The 
100-odd car fleet of the Russ- 
ian mission, meanwhile, at- 
tracted an astonishing 14,437 
tickets in six months of last year. 



Double indemnity. The streets of west London are littered 
with illegally parked cars carrying diplomatic plates 

Embassy staff 
feeling the 
long arm of 
British law 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Diplomats in Britain wbo abuse 
their status by flouting the few 
with impunity are facing an in- 
creasingly tough response from 
the Foreign Office. 

A clam pd own was launched 
shortly after Libyan officials 
used diplomatic immunity to 
thwart an investigation into the 
19S4 murder of police consta- 
ble Yvonne Fletcher, who was 
killed by a shot from the Libyan 
Peopled Bureau in London. 

Until then diplomats openly 
abused the system, uoder which 
they are immune from prose- 
cution by British law, notching 
up 22,337 unpaid parking tick- 
ets in 1986. That number fell to 
1.586 in 1995. Among the worst 
parking culprits were the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, Qatar, Sau- 
di Arabia, Angola, and Nigeria. 

Last year there were 34 seri- 
ous offences, which included IS 
drinking and driving cases and 
a number of thefts and 
shoplifting incidents. 

There are about 2J50G peo- 
ple with diplomatic status in 
Britain and an additional 7.000 
dependents, all of whom under 
the Diplomatic Privileges Act 
1996 are exempt from British 
law. 

But the Foreign Office has 
been placing increasing pressure 
on governments and ambas- 
sadors for their representatives 
to obey our laws and waive im- 
munity in cases that are 
considered serious. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said: •‘After the Yvonne Fletch- 
er case we looked eloseJy at the 
issue - we have taken a much 
tougher approach now." 


y-.Lj? 


Despite the crackdown, there 
has still be a series of high-pro- 
file cases in which diplomats 
have apparently used their sta- 
tus to escape justice. 

When PC Fletcher was shot 
in 1984 outside the Libyan em- 
bassy, her killer was believed to 
be a diplomat inride. But he was 
never brought to justice. 

James Ingley, an American 
lay preacher, was accused of a 
sex attack on a six-year-old girl 
in his care in 1987. His wife 
worked at the US Embassy in 
London and the charges were 
dropped. 

In 1986 Indian envoy Babu 
Lai Gupta, wbo was accused of 
plotting to smuggle £320.000 
worth of heroin into Britain, 
also escaped prosecution. 

Cuba’s ambassador Dr Oscar 
Femandez-MeK was expelled in 
1989 after one of his officials 
fired live bullets in a crowded 
London street, narrowly 
missing a bus. 

And only last month Iris 
Ramirez-Paget- for five years the 
first secretary at the Honduras 
Embassy in London, fled 
Britain after being accused of 
fraudulently obtaining £36,000 
in housing benefit and thou- 
sands of pounds in income 
support. 

But the number of offences 
has been dropping and evi- 
dence of the tougher line was 
provided last July when a Zim- 
babwean diplomat who twice 

claimed immunity after driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
in London was recalled. The 
Zimbabwe Foreign Affaire Min- 
istry summoned back Charles 
Ma’yengehama, 33, the First 
Secretary at its High Commis- 
sion in the Strand. 
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Red alert A Chinese diplomat attacking police in London in August 1967. About 30 Chinese assaulted ponTOa^r they 
parked a police car outside the Chinese Mission. The diplomats were barred from leaving the country without permissron 


The prindjde of 
diplomatic immunity'-- 
nttt formally established 
by international . 
a gr eement nnffl I96t 
rests oo the principle 
reciprocity: the main 
reason to treat other > TV } , 
people's diplomats with v4 
respect is that If you do _ 
pot yoor own are placed In- j 
jeopardy mites Jj 

Christopher BeOomy. . . ,v ; 

The aim is only to allow j 
diplomats to carry oat ; - j 
their functions with ' 
security and * ' V ' S ; * 
confidentiality; ahd also fir i 
recognise diplomats’ -/ } 

function as 

representatives of their J r\ 
country. It does not grant 
them freedom to float • ;• ,i 
local law. although they 
may be immune to local j 
jurisdiction to enforce . . 
such laws. Contrary to a • ; 
widespread belief, a 

diplomatic mission is not k 
•^xtra-territoriaT: h is, 
however, given the 
protection of inviolability 
within the receiving state. 

This role refers to its 
premises and diplomatic 
dispatches. But all 
privileges and immunities 
are solely directed 
towards facilitating 
performance of diplomatic 
missions. 
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You'll make 
a far better choice 
at The Link Sale! 

Visit any Link store and you'll 
discover a huge range of mobile 
phones and advanced communication 
products - It's the biggest choice 
in the High Street. 

Our friendly, helpful staff will help 
you make the right purchase to suit 
your needs and your pocket. 

With fantastic new offers and 
bargains every day in The Unk Sale, 
why go anywhere else! 


76 Stores Nationwide 
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Stars attack Germany’s stance on Scientology 



Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Dustin Hoffman: Compared 
today's ‘persecution' to 1930s 


Hollywood's finest have risen 
against German oppression, 
striking a blow for a well-heeled 
but persecuted minority. In an 
“open letter'* addressed to 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, cun- 
ningly disguised as a full-page 
advert in yesterday's Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune, Dustin 
Hoffman. Goldie Hawn and 
company accuse the German 
government of Nazi -style re- 
pression of Scientologists. 

“You may feel that, as non- 
Germans. this is none of our 


business," write the 34 celebri- 
ties, none of whom belongs to 
the Church of Scientology. “But 
... when a modem nation 
demonstrates its unwillingness 
to protea the basic rights of a 
group of its citizens, and indeed, 
exhibits a willingness to condone 
and participate in their perse- 
cution, right thinking people in 
other countries must speak ouL 

“Extremists of your party 
should not be permitted to be- 
lieve that the rest of the world 
wQl look the other way. Not this 
time." 

The stars, who also include 
film director Oliver Stone and 


novelists Mario Puzo and Gore 
Vidal, complain that members of 
Scientologists are banned from 
German political parties, ex- 
cluded from jobs in public ser- 
vice, and their children are 
expelled from schools. “And - fike 
the book burning of the 1930s - 
your party has organised boycotts 
and seeks to ban performances 
of Tbm Cruise, John Bavolta, 
Chick Corea and any other artist 
who believe in Scientology. 

“In the Germany of the 1930s, 
Hitler made religious intolerance 
official government policy," the 
letter stated. *Tews were first 
marginalised, then excluded 


from many activities, then vili- 
fied and ultimately subjected to 
unspeakable horrors." It added: 
“In the 1930s, it was the Jews. To- 
day it is the Sdento legists." 

A spokesman for the Inter- 
national Herald Tribune in Paris 
said the advertisement was 
placed by Bertram Fields, a Los 
Angeles’entertainment attorney 
who also signed the letter. 

There is an element of truth 
in the charges, but they are not 
entirely accurate. The “boy- 
cott" of Tom Cruise consisted 
of a group of young Christian 
Democrats distributing leaflets 
outride cinemas showing his lat- 


est film. Mission: Impossible. 
Chick Corea was prevented 
from perfo rming ax a publicly- 
funded concert because he was 
a Scientologist. 

AD parties, however, sup- 
port moves to curb the activi- 
ties of a group they do not 
accept as founded on religious 
principles, and a ban on Scien- 
tologists in public services has 
been enacted in some conser- 
vative Linder. Mr Kohl's gov- 
ernment is now trying to extend 
that nationwide. Authorities 
also agreed to consider putting 
Scientology under surveillance 
by the anti-extremist Office for 


the Protection of the Constitu- 
tion. Many other countries, in- 
cluding Britain, have taken 
steps to curtail the Church of 
Scientology. 

Heber Jentzsch, president 
of the Church of Scientology In- 
ternational, said in a statement 
released in London that he 
hoped “Chancellor Kohl heeds 
their admonition to restore 
democratic principles in his 
country”. The Chancellor him- 
self was not prepared to respond 
to the criticism, however. “They 
don’t know anything about Ger- 
many and they don’t want to ei- 
ther," Mr Kohl said. “Otherwise 


Taliban threat forces uneasy pact 


Russia has asked for Britain’s 
help over the Afghan crisis. 

Christopher Bellamy reports 


The continued success of the Is- 
lamic fundamental ist Taliban in 
Afghanistan has brought about 
a bizarre rerun of the 19th-cen- 
tury “Great game", when Brit- 
ish' and Russian diplomats 
engaged in cloak-and-dagger 
operations to establish influence 
in .Afghanistan and Central 
Asia in the face of a Russian 
threat to invade the British Raj 
in India. 

But in the new game, the 
players arc rather different. 
Russia has quietly asked Britain 
lor help, and the two former im- 
pcrial adversaries find them- 
selves arrayed with France, Iran 
and other former Soviet re- 
publics against Britain's ally 
the United States. 

In recent weeks, the Taliban 
- ‘seekers of religious knowl- 
edge"- who seized Kabul in the 
autumn have continued to dri- 
ve back the Jamiat-i-Islami fac- 
tion led by the military 
commander. General Ahmed 
Shah Masood. 

The Taliban have continued 
to make gains north of Kabul, 


Alone among 
great powers, 
the US supports 
the Taliban 


near the entrance to the key 
Panjshir valley, the scene 
of much fighting during the 
Soviet Union’s 10-year Afghan 
war, which leads north-east to 
Tajikistan. Fighting has recent- 
ly taken place around Bagram 
airbase, north of the capital. 

The Independent has learned 
that Russia has hinted to Britain 
that it wants more help against 
the Taliban and in support of 
General Masood's troops. This 
is consistent with Russian nois- 
es about concern for their “near 
abroad" and requests for Nato 
help in dealing with Central 
Asian instability. 

The Jamiat-i-lslami gains its 
support mainly from the Farsi 
( Persian /-speaking ethnic group 
in Afghanistan and has sup- 
porters in Russia, Iran and In- 
dia. All these countries support 
General Masood against the ex- 
treme Sunni Taliban, who are 
mostly ethnic Pathans. So do 
Britain and France, which are 
both concerned about Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

Iran is unhappy about the 
presence of the Taliban just 
across its border. The Sunni Tal- 
iban movement's strong senti- 
ments against the Shia and 
Pathan domination of a large- 
ly Persian-speaking area of 
Afghanistan, are both most un- 


welcome to Iran. Neighbouring 
Uzbekistan is uneasy about Is- 
lamic fundamentalists, particu- 
larly Pathans. so dose to its 
borders. Tajikistan fears that 
fundamentalist influences 
might reinforce Islamic insur- 
gents on its territory', and Rus- 
sia fears they might spread in 
Russia, too. ' 

On 4 October last year. Rus- 
sia called a conference of the 
CIS to discuss the situation in 
Afghanistan, which is adding to 
its concerns about security in the 
former Soviet Union - the 
“near abroad”. By the end of 
last year, Russia was openly ask- 
ing Nato for help in improving 
security in central Asia. 

Pakistan, which has given 
some encouragement and sup- 
port to the Taliban, also has its 
concerns. It is worried that the 
Taliban may revive demands for 
an independent Pathan state 
(Pushlunistan) which would in- 
corporate an extensive bell of 
Pakistani territory. 

The Pakistan government 
also worries about a spill-over 
of militant Islam from Afghani- 
stan, which is already hap- 
pening - the Taliban have re- 
ceived training and weaponry 
from extreme Islamic groups in 
Pakistan. 

However, alone among the 
great powers, the United States 
has been supporting the Taliban 
- because of its historic an- 
tipathy towards both Russia 
and Iran. Diplomatic sources 
said they found the US attitude 
rather naive, but there was no 
doubt of its direction. 

That has brought about the 
unlikely and unwelcome 
prospect of British and French 
weaponry and advisers on Gen- 
eral Masood's side clashing 
with US advisers and materiel 
on the Thliban side. 

The Foreign Office said yes- 
terday that it remained com- 
mitted to the current arms 
embargo prohibiting supplies to 
Afghanistan and that Britain's 
main concern was to maintain 
the Overseas Development Ad- 
ministration's aid project in 
Afghanistan which the Taliban 
regime has hindered. 

Diplomatic sources said they 
were very concerned about the 
repression of women and the 
implementation of their inter- 
pretation of Islamic sharia law, 
but has refused to comment on 
suggestions that Britain was 
playing a more active role, and 
stressed that British diplomats 
in the region would meet rep- 
resentatives of any of the war- 
ring factions. However, other 
sources say that other options 
are also being canvassed. 

Afghanistan is already awash 
with weapons, mostly inherited 
from the 10-vear Soviet war. 



Ha ncte off: John Bull warding off trespassers at the Afghan border, as representedby Punch in 1885, .In the 19th^ntur* Britain andRussia engaged in 
cloak-and-dagger operations to establish influence in Afghanistan in the face of a threat to invade British India Photograph: Mary Evans Picture Library 


However, the Taliban have 
also acquired US weapons via 
Pakistan. 

Harold Wilson famously said 
that “the frontiers of Britain lie 
on the Himalayas" -but he said 
it just before slashing Britain’s 
defence commitments east of 
•Suez. The renewed attention in 
London to Afghanistan is evi- 
dence that the end of the Cold 
War is taking Britain back into 
places which hitherto were only 
Imperial memories. A power 
vacuum has opened up, and 
Britain is one of many nations 


edging into it. 

Ii is partly oil and gas that has 
led to a revival of British inter- 
est. British Gas and BP are both 
involved in extracting gas and 
oil from Central Asia. British 
Gas is involved in a joint ven- 
ture with Agip, an Italian com- 
pany. and the Kazakhstan 
government to exploit a huge 
field at Karchaganak in Kaza- 
khstan. BP is involved in joint 
ventures in Kazakhstan and 
Azerbaijan to extract petroleum 
from the Caspian Sea. This has 
meant that there is considerable 


concern in London over the sta- 
bility of Central Asia, and a de- 
sire to assist Russia in main- 
taining it. 

There are only two small gas 
distribution pipes running from 
Uzbekistan into Afghanistan, 
which date back to the days 
when Afghanistan was no more 
than a client regime of the 
Soviet Union. Until a stable and 
politically acceptable regime is 
established, Afghanistan is only 
of interest as a route to get rel- 
atively snail quantities of oQ and 
gas to Pakistan. 
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they wouldn't have talked such 

™ Ignorance cuts both ways. Mr 
Kobl admitted he had not seen 
the letter, and asked u he 
planned to respond, he said; 
“No, I do not have any inten- 
tion whatsoever of reacting. I 
haven't read the names of those 
who signed this thing.” He was 
supported by Rudotf Scfaarpmg. 
parliamentary leader of the op- 
position Social Democrats. 
“This letter is unacceptable, n 
only because of the scandalous 
comparison between today s 
Germany and Hitler’s fasrism, 
he told the newspaper Bud. 

Two 
bombs 
injure 
10 in 
Tel Aviv 

Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem . 


Two bombs injured ten people, 
two of them seriously, in a 
poor area of south Tfel Aviv last 
night in what may be the re- 
sumption of a Palestinian 
bombing campaign. 

The bombs, however, were 
less lethal and less powerful 
than those used in February and 
March which kflled 58 people 
in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and 
Ashkelon. 

The two blasts came ten min- 
utes apart, near the old bus sta- 
tion, a slum district with a high 
crime rate - making it possible 
that the attacks were in fact pan 
of a criminal feud. The first 
bomb, at 8.20pm, was in a 
garbage can and the second was 
a pipe bomb. Two of those in- 
jured were policemen caught in 
the second blast. 

Hundreds of police swarmed 
to the area and cordoned off the 
site of the blast, and sources said 
they feared a third bomb might 
have been set up. A helicopter 
hovered over the area, appar- 
ently trying to spot possible as- 
sailants attempting to flee. 

Early police reports suggest- 
ed that the explosions had a po- 
litical motive, but if so, the 
attacks appear less carefully 
planned than those earlier in the 
year. 

If the bombs are blamed on i 
Palestinian faction they will for 
ther damage the chances of th« 
right-wing government impie 
men ting the Oslo peace accord; 

Israeli and Palestinian off 
dais had feared radicals migl 
tty to stage attacks to scuttle 2 
emerging deal on Israel's d 
layed pullout from the Wtf 
Bank town of Hebron and i 
further troop pullouts in ruJ 
parts of the West Bank. 

The Islamic Jihad, one of ie 
groups responsible for stride 
bomb attacks, is still commied 
to further military action agaist 
Israel. Its leader said at tbend 
of last year that ft was only svo- 
gent security measures by Imeli 
and Palestinian police whidiad 
prevented the plantin| of 
bombs. . j 

Avigdor Kahalani, theliin- 
ister of Internal Security said 
last night that police tliugfat 
Arab guerrillas were respnsi- 
ble. Last week, off-duty iraeli 
soldier Noam Friedman oened 
fire on a vegetable maret in 
Hebron, injuring five peojle. He 
said he hoped to scuttle tie He- 
bron accord. Islamic nilitant 
groups had said they would 
avenge that attack. 

The chief of police srid tha' 
the bombs had been packet 
with nails, and this suggested 
guerrilla attack. 



On Saturday, January 11 the Financial 
Times launches its annual ‘Lunch for a 
Fiver’ offer. From Monday to Friday for 
the next two weeks you can enjoy a two 
course lunch from as little as £5. 

There are 400 restaurants all over the 
country taking part with either £5, £7.50 
or £10 menus. 

All you have to do is buy the FT this 
Saturday for a full list of participatini 
restaurants. Then make a reservation 
stating the FT ‘Lunch for a Fiver’ offer 
January 13 to January 24. Two weefo 
when you simply 
must do lunch. 


No FT f no commen:. 
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...and you worithaveto 

go far to find them. 

* Discover just how special the Macintosh Performa range is at your local Apple Dealer today and 
you can claim £ 200 back if you buy a Macintosh Performa 5400 or 6400 before the end of 'January: 


LONDON 
Albion Computers 

53-55 Mortimer Si, London 

WIN7TD 

0171 631 5305 

Apple at Harrods 

Harrods (3rd Floor), 

87-135 Brompton Rd, London 

SW1X7XL 

0171 730 1234 

Babel Systems 

7 Goldhawk Mews, London 

W1Z8PA 

0181 749 8222 

Camelot* 

Unit 2. 10 William Rd, 

London NW1 3EN 
0171 383 2727 

Chromasonic Computer 
Centre 

Chromasonic House, 

2 The Crest, Hendon, London 

NW42HW 

0181 203 8989 

Computer Warehouse* 

9 Hatton St, London NW 8 8 PR 
0171 7244104 . 

Gasteiner Technologies 
18-22 Sterling Way. Edmonton, 
London N18 2YZ 
0181 345 6000 

Micro Aurika 

13 Chenies St, London 

WC1E7ET 

0171 636 25*t 7 

Micro Rent 

Sl Marks Studios, 
Chillingworth Rd, London 
N7.8QJ 

01“1 700 4848 

Mygate* 

Unit 11. 

5ourhbrook Industrial Estate. 
Southbrook Rd, 

London SE12 8 LG 
'08000181424 

PM Systems 

782 Gamut Lane, London 

SW170LZ 

0181 672 1241 

System Solutions 
The Desktop Centre. 

17-19 Backwater Sc, 

London SE22 8 RS 

0181 693 3355 

Thsha Computers 

120 Chiswick High Rd. 

Chiswick, London W4 1PU 
0181 994 7424 


Tasha Computers 

290 Kensington High St, 
London Wl 4 8 NZ 
On 602 9444 

Trams 

47-51 Gillingham Sc, 

London SW1V 1HS 
0171 5+i 1300 

SOUTHEAST 

1st Temptation Computers 
29/30 Witling St, Canterbury 
01227 764455 

ADM Computing 

24 Lower Bridge St, Canterbury 
01227 450200 

AppIePoini Thames Yhlley 

1 Mackenzie St, High St, Slough 
01753 518866 

CIC Software 

26 High St, Merstham, Redhill 
01737644829 

Gocktower 

Stortford Rd, Little Hadham 
01279771038 ' 

Computer Sense 

Gravdands Business Centre, 
Boundary Why, 

Hemel Hempstead 
01442 252555 

Datacore Consultants 

319a Broomfield Rd, Chelmsford 
01245 261578 

GDN Associates 
23 Manor Rd, Hastings 
01424 714110 

Express Graphics Systems 
Unit 14, Pelham Court 
Business Centre, Crawley 
Q1293 416416 

Flame 

12 Kings Park, Primrose Hill, 
Kings Langley 
01923 270171 

Hussey & Greaves 
94 Hutton Rd, Shenfield, 
Brentwood 
01277226262 

Macliue* 

Mill House, Mill Lane, 

Carshalion 

0181 4011111 

MacWarehouse* 

Unit 6 , Wolsey Business Park, 
Tolpits Lane, Wbrfbrd 
0800 801936 

Network Computer 
Consultants 

Famcombe House, 

16 Marker St. Lewes 
01273487702 


ME Electronics 

4 Weighbridge Row, 

Cardiff Rd, Reading 
01734 500551 

Network Professional 

1 10 Queens Rd, Brighton 
01273 748083 

Performance Direct* 

Kingfisher House. 

160-162 High St, Egham 
01784 477088 

Solutions Incorporated 

200 Portland Rd. Hove 
01273 203323 

SRS Systems 

Unit 1 Belvue Business Centre. 
Belvue Rd, Nonholt 
0181 841 1800 

Thames Valley Systems 

1 Southern Court, South St, 

Reading 

0118 95818 29 

The Mac Express 

10 Lawrence Rd,%st Wickham 
0181 462 5626 

The Mac Zone* 

Genesis House, MerrowLane, 

Guildford 

0800393696 

Universal Advanced 
Technology 

UlLswarer Crescent Industrial 
Estate. Maripit Lane, 

Coulsdon 
0181763 5000 

Viewdata Computing 

Central House, 124 High St, 
Hampton Hill 
0181 943 3922 

SOUTH 

Island Computer Systems 
41 Horsebridge Hill, 

Parkhursr, Isle of Wight 
01983 821717 

Lan-U-Uke 

12a Sandleheath Industrial 
Estate, Old Brickyard Rd, 
Sandleheath, Fordingbridge 
01425 657905 

The Music Corporation 
The Market Place, Ringwood 
01425470007 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Guernsey Computers 

33 Commercial Arcade, 

St. Peter Port 
01481728738 


EAST ANGLIA 
AppleCentre Cambridge 

Unit 5. Clifton Court. Cambridge 
01223 2-17111 

Electronics for Publishing 

Suite 2. The Old Church. 

St. Matthews Rd. Norwich 
01603 "V574 

Hussey & Knights 

Grapliics House, fcO Bethel St. 

Norwich 

01603 ■’61030 

Peterborough Computer 
Systems 

5 Milnyard Square, Bakewell Rd, 
Orton Southgate, Peterborough 
01733 370606 

SOUTHWEST 
AM Micro Distribution 
Roman Court, 

48 New North Rd, Exeter 
01392 426473 

Computer Capability 

14 Oaktree Place. Matford 
01392 207620 - • ■' ‘ 

LP & TS Publishing 

14 Camelot Court, Somenon 
01458 274528 

Tantra Computers 

48 Kensington Park Rd, Bristol 
0117972 4708 

Thvy Typesetting 

42 Brook St, Tavistock 
01822615007 

Servo Computer Services 

6 Manaton Court, 

Manaton Close, 

Matford Business Park, Exeter 
01392 201300 

Western Computers 

Victoria House, Temple Gate, 
Bristol 

0117 922 5661 

MIDLANDS 
Adams Computers 

High St. Sutton Coldfield 
0121 354 9222 

Apple Centre Nottingham 

Queens Court, Lemon Lane, 

Nottingham 

0115 950 5352 

Bedford Computers 

31-33 Tavistock Sl Bedford 
01234271113 

C J Graphic Supplies 
90 Newtown Row, Birmingham 
0121 333 3448 


Ceitip Computers 

Lower Mill St. Kidderminster 
01562822222 

Gordon Harwood* 
Computers 

New Sl Alfreton 
017^3 836781 

Jigsaw Systems* 

The Old Mill, High Church St, 
Nottingham 

0115 942 2990 

Leicester Computer 
Centre 

ljarrom 3t, Leicester 

0116 2556268 

PCM Technologies 

Midland House. 

3rd Floor, New Rd, Halesowen 
0121 585 0191 

Sidwell Technology 

48 Dorridge Rd, Dorridge, 

SolihuB 

01564 775775 

Ihck Associates 

18 Chester Rd North, 

Sutton Coldfield 
0121353 7625 

WALES 

Blaenachddu Computer 
Centre 

Cape! I wan, Newcastle Emlyn, 

Carmarthenshire 

01559 371219 

Copystat (Cardiff) 

Norbury Rd, Fairwater, Cardiff 
01222 566133 

Hi-MachUK 
The Church House, 
Hawkesbury Rd, Buckley 
01244 549563 

MacWestem 

Longtross Court, 

47 Newport Rd, Cardiff 
01222 465656 

Vbnian Print "technologies 

The Media Centre, 

Ivor House, Bridge St, Cardiff 
01222 222555 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
CEM Computers 
CEM House, 

Victoria Business Park, 

West Bank Rd. Belfast 
01232 556677 

Office Overload 

24 William St, Dungannon 
01868 727323 


Firebird 

Unit b " 7 Enterprise House, 

Ball 00 Avenue. Ball 00 
Industrial Estate. Bangor 
0124"’ 

NORTH 
ABC Microcore 

99 High St, Gosfbrth, 

Newcasde Upon Tyne 
01912131212 

AppleCentre Warrington 

Gemini Business Park, 

244 Europa Boulevard. 
Westbrook, Warrington 
0192544^499 

3Dabs Direct* 

Direct House. 

30 Wingates Industrial Park, 
West Houghton, Bolcon 
0800 680000 

Direct Memory 

98 Grosvenor St. All Saints, 

Manchester 

0161 2744404 

FH Brown 

Man' S l Manchester 
0161 661 1000 

FH Brown 

Elmhirst Lane, Dodworth, 

Barnsley 

01226777111 

FH Brown 

Farrington Rd, Burnley 
01282 830000 

Hi-lfec Computer Services 

Cliffe House, Prospect Rd, 

Bradford 

01274 626379 

Holdens Computer Services 

The Mansions, Chapel Lane, 
Longton, Preston 
01772 615512 

Jennings Computer Services 

133 Victoria Rd. Scarborough 
01723374196 

LCS (North West) 

Orchard House, Castle Garth, 

Kendal 

01539 741777 

Newcastle Computer 
Services 

Belville House. Ponteland. 
Newcasde Upon Tyne 
01661 S03000 

FA Business Services 
10 Hardhom Way, 
Poulton-Ie-Fylde 
01253 899144 


Resolution 

Unit “RodierO urn. 

Bari> it lndustnai EsLite. 

Rotherham 

onrt 123435 

Semaphore Design (Sterns) 

Progress House. 

22 Pilgrims St. Liverpool 
0151 708“lUl 

The Apple Studio 

Casdegate Quay. 

Stockton on Sea 
01642 6* 7 9fK)0 

Tomorrow’s World 

25-33 Paragon St, Hull 
0U82 324887 

SCOTLAND & THE ISLES 
AppleCentre Dundee 

Suite 3, Grianan Building, 
Dundee Technical Park. 
Dundee 
01382 561110 

AppleCentre Edinburgh 

14/16 Holyrood Rd. Edinburgh 
0131 5575995 

AppleCentre Scotsys 

Righead IndustriaJ Park. 

Bell&hill, Strathdyde 
01698846001 

CMYK Digital Solutions 

42-44 Swanfield, 

Bennington Rd. Edinburgh 
0131 555 5252 

Caipe Diem Solutions 

Unit 2, 

The fort Dundas Business Park. 
100 Borron St, Glasgow 
01413339901 

Inverness Mac Shop 

44 Swanston Avenue. Inverness 
01463 22 ITT) 

PP Systems 

Templandsftaw, Som. Mauchline 
01290 551543 

The Computer Shop 

169 Commercial Sl 
L erwick, Shetland 
01595 694744 

OTHER OUTLETS 
The Macintosh Performa range 
is also available from hundreds 
of other Apple Dealers and 
Retailers nationwide. 

for details of ocher Macintosh 
forforma stockists not listed 
here, call the Apple Information 
Centre, free on 0800 234800 . 

♦These dealers also offer 
direct telephone sales and 
delivery nationwide. 
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Harman Grisewood 


Harman Grisewood, a founding 
father of the Third Programme 
and the holder of several top po- 
sitions in the BBC, rose by an 
unusual route. During the Sec- 
ond World War. he suddenly 
leapfrogged from a relatively 
obscure post in Broadcasting 
House to become the Number 
2 of the European Division in 
Bush House. 

In 1941 Government minis- 
ters, using their wartime pow- 
ers, had insisted that the BBC 
should appoint Ivone Kirk- 
patrick of the Foreign Office to 
the new post of Controller of the 
European Division, responsible 
immediately to the Director- 
General. The BBC in turn de- 
clared that Kirkpatrick must 
take as a deputy someone 
with substantial broadcasting ex- 
perience. It was a bard driven 
bargain. 

At Worcester College. Ox- 
ford. where he was a history 
scholar. Harman Grisewood 
had been a leading member of 
the OUDS. After he came 
down he took a humble job writ- 
ing the labels for Fortnum and 
Mason's delicacies. One day an 
Oxford friend in charge of the 
Children s Hour at Savoy Hill in- 
vited him to read a chapter of 
Ivanhoe to the children. He 
came away with three guineas. 
This was three shillings more 
than he earned in a whole week 
at Fortnum and Mason. Sn he 
gave in his notice the next day 
and spent the next four years 
acting in radio plays with the 
BBC Repertory Company. In 
1933 he joined the BBC staff as 
an announcer, like his better 
known cousin Freddie, and in 



Grisewood: a cultivated mind 


the early' part of the war was en- 
gaged in routine work as a pro- 
gramme planner. 

Harman Grisewood had a 
cultivated mind, though not at 
that time any great knowledge 
of foreign affairs, nor indeed of 
European languages. He had 
not sougbL the Bush House 
job, which involved a substan- 
tial promotion, nor had he even 
known of it before he was ap- 
pointed. Moreover Kirkpatrick, 
who had been educated biy 
Benedictines at Downside, con- 
sidered he had no need of an 
Assistant Controller at all. and 
certainly not one who had at- 
tended Ampleforth. the Jesuit 
boarding school in Yorkshire. 
"Two Catholics." he warned 
Grisewood. "some people will 
make trouble." 

But fears of a Protestant 
backlash were ill founded, and 
Kirkpatrick and Grisewood 
worked harmoniously together 
and with the rest of us in Bush 
House. Hannan Grisewood 
headed the European Service 


for nine months at the end of 
the war on a temporary basis, 
after the Foreign Office bad re- 
claimed Kirkpatrick, and indeed 
had hopes of becoming its per- 
manent chief. 

But what was needed for the 
Controllership in peacetime 
was authority in Whitehall, 
which Grisewood, for all his 
qualities, lacked. The post went 
to Sir Ian Jacob, the former As- 
sistant Military Secretary to 
the Cabinet, and Grisewood 
dropped down to become the 
number two in the Talks Divi- 
sion. He disliked its squabbling 
atmosphere and in 1947, unwell 
and disenchanted with the 
BBC, he resigned. 

For a few months he tended 
his garden and regained his 
health. He then received a 
handwritten letter from George 
Barnes, the designated head of 
the new Third Programme, ask- 
ing him on a personal and tem- 
porary basis to come and help 
him run it Grisewood, who ad- 
mitted to being "an inveterate 
highbrow”, was delighted. 
Moreover their interests were 
complementary; Cantabrigian 
Barnes was Anglican, musical 
and romantic. Oxonian Grise- 
wood was Roman Catholic, lit- 
erary and classical. Together 
they enlarged the vocabulary of 
broadcasting. 

In less than two years Barnes 
was promoted to a seat on the 
newly established Board of 
Management with the egre- 
gious title of Director of the 
Spoken Word (DSW). Grise- 
wood followed in his footsteps 
first as Head of the Third Pro- 
gramme and eventually also as 


DSW, responsible for those 
programme areas which at- 
tracted the most controversy: 
News, Religion, Talks and Ed- 
ucation. Complaints from edu- 
cationists and the clergy were 
usually just as vociferous as 
those from politicians, if mar- 
ginally less self-serving. 

When Sir Jan Jacob became 
Director-General he appointed 
Grisewood as his Chief Assis- 
tant and abolished the title of 
Director of the Spoken Word. 
Grisewood became the channel 
for communications between 
the DG and the political parties, 
as well as among the current af- 
fairs departments of the BBC 

Grisewood’s autobiography 
One Thing at a Time (196S) re- 
counted a conversation at the 
time of Suez with Sir Anthony 
Eden’s Press and Public Rela- 
tions Secretary, the late William 
Clark. "William told me that the 
Prime Minister had instructed 
the Lord Chancellor to prepare 
an instrument which would take 
over the BBC altogether and 
subject it wholly to the will of 
the Government/’ 

This statement was widely 
discussed after its publication in 
1968 and even debated in the 
House of Commons. William 
Clark admitted to me some 
years later that in talking to 
Grisewood he had exaggerated 
the specific plans afoot, nark’s 
diary, written at the time of 
Suez, but published after his 
death, makes no mention of the 
alleged instruction to the Lord 
Chancellor. 

Nevertheless throughout the 
Suez crisis the BBC was under 
very heavy pressure from the 


Eden Government to avoid, in 
press reviews broadcast overseas 
for instance, any mention of do- 
mestic opinions critical of 
Eden's action. In the absence of 
Sir lan Jacob at a Common- 
wealth Broadcasting Confer- 
ence in Australia it fell to his 
Chief Assistant Hannan Grise- 
wood and the Acting Director- 
General, the late Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Norman Bottomley, 
to reassert the principle that 
long-term credibility must not 
be sacrificed to short-term po- 
litical expediency and staunch- 
ly to preserve the political 
independence of the BBC. 

Leonard Miali 

Harman Joseph Gerard Grise- 
wood, actor, BBC executive and 
author: bom S February 1906; 
BB C Repertory Company 1929- 
33; Announcer, BBC 1933-36, 
Assistant to Programme Organ- 
iser 1936-39, Assistant Director 
Programme Planning 1939-41, 
Assistant Controller, European 
Division 1941-45, Director Talks 
Division 1946-47, Planner. Third 
Programme 1947-48, Controller 
of the Third Programe 1948-52, 
Director of the Spoken Weed 
1952-55, Chief Assistant to the 
Director-General 1955-64; CBE 
1960; Knight of Grace and De- 
votion, SMO Malta 1960; author 
of Broadcasting and Society 
1949, The Recess 1963, The 
Last Cab on tbe Rank 1964. 
David Jones: Welsh National 
Lecture 1966, One Thing at a 
Time 1968, The Painted Kipper 
1970, Stratagem 1987; married 
1940 Margaret Bailey (one 
daughter); died Eye, Suffolk 8 
January 1997. 
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Portrait of a Maker (Hannan Grisewood) by David Jones, 1332 


The death of Sandor Vegh sees 
the passing of one of the last of 
the great Hungarian violinists 
who could trace their traditions 
back through Hubay and 
Joachim to the Italian violinist 
ViottL Vegh was, throughout 
his long career, soloist, cham- 
ber musician, conductor and 
teacher, and it would be diffi- 
cult lo say in which of these ac- 
tivities he served best the cause 
of music. In other words, he was 
a giant, whose accomplishments 
are indelibly etched upon every 
one of his undertakings. 

Vegh was bom in 1912 in 
Koloszvar in Transylvania and 
studied at the Academy of Mu- 
sic in Budapest { 1924-30) with 
Jeno Hubay (violin), Leo Wein- 
er (chamber music) and Zoltan 
Kodaly (composition). He 
made his debut in 1931 with the 
Hungarian Trio and thereafter 
toured with them and as a 
soloist throughout Europe. He 
became leader of the Hungar- 
ian String Quartet from its 
foundation in 1935 until 1938, 
giving the first performance of 
the Barttik Quartet No 5 with 
them in Barcelona in 1936. In 
1940 he founded the Vegh 
Quartet which he led for 3S 
years, touring Europe, North 
and South America and Asia: 
they also recorded the complete 
cycles of the Beethoven and 
Bartok quartets and in 1978 the 
quartet's recording of Beeth- 
oven's Op. 130 was launched by 
NASA on board Voyager's extra- 
solar trajectory. 

Vdgh was professor of violin 
at the Liszt Academy of Music 
in Budapest (1941-45) and em- 
igrated to Switzerland in 1946. 
He became a French citizen in 
1952, holding professorships at 
the Academy of Music, Basie 
(1953-63), the Hochschule fur 
Musik, Freiburg (1956-64), 
Hochschule fur Musik. Dus- 
seldorf (1964-74) and the Hoch- 
schule Mozarteum. Salzburg 
(1970-87). At the same time he 
continued to give internation- 
al master-classes, solo perfor- 
mances, play chamber music 
and make recordings. Out- 
standing among these are the 
Beethoven sonatas for Violin 
and Piano with Andras Schiff, 
and the complete Mozart piano 
concertos with Schiff and V£gh 
conducting the Salzburg Cam- 
era ta Academica. 

Vdgh founded the Festival of 
Music at Cetvo in Italy in 1962, 
and collaborated with Pablo 
Casals in Lhe Festivals at Prades 
from 1953 to 1969, as a soloist 


Sandor Vegh 



‘Energy invested in music is never lost* : Vegh at the Effinburgh Festival, 1396 Photograph: Clive Barda 


playing under many famous 
conductors including Willem 
Mengelberg, Emo Dohnanyi, 
Josef Krips, Casals, Rudolf 
Serkin and Wilhelm Kempff. He 
was also a guest artist at the 
Marlboro Festival in Vermont, 
in the United States, under 
Serkin, from 1974 to 1977. 

It was when Vegh was play- 
ing the Beethoven Concerto at 
a concert in Truro’ Cathedral 
that, at the invitation of Hilary 
Behrens, one of his ex-pupils, he 
took a few days off to absorb the 
magic of the far west of Corn- 
wall. He was so inspired by the 
atmosphere that he asked 
Behrens if a session of Spring 
Master Gasses could be set up 
there. So came about Vegh s 
most important impact on the 
musical life of the UK. In 1972 
with Behrens as co-director, 
they founded the Internation- 
al Musicians' Seminar (IMS) at 
Prussia Cove in Cornwall. 

It was a huge success and at- 
tracted young musicians from all 
over tbe world to work and learn 
together in a relaxed, idyllic set- 
ting making music often far into 
the night. The success of the un- 
dertakings. further encouraged 
by Vegh’s exjjeriences at the 
Marlboro Festival in Vermont, 
prompted the addition in 1975 
of the IMS Open Chamber 
Music Seminar, held each Sep- 
tember, which proved equally 
popular. Since its inception the 
IMS has become a symbol of 
ideal musical performance for 


some 2,000 musicians through- 
out the world and has a firm 
place in British musical life. 
V£gh retired as artistic director 
in 1996. 

Vegh's playing was distin- 
guished by its purity and 
warmth of tone, and above all. 
his breadth of musical under- 
standing. He was once asked 
what was the difference between 
his generation and the young 
people of today as regards then- 
approach to music. He replied: 

The great difference is that the 
world of today is permeated by tech- 
nology and ruled by machines. Our 
generation was still near to nature 
and our experience of sensations of 
every kind was not watered down by 
mechanical reproduction- V>e came 
to our musical education already im- 
pregnated by a live and vibrant mu- 
sical background. The whole 
atmosphere into which we were bom 
was already, by definition, a musical 
one. 

One had only to watch VtSgh 
giving a master-class to see 
what he meant He would pin- 
point exactly the fault of a stu- 
dent and by demonstrating, 
remonstrating ami gesticulating 
like a ten-armed windmill, he 
would bring about a complete 
metamorphosis in the most 
timid young player. 

As a man he was small of 
stature, but gigantic in per- 
sonality, and his facial expres- 
sions, grunts and gurgles 
were all part of Lhe scenario 
which drew the most highly 
criticised students to return 


year after year to ask for more. 

When asked, well into his six- 
ties, if he hoped to remain as ac- 
tive as ever into old age, he 
replied: 

Activity is the expression of an inner 
rhythm. Energy invested in music is 
never Iosl Rhythm is an expression 
of life itself. Everything that has to 
do with music will retard the onset 
of the process of ageing. To partici- 
pate in music has a definite thera- 
peutic value from this point of view. 
Have vou ever seen a senile musi- 
cian? Look at Emile Sauer, Felix 
Weingartner, Pierre Monteux, Ernst 
Ansermet, Stokowsky, Artur Ru- 
binstein and many others. 

In his own case, true to his 
words, Sindor Vegh was still 
making beautiful music on his 
superb violin, the “Earl of Har- 
rington" Stradivarius, right up 
to the last. 

Margaret Campbell 

Sandor V6gh, violinist: bom 
Koloszvar, Transylvania 17 May 
1912; Professor of Violin, Liszt 
Academy of Music. Budapest 
1941-45; Professor of Violin, 
Academy of Music, Basle 1953- 
63: Professor ' of Violin, 
Hochschule fur Mtisik, Freiburg 
1956-64; Professor of Violin, 
Hochschule fUr Musik, Diissel- 
dorf 1964-74; Professor of Vio- 
lin, Hochschule Mozarteum, 
Salzburg 1970-87; artistic direc- 
tor, International Musicians' 
Seminar 1972-96; Honorary 
CBE 1988; married fane daugh- 
ter, one son); died Fretiassing, 
Germany 7 January 1997. 


Ronald Fowler 


Ronald Fowler's life as a 
teacher of economics, an orig- 
inal thinker, and a writer of 
scholarly texts was ended by 
Hitler when the Second World 
War drew him into the civil 
service and transformed a 
promising analyst of industry 
into a conscientious “public” 
servant The Austrian economist 
Friedrich Wieser, whose theo- 
ry of value as “opportunity 
cost”, the sacrifice of alterna- 
tives, I often discussed with 
Fowler, indicated the real cost 
of the lost scholar. 

He was born in 1910, and 
showed early promise at Ban- 
croft’s School that led him to 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics, where he was taught 
by the influential liberal school 
of Professors Lionel (later 
Lord) Robbins, (Sir) Arnold 
Plant, (Sir) John Hicks and 
‘others. He graduated (with ho- 
nours) in 1931, was awarded a 
Cassel Travelling Scholarship, 
named after the industrialist 
benefactor of scholarship Sir 
Ernest Cassel. and appointed 
Lecturer in Commerce in 1932, 
a post he filled until 1940 
when he was recruited into the 
wartime Central Statistical 
Office. 

At the LSE he had taken to 
research that yielded new in- 
sights on the pricing system of 
the market. His . book on The 
Depreciation of Capital in 1934 
was preceded by correspon- 
dence in 1932-33 on an idea be- 
ing developed by his student 
friend, Ronald Coase, another 
Cassel Travelling Scholar, 
whose classic article “The Na- 
ture of the Firm" in the 1937 
LSE journal Economica, even- 
tually revolutionised economic 
thinking on the structure of in- 
dustry. Fowler’s book showed 
that although tbe economic 
system of competing firms was, 
as Adam Smith showed in 1776, 
co-ordinated by the pricing sys- 
tem, it was the “transaction 


costs” of deals between firms 
that explained why it was 
preferable to replace it only 
within firms by internal alloca- 
tion of resources. 

This theory was so radical 
that economists underrated it 
for many years. But together 
with another historic Coase ar- 
ticle in 1961 on "The Problem 
of Social Cost", published in the 
University of Chicago Journal of 
Law and Economics , it formed 
the basis of the award to Coase 
in 1991 of the Nobel Prize in 
Economic Sciences. In his writ- 
ings- as in his recent book On 
Economics and Economists 
(University of Chicago Press, 
1994), Coase generously ac- 
knowledged the intellectual co- 
operation of the yearly . 1930s 
from his student friend' and 
colleague. 

Fowler also collaborated 
fruitfully with Coase and an- 
other LSE colleague, (Sir) 
Ronald Edwards, Chairman of 
the Electricity Council, in the 
work of the Accounting Re- 
search Association on bow the 
figures assembled for the bal- 
ance sheets of companies 
could be used for economic re- 
search as a guide to the oppor- 
tunity cost of resources used in 
production. 

Fowler and Coase also 
worked on research which re- 



Fowler: analytical 


vealed that, in deciding future 
output, producers did not, as 
economists had supposed, as- 
sume that prices would remain 
unchanged. If they did, output 
would fluctuate. In pig pro- 
duction they found that 
when prices were unusually 
hi gh, producers expected them 
to fall, and when unusually low 
they were expected to rise. 
Fluctuations in prices would 
level out outputs. Fowler ap- 
plied the analysis to the pro- 
duction of steel in an article 
published in the United States 
in the Quarterly Journal of 
Economics . 

From 1937 until military ser- 
vice I shared Fowler's room 
when I was appointed to the 
LSE Research Staff. I was awed 
to find that he had as neigh- 
bours the intellectual giant 
Friedrich Hayek and the 
distinguished refugee from 
Cambridge. Professor D.H. 
Robertson, who had moved af- 
ter differences with the Key- 
nesians. After the war Fowler 
and I lived near each other in 
west Kent He was godfather to 
our first son. 

Fowler also applied his ana- 
lytical mind to Whitehall. He 
was at the Central Statistical Of- 
fice from 1940 to 1950. at the 
Ministry of Labour as Director 
of Statistics and Under- 
secretary from 1950 to 1968 and 
then Director of Statistical Re- 
search until 1972 On retirement 
he was Consultant to the Prices 
Division of Statistics Canada in 
Ottawa 1971-72. 

His varied researches pro- 
duced a published paper on 
“The Duration of Unemploy- 
ment" in 1968 and two papers 
on “Problems of Index Number 
Construction” in 1970 and 
1973. His consultancies led to 
articles in British and American 
economic and statistical jour- 
nals. Fowler seemed to indicate 
that the change from the exec- 
utive to the research post fol- 


lowed a difference of opinion 
with a Minister. 

Down the years there was 
much we discussed since we 
lived near each other. My efforts 
to persuade him to write for the 
Institute of Economic Affairs on 
general inferences for govern- 
ment policy-making, without 
divulging confidences, were 
invariably met by references f ev 
the Official Secrets Acl It is hi* 
gap in our knowledge of the 
working of government that 
the claims of politicians are 
not corrected by impartial 
advisers. 

He was an upright English- 
man with rigorous standards 
ttaaL would not allow him to 
speak of his anxieties about gov- 
ernment activities and policies 
under both political parties. 
We shall never know how much 
his “public" services in White- 
hall prevented him from bene- 
fiting the real public by 
academic scholarship. 

Ronald Fowler lived quietly 
in his modest home in Kent with 
Brenda, bis wife since 1 937. She 
came also from a family which 
produced a distinguished econ- 
omist, Dr Vera Smith, who 
married the Swiss economist 
Professor Friedrich Lutz. They 
were childless but enjoyed 
friendship. 


Arthur Seldon 

Ronald Frederick Fowler, econo- 
mist: bom 21 April 1910; CBE 
1950; Sir Ernest Cassel Travelling 
Scholar 1929-30; .'Assistant, later 
Lecturer in Commerce, London 
School of Economics 1932-40; 
Central Statistical Office 1940-50; 
Director of Statistics and Under- 
secretary, Ministry of Labour 
1950-68; Director of Statistical Re- 
search, Department of Employ- 
ment 1968-72; Consultant, Prices 
Division, Statistics Canada, Ot- 
tawa 1971-72; Statistical Con- 
sultant, Prices Commission 
1973-77; married 1937 Brenda 
Smith; died 5 January 1997. 
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Diana Morgan 


I first met Diana Morgan 12 
years ago, writes Dan Crawford, 
[further to the obituary by 
Adam Benedict, 6 January]. 

I had been asked to produce 
a revue for the King’s Head, Is- 
lington, that would use mater- 
ial first performed at the pre- 
war Gate Theatre. Diana’s 
careful crafting of lhe history 
of the Gate and her profound 


understanding of the time 
historically and dramatically 
made the show a considerable 
success. 

Diana was then commis- 
sioned by us to adapt Frances 
Hodgson Burnett’s The Secret 
Garden as a musical. This was 
finally presented in 1994 both 
over the summer holidays as a 
children's matinee and at. 


Christinas. It also played at 
the Watermill Theatre in New- 
bury to full houses over the 1994 
Christmas season. 

Diana Morgan was a mar- 
vellous team player, always 
ready to make rewrites in 
spile of the infirmity of age and 
□ear total blindness. If more 
humour was required, some- 
thing that didn't come natural- 


ly to The -Secret Garden, she 
was able to supply it on the 
spot. She well understood £ 
the importance of sentimen- 
tal shading, when to be astrin- 
gent and when to let emotions 
flow. 

I was also pleased to be able 
to produce her excellent play 
The Dark Stranger ; starring Ruth 
Madoc, last year- 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

♦ 

BIRTHS 

BORN: lb Alison (tfoe Middle ion 1 
and Chris, on 6 January, a daughter. 
Alexa Eugenie Cookes, a sister tor 
Camilla and Cosmo. 

DEATHS 

SAMPSON: Peter Charles Frederick, 
formerly at Thames Television, died 
suddenly in Southampton Hospital, 
on 15 December 19%. Cherished hus- 
band and best friend of Jill, deeply 
loved by his children and stepchildren, 
Mark. Laura. Beth. Julian. Jessica. 
Cassian and adoring grandfather of 
Joe. Private funeral has already tak- 
en place. Donations to his memory, 
if desired, for lhe West Dorset 
MacMillan Service, c.'o Brachcr 
Brother: F/D. Gillingham, Doras SPS 
4QL, telephone 01747 822494. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr D. Phinnemore 
and Miss A- C, Croft 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Antonia Clare, only daughter 
of Jane and Maurice Croft, of Stow 
Longa. Cambridgeshire, and David, 
only son of Pauline and Jeffrey Phin- 
nemore, of Datchei, Berkshire. 

Birthdays 

Sir Walter Bodmer, Principal, Hert- 
ford College, Oxford, 61; Mr Eddie 
Ctaeever, motor-racing driver, 59; Sir 
Robin Chicfaester-Clarfc, former M P 
and government minister. 69; Mr 
Thomas Clarke MP. 5b; Sir Arthur 
Gold, honorary life president of the 
European Athletic Association. SO: 
Mr Derek Hammond -Stroud, oper- 
atic baritone, 71; Sir David Hopkin, 
former ChicT Metropolitan Stipen- 
diary Magistrate. 75; Sir Derek 
Hornby, former chairman. British 
Overseas Trade Board, 67; Mr 
Thomas Hutton, former chief exec- 


utive of Total Oil. 76; Miss Dorothy 
Malone, actress, 71 Sir Robert Mar- 
shall, former chairman of the Na- 
tional Water Council. 77; Dr Peter 
Maihjas, former Master, Downing 
College, Cambridge. 69; Sir David 
Miers, former ambassador to the 
Netherlands, 60; Sir David Ncu- 
berger, High Court judge, 4& Mr 
Denis Peach, former Chief Charity 
Commissioner, 69; Mr Alan 
Protheroe, journalist and broad- 
caster. 63: Mr Anton Bodge's, act jr, 
64; Mr Freddie *_ : Uirr, comedian, 53: 
Mr Rod StewarL, rock singer, 52; Mis' 
Valerie S [radian, chairman. Board of 
Customs and Exotvc, 57; Mr Stephen 
Wall, UK Perm ment Representative 
to the European Union, 50: Mr Er- 
roll J. Yates, former chairman and 
managing director. Kodak. 67. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Nitf: Stensen, anatomist, 
163: Michel ‘fey, marshal of France, 
1769: Dr Goirge B irk heck, educa- 
tionist, J77i.: John Emcrich Acton, 
first Baron Acton, historian. 1834; 


Karl MSchrig, composer and con- 
ductor, 1854; Manuel Azana, presi- 
dent of the Spanish Republic, 1880; 
Grock (Adrien Wettach), clown, 
1880; Alexei Nikolayevich Tolstoy, 
novelist and playwright, 1883; Dame 
Barbara Hepworth, sculptor. 1903; 
Johnnie Ray (John Alvin Ray), 
singer, 1927. Deaths: Pope Gregory 
X, 1276; WDHam Laud, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, beheaded 1645; Car- 
olus Linnaeus, botanist, 1778; Johann 
Georg Adam Forster, explorer and 
scientist, 1794; Samuel Colt, gun- 
smith, 1862; William Frederick Cody 
(“Buffalo BUT), 1917; Sir John Lav- 
cry, painter, 1941; Gabriela Mistral, 
poet, -1945; Samuel DashieU Ham- 
mett, writer. 1961; Gabrielle (Coco) 
Chanel. 1971; Nubar Sarkis Gul- 
benkian, millionaire, 1972; Chester 
Burnett (“Howling WolF), blues 
singer, 1976. On this day: the Roy- 
al Exchange, designed by Sir Christo- 
pher Wren, burned down, 1838; the 
penny post was begun (although the 
first stamps were not available until 
6 May), and 1 1Z0U0 tenets were post- 
ed in London, 1840; the London Un- 


derground (Metropolitan Railway! 
system was started, 1863; the tomb 
of Cleopatra was discovered, 1890; 
oil was discovered at tbe Spindletop 
Field, Texas, 1901; the League of Na- 
tions was inaugurated, 1920; after the 
rauCcauonof the Uealy of Versailles 
by Germany and the Allies, the First 
World War officially ended, 1920: the 
film Metropolis, by Fritz T-ang , was 
first shown, Berlin, 1926; the cartoon 
character “Tin tin" appeared for the 
first time, 1929; the British govern- 
ment forbade citizens to enlist in 
armies of either side in the Spanish 
Civil War. 1937: the first assembly of 
the United Nations was held in Lon- 
don, 1946; the New London Theatre, 
Drury Lane, opened, 1973; in Zaire, 
the Niragong volcano erupted, caus- 
ing over 2,000 deaths. 1977; in 
Nicaragua, the leader of the oppo- 
sition, and director of tbe newspaper 
La Prvnsa, PJ_ Chamorro, was as- 
sassinated, 1978. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Agatho. pope, St Dermoi 
or Diarmaid, St John the Good, St 
Morcian of Constantinople, St Peter 
Oneok) and Si William of Bo urges. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Jacqueline Lewis, 
“Victims of Anonymity (.11): Work- 
shop of the Master of the Lite of tbe 
Virgil]. Saint Hubert", lpm. 


Church appointments 

The following appointments have 
been announced by the Church of 
England: 

The Rn Helen Bt&ey. la be Chaplain and 
Community Worker lor the Deal ami Hard 
of Hearing in WO Ufa ire (Bnad I- 
The Ri--v Ornsujpttr dv^on. Rector. Si Dim- 
aan and Alt Sams, Stepney; lo be also Area 
Dean of Tamer Hamlet (London). 

The Rev Kevin Davies. Assam Curate. Or 
ley {Bradford l: lo be Pricst-in-drarse, Scot- 
try. and CoieMl vrah Qmwbmian (Carlisle j_ 

The Rev Roper DiKra. Pncsl-ilhdiar^t Bfffl- 

doumwth KeoIetanxiL u> he abo Rural Item 
or Ln» l Si Ednrnmbbnty and Ipswich L 
The Rev Melvin Garsidc, Vicar. Si Mai) Mag- 
dalene. Lundwocufc lo be Vicar. Si Paut'i. 
Hanging Heaton (^ikefidifl. 

Tbe Rev Andrew Girting. Vicar. Drmpbous- 
esrtuhc abo Nbn-najdcntiaiy Canon nfYwfc 
Miiwcr l York!. 

Tbe Rev Timothy Harper. Vtau, Si fticr. 
Brocticy (Southwark): lobe Rector. Amor- 
stum with Coksiull i Oxford). 


Thu RevRaymoiKlJoocs.’Ksani Vicar. Ridge 
way (SaltrtHiiy): lo be Chaplain, FuengiroUi 
Si Andrew. Span) (Europe) 

The Rev Michael Long. Vicar. Cayioti with 
Eaofiekl. and Rural Dean of Scarborough: io 
be ateo non- residentiary Canon o[ York Min- 
sur rYoikj. 

The Rev Gay Pyc. Chaplain (NSM), HM 

PTboii. SuQbrd: to he fuD-bme CbapUhL HM 

Prison Shrewsbury (Lichfield). 

Tbe Rev Bernhard Scfadnemann. Curaie, St 
MarUD-in-ihr-FKkfe (London!: lobe Pncst- 
io-cbjrgK, Lntlcmore (Oxford). 

The Rev Eric Sbegng. Director of Ci'miriu- 
mcanons. General Synod of The Church „f 
England, Church House, Wcsunlnser to he 
Director of Comm unreal ions Tor lhe Diocese 
of London. 

The Rev Alasuir Stevenson. Social and | n - 
ifctttnaJ Chaplain far Swindon: [n he Prictf- 
m -charge. Swmdrm AUSaiias with Si Barnabas 
(Bristol). 

Canon VuKcnl Scmdwict Principal, St Aihuc 
and Oxford Ministry Counce: to be Curaie in 
die Ayle*niy Deanery (Oxford I. 

The Rev Gail Uuky, Leeds Industrial Mi*. 

st-Mt Chaplain and Cerate. KirfcstalL io he Vic- 
or, Lofthcnwe ( Rrpm ), 

RESIGNATIONS and RETIREMENTS 
The Rev John Csyton. Vicar, St Pcier, Fleet- 
wood (Blackburn): to retire 2? fcbruarv 
1997. 

Tbe RcvStephen Goodman. Curaie. Si Fion- 
as of tost Fnar Part I Uchiield): resigned 
I December. 


The Rev Geoffrey Monfa, Chapbin. Hereford 
Calhcdral School (Hereford): -retired J] 
December. ‘ 


Synagogue services j 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtaiped by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 3.58pm. 

United Synagogues: 0171-387 4300. 
Federation of Synagogues: 0181-202 
2263. Union or Liberal and Progesa i ra 
Synagogues 0171-580 1663- Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-34* 
473L Spanish and Portuguese Jem 
Congregation: 0171-289 2573. New 
London Synagogue fMasorti): 0171-328 ; 
1 . 026 . “ 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS - ! 
The Princess Royal vishs HeaHUCJctil- • 
Me«c Frankfun GmbH. FtaaBwrt-ani-^ 
Main. Gcnrmpv. w 

Changing of the Guard- 
The Hotachold Cavalry Mounted Regi- < . 
mem mourns the Queen's Life Guam at 
Horse Guards, 1 lam. 
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Flexible flexibility: Europe’s way forward 


J ohn Major came out smiling from 

Etehftmie Minister, on Tuesday 

■ S ™L ( 2 ldIy enou e h ’ di d Mr Kok. 
™ ?. mee tmg was a reminder that 
Britain out do business in Europe on 
a mutually beneficial basis, even dur- 
ing “e run-up to an election. 

The Independent was pretty pleased 
" because it provided a 

7 straight answer to one of our bench- 
mark questions for the election: will the 
Conservatives pull out of Europe if 
togs go against them? No, said Mr 
: Major* “ a fairly unequivocal way. That 
~ was a signal to British voters, and to 
orher European leaders, that although 
monetary union and the Social Chap- 
ter might be hotly contested in this ejec- 
tion, membership of the European 
Union is not going to be a political 
football; and a good thing too. 

. Mr Kok and Mr Major were pleased 
because they came close to patching up 
a divisive row that had threatened to 
derail the intergovernmental confer- 
ence, the long-distance talkfest that is 
.intended to end in a rewrite of the 
. Maastricht Treaty. The key area under 
discussion was flexibility, the idea that 
.under certain circumstances a core 
group of countries in the European 
Union can go ahead of the others in 
exploring new areas of co-operation. 

The main area for explorine flexi- 
bility will be what is called Common 
Justice and Home Affairs, the rag-bag 


of policies that includes immigration, 
policing, judicial affairs and what diplo- 
mats call “drugs and thugs" - narcotics 
and organised crime. Some countries 
(led by Germany) want much tighter 
co-ordination and integration. Others 
(led by the British government) don't. 
We are an island, we have different 
legal and judicial traditions, and any- 
way. Michael Howard hates the EU. 

There is a bigger philosophical issue 
behind this than the likes and dislikes 
of the Home Secretary, however. Flex- 
ibility is the buzzword in the EU, 
because there is a pressing need to find 
a way to accommodate EU partners 
with different needs and capabilities. 

When there were six members of the 
European Community, it was right to 
move in lockstep. When there were 
nine, it became more difficult. Now 
there are IS; in five years there will be 
20. 25, or 30, stretching from Dublin to 
Lublin and beyond. The EU has 
already started experimenting with the 
principle of different strokes for dif- 
ferent folks: it pervades monetary 
union, border control policy under the 
Schengen agreement, and defence 
arrangements in the Western European 
Union. 

But it needs to go further. Both the 
Europhiles and the Europhobes agree 
that Europe has to accommodate diver- 
sity through flexible integration. John 
Major has talked about a multi-speed, 
multi-track, multi-layer Europe; Ger- 
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many talks about the dangers of forc- 
ing the whole convoy to travel at the 
pace of the slowest ship. But up until 
now, there has been no agreed defini- 
tion of how to do this. 

Britain wants to ensure (hat it can- 
not be forced out of an inner group and 
left on the shelf; equally, it wants the 
right to be involved selectively, in areas 
of integration that it thinks desirable. 
The federalists are worried that letting 
the slowcoaches keep a vela will take 
away the point of the exercise. There 
has been a choice between wobbly flex- 
ibility, too insubstantial to suit the hard- 
core Europeans, and doctrinaire flex- 


ibility, too rigid to be of much interest 
to Britain. The compromise seems to 
be flexible flexibility: allowing people 
to go ahead, but making sure that those 
in the outer core have guaranteed 
safeguards. 

This is a trebly important move. First, 
it means that there is now room for 
agreement on the issue of the princi- 
ples underlying European Union struc- 
tures . Secondly, it means that a revision 
of the passages of the Maastricht Treaty 
covering justice and home affairs may 
now be possible. That would remove 
perhaps the single greatest obstacle to 
a new treaty for Europe. Thirdly, it 


shows that even now - even in the heat 
of a pre-election campaign, when Cab- 
inet ministers like Stephen Dorrell are 
hinting at a tougher stance on Europe 
- compromise can be reached by ratio- 
nal men using rational means. 

It is quite possible, likely even, that 
the Prime Minister who agrees the 
new treaty will be Tony Blair rather 
than John Major. But the Labour 
leader is likely to have few problems 
with the kind’of solution that Mr 
Major and Mr Kok have discussed. 
There is less difference between the 
two over the institutional future of 
Europe than either likes to pretend. 
Both haw a healrhv degree of scepti- 
cism about the grander and vaguer 
European pipedreams: both want 
Britain in the European Union to 
stay; both realise that pragmatic com- 
promises are the way to maintain that. 
The fact that Mr Major can maintain 
that line when the question of his 
leadership is being openly debated 
says much for him, and for the degree 
of continuity that should prevail when 
(if) Mr Blair steps through the doors 
of 10 Downing Street. 

There are still plenty of hurdles. But 
probably, the new- treaty will be agreed 
later this year without too much fuss 
and bother. There is still the danger of 
a Kok-up, of course, if the Netherlands 
decides to push things too far and too 
fast. That happened during the con- 
ferences which led up to the Maastricht 


summit, when a Dutch treaty draft 
proved too federalist for several coun- 
tries (including Britain and France) to 
sh allow. And then there is the chance 
of a Major catastrophe, if the Prime 
Minister again finds himself with his 
back against the wall in the run-up to 
an election and decides to play the 
Euroscepric card. 

But the odds are that neither party 
wants that. As Mr Major said. Europe 
needs a dose of British pragmatism, 
and that is what it seems to be getting. 

Children in need 
of some charity 

r p|] c awful story of Rikki Neave 
-L demands that we ask some funda- 
mental questions. As Polly Toynbee has 
pointed out. the Prime Minister is 
misguided in his ritual attacks on social 
workers: part of the problem is ihai 
they dn not have the resources to 
interfere enough. But then, it is also 
true that some social services depart- 
ments are simply failures. In view of the 
role played by The Bridge, a charitv 
which conducted the Neave inquin', 
should not voluntary organisations 
with good track records, such as 
Barnardos and the NSPCC. be more 
involved? Is it time to turn to the pri- 
vate carers? 
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We need a real 
debate on 
the monarchy 

Sin If that was the “nation 
deciding'’, then God help us alL 
Carlton TV's live debate on 
Tuesday resembled a fight in a pub 
carpark at times. 

Tlie pity is that there is a serious 
debate which desperately needs to 
take place about the constitutional 
" : . position of the monarchy. The 

Windsors’ own private think-tank 
the Way Ahead Group has started 
the ball rolling with its suggestions 
. in August 1996 on disestablishing 

■ _ the Church of England and 

scrapping the Civil List Lord 
Archer has placed the issue on the 
. . ■ i . .Lords' agenda.with his bill to end 

male primogeniture in the 
- . : succession to the throne. Labour’s 

plans for ending hereditary peers' 
right to vote highlights the issue 
further. My own Fabian pamphlet 
Long to Reign Over Us?, in a small 
way, attempted to move things on. 

The issues of the monarchical 
powers exercised by the Prime 
Minister using the Royal 
Prerogative (including choosing 
the date of the next election); the 
role of the Crown and 
Commonwealth; the increasingly 
unpalatable financial 
arrangements; whether or not 
Buckingham Palace should stay 
'- A open to the public after the five- 

. year experiment ends next year; 

whether replacing Britannia, at a 
cost of £100m is the most cost- 
effective way to support British 
exports: all these issues need airing 
in an informed and dispassionate 
manner, and politicians, who 
ultimately will take the decisions, 
must rake the lead. 

PAUL RICHARDS 

- London W6 

Sir Surely it was in The 
Independent that I read, only a few 

weeks ago, that phone-in polls were 
now being seen as a useless 
technique for assessing public 
opinion. “About lime too," I 
thought, silently congratulating 
The Independent on having finally 
woken up. But today (8 January) 
you cariy a front page news story 
' based on a phone-in poll by 
Carlton TV on the monarchy. 

- i I am a professional sample 

. survey specialist. In my job we all 

• learnt many years ago, throi^h 

some famous poll disasters, that 

self-selected samples are not 
representative samples and cannot 

- be relied on. Phone-in samples are 

self-selected. Such polls are just 
entertainment. 

CHRIS SCOTT 
London Ni 9 

Sir You have surpassed yau^ 11111 
the art of negative headlining 
(“Monarchy should go. ^ ^ 

of TV poll". 8 January)- What can^ 

.. " w loolfowaid to onthemormng 

after the election - “Tones must 

- stay, says a quarter ol me 
electorate"? 

PAULDANEMAN 

■ London 5JW5 
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want a monarchy- 

But there should be°° 

complacency at the Palacx, 


for 





more to the point one-third of the 
people now want a republic - an 
alarming increase for a movement 
that until a short time ago was 
regarded as a small, fringe group of 
crackpots. 

ROBERT READMAN 
Sandbanks, Dorset 

Sir. My wife and I loyally voted 
(several times) for a constitutional 
monarchy. However, our Labrador 
voted republican. Such was the 
accuracy of this travesty of a 
referendum. 

CDSMTTH 
Danby, North Yorkshire 


Take a punt on 
democracy 


Sin Camelot's recent 
advertisement, “A general election 
every day" was no doubt in jest, but 
actually they have bu3t a system 
that could collect a vote from all 
those entitled, on such issues as the 
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democracy to us all at an affordable 
price. 

JOHN LANE 
London WC2 

Sir. Is there any way in which I can 
place my vole now, then cancel all 
newspapers and switch off all radio 
and TV news programmes until 
after the electron? 

GO JONES 
Oxford 


A charter for 
the outdoors 

Sin Stephen Goodwin's article (30 
December) on the supposed rift 
between climbers and ramblers 
. outlines some of the proposals in the 

British Mountaineering Council's 
Access Charter, but omits others. 

The Charter does not simply echo 
the arguments of landowners; after 
25 years’ experience of negotiating 
access arrangements to dms and 
mountain areas, the BMC knows 
that negotiation and reasonable 
agreements arc essential to secure 
access to the wider countryside, and 
therefore they are part of the BMC 
package of proposals that indudes 
new legislation. The Access Charter 
dearly aigues that there should be 
freedom of access to open country. It 
is therefore a charter for all climbers, 
hill-walkers, and mountaineers. 

However, an approach based on 
blanket legislation and a definition 
of open country would not cover all 
parts of the countryside (for 
example Labour’s current proposals 
do not include heathland, river 


banks, forests, cliffs, and foreshore). 
The BMC supports an approach to 
open country that acknowledges 
that there is currently freedom of 
access (if not a formal right) over 
large areas of mountain and 
moorland; and that where access is 
unreasonably prevented, local and 
national park authorities should 
secure access through powers which 
have exisled for 50 years (under the 
National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949) but have 
remained largely unused. 

The Ramblers Association has 
produced a formula for securing new 
access in the form of a draft Bill; the 
BMC has always been concerned 
about the restrictive nature and cost 
of such an approach. The BMC 
Charter is a constructive 
contribution to this debate and I 
hope the RA will accept it as such. 
GEORGE BAND 
President 

British Mountaineering Council 
Manchester 


Eurofunds 

Sir Your leader (31 December) 
implies that the European 
Movement is in whole funded by the 
European Union. The European 
Movement's funding comes from its 
membeis and supporters. It receives 
a tiny amount from the European 
Commission - less than 5 per cent 
of our budget in 1995*96. That 
money is earmarked for 
information purposes. 

ROBERT COPP1NGER 
Young European Movement 
Little Stukdey, Cambridgeshire 


Shot, but not 
poisoned 

Sin Bob Lang (letter. 7 January) 
raised concerns over the 
continued use of lead shot in 
wildfowling and its effect on the 
environment. It bas been reported 
that the lives of 3 million 
ducks and geese arc claimed 
worldwide per year through lead 
poisoning. 

Many countries, for example 
Denmark, Finland and the United 
States, have introduced legislation 
preventing the use of lead shot over 
wetlands. In the UK a voluntary 
ban is in place, in an attempt to 
create an effective ban on lead 
from September 1997. if this is 
judged successful it will prevent 
statutory controls being 
introduced. 

Various non-toxic cartridges 
have been produced, and the most 
widely available contain steel shot. 
Steel is a much harder material 
than lead, with greater risks of 
ricochet and damage to gun 
barrels. Steel therefore has a 
limited popularity among 
wildfowlers. 

Other non-ioxic shot types are 
being developed, and cartridges 
containing pure tin shot have 
recently been inirodncedL Tin is 
non-toxic, has been used as a 
replacement for lead in fishing 
weights since 1986, and is a soft 
material similar to lead. 
KAYNIMMO 

International Tin Research Institute 

Uxbridge 

Middlesex 
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IRA ‘political 
prisoners’ 

Sir Boyd Tonkin {“Helen's game’’. 9 
I January) criticises the film Some 
Mother's Son for shying away from 
the real issues in Northern Ireland. 
He then shies away from the issue at 
the heart of the hunger-strike - the 
fight by republican prisoners to 
retain the political status (officially 
termed “special categoiy status") 
that had been accorded them and 
others since 1972- 
To say that the British 
government had - toughened their 
j prison regime" or “stripped them of 
j privileges" makes it sound as 
j though they were concerned about 
having loasters and tellies in their 
cells. Of course the strike was about 
much more. In the words of a song 
sung by the prisoners themselves: 

I'D wear no convict's uniform 
Nor meekly serve my lime 
Thai Britain migtii brand Irelands fight 
Eieht hundred yean of crime. 

N D MARTLN-CLARK 
( London WCI 


j Thank you 

[ Sin lam writing on behalf of the 
! NSPCC to thank everyone who gave 
so generously lo The Independent's 
“Victims of Abuse" Christinas 
appeal. This year we need to raise 
nearly £46m to support our work 
with children at risk from abuse and 
neglect. The money donated by 
Independent readers will help to 
enable us to continue this vital work 
with children and their families. 

JIM HARDING 
Director and Chief Executhv 
The National Society for the 
i Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
1 London EC2 


Internet shops 
not open just yet 

Sir I would like to pour reality on 
to the increasing hype written 
about the imminence of elect rom'c 
home-shopping (report. 6 
Januaiy). 1 write as a director of 
The Food Ferry, central London's 
home-delivery supermarket, which 
has been trading profitably since 
1990. 

There have been many services 
successfully offering telephone and 
fax grocery services across the UK 
for years - because consumers are 
happy to use these systems and they 
are quick and user-friendly. But for 
electronic retailing to take off in 
1997 there will have to be an 
almighty Big Bang. 

Over the past two years The 
Food Ferry has been involved in 
several trials, set up enthusiastically 
with the software departments of 
four multinationals. For a variety of 
consumer-based reasons each one 
has failed to take off. Meanwhile, 
trade derived from conventional 
telephone and fax orders via boring 
old catalogues continues to 
increase vigorously. 

The tide will gently turn towards 
electronic retailing as consumers 
become more accustomed to new 
technologies. The Food Ferry will 
remain closely involved at all 
stages. For now. the approach must 
be practical. The real poser is: are 
the multitude of consumers who 
wish to make home-delivery orders 
the same as those who are 
comfortable with using the 
electronic retail systems on offer? 
We firmly sav. not in 1997. 

JAMES MILLAR 
London SW’ll 

Sin Soon, we are told, well be able 
to order our groceries from 
supermarkets on the Internet and 
get them delivered for £4. What a 
splendid idea! Very reminiscent of 
the system which operated noi 
many years ago. when we could 
telephone the grocer in the high 
street, order our groceries, and get 
them delivered for nothing. 

That was before the supermarket 
chains killed off the grocer's 
business. And after the grocers: 
who next? Newsagents and petrol 
stations arc in their sights already. 
FECARD 
Braintree. Esscc 

Toll of legal 
abortions 

Sin Dr Ann Dally (letters 7 
January) cites a figure of 25U,000 
back-street abortions prior to the 
1967 Abortion Act. Bv this 
reckoning the Act saves about 

80.000 foetal lives u year. But 
where does this constantly 
recurring figu re of 250,000 come 
from? Can Dr Dally cite any report 
supporting her claim? 

An article in the British Medical 
Journal of 2 April 1%6 (pp 850-55) 
entitled “Legalised abortion: 
report by the Council of the Royal 
College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists" states that figures 
of 250,000. 1 00,000 or even 50,000 
criminal abortions in 1966 are 
"without any secure factual 
foundation of which we arc aware". 

Gwen the number of fatalities 
due to criminal abortion, the report 
calculated (hat the figure of 

1 00.000 criminal abortions would 
mean a mortality rate for mothers 
of 03 per 1,000. a rale superior to 
the best hospitals of the time. 

The conclusion is that far from 
saving Jives, at leasL 70.000 more 
lives are being lost because of the 
1967 Abortion Act. 

WILLIAM NEWTON 
Htjk/ng, Surrey 
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H ands up all those 
who favour a 
gigantic fcrris 
wheel opposite the 
House of Com- 
mons as a sensible way of mark- 
ing the millennium. How about 
an enormous tower block bigger 
than any other in Europe? Or 
maybe that dustbin-lid-like 
device that Lord Rogers wants 
to build at Greenwich, the pur- 
pose of which has yet to be de- 
cided, but look at the size. 

i have just outlined three of 
the most “exciting*' proposals 
for commemorating the turn of 
2.000 years of civilisation - but 
I don't suppose more than a 
handful of punters have sig- 
nalled their approval. 

Here is a suggestion. Rather 
than thrashing around for some 
great construction with which 
to summarise the elusive spirit 
of the age. wc should turn this 
quest on it* head ... and knock 
tionri something instead. There 
is nothing like a bit of rubble for 
summarising the angst of an 
era. Pass the dynamite, strike 
up a Swan Vesta. Boom! 

There are many reasons for 
destroying eyesore buildings, 
not least the removal of blots 
that we had presumed more or 
less indelible, but my main con- 
cern is a regard for space itself. 
Each year. England loses 
1 1.000 hectares of rural land- 
scape to urban development 
That means a slab of land about 
the size of Bristol going up die 
Swance. Between now and the 
millennium, we will see ihree 
new Bristol s. By the year 2016 
this will amount to an area the 
size of Greater London. 

According to a study by the 
Council for the Protection of 
Rural England, over the past 30 
years this roaring onrush of de- 
velopment has cut the amount 
of space where you can find 
peace and quiet by almost 
1 9.0f,l0 sq kins. We’re running 
OUL 

Meanwhile our cities, in 
which more than 80 per cent of 
the population lives, are clearly 
not satisfying their inhabitants. 
In the past 20 years, an aver- 
age of 300 people a day have 
quit city life to swell the' edges 
of towns and villages, thus 
negating the resource they are 
seeking. 

Wc must put a fresh value on 
space. Not as a useable asset, 
but as a necessity and. in this 
case, a symbol. "We have to 
deny the usual supremacy of 
material values ... by bashing up 
a great big building. Just take 
away ... and leave a space. It 
would be a shake, a shock. An 
opening up - literally aud 
metaphorically - of new views. 

I put the idea to eight senior 
archi teds in some of our major 




Candidates for demolition: left. Bigg Market, 
Newcastle; centre top, Victorian terraces; middle, 
neo-Georgian executive estates; lower left, Richmond 
Riverside development; above, Churchill Square, 

Brighton; below, buildings hiding St Paul’s cathedral 



Should we dynamite the worst of British build- 
ings? Nicholas Roe thinks so, and eight archi- 
tects tell him what would head their 
list of the country’s greatest eyesores 


cities and they lapped it up. In 
feet, they supplied a mouth- 
watering' parade of candidate 
buildings for the commemora- 
tive chop. 

Rod Hackney, former presi- 
dent of the Royal institute of 
British Architects and some- 
time adviser to the Prince of 
Wales, opted instantly for the 
battered Arndale Centre in 
Manchester. “When the IRA 
bombed it," he said, “the only 
solace for a lot of people was 
that they had chosen the ugli- 
est building in the city. Every- 
one thought it would be demol- 
ished because it was beyond 
repair. But having now spent 
more on repair than on build- 
ing it in the Sixties, that dearly 
won’t happen." 

Its sin? “It is an out-of-town 
shopping centre in the middle 
of a city. A city is not just about 
shopping, it is’also a dvic state- 


ment where people come 
together to advance civilisa- 
tion. To ignore quality and 
manners in urban style is rude. 
The Arndale Centre does all 
that." 

So to Bath, where Richard 
Feilden of Fe Aden Clegg Asso- 
ciates also had no doubts, 
selecting the Hilton Hotel on 
the edge of the city centre: “it 
is,” he judged, “a totally un- 
adorned slab from the early Six- 
ties with a complete lack of pro- 
portions. If you look down on 
the dty, the single most notice- 
able feature after the Abbey is 
this wretched hotel built in cast 
stone. It isn't even proper 
stone." 

Owen Luder, president of 
the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, selected for Lon- 
don the Elephant aud Castle 
shopping centre, which sits 
pinkly on the Elephant round- 


If you are planning 
a baby, start here 
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Worldwide studies show that even with a good 
diet, extra specific nutrients may be very 
important -during and even before pregnancy 
FOUC AGD is vital to the development of 
your unborn baby But it is not the only nutrient 
which is essential during pregnancy 
Pregnaeare contains the recommended level 
of 400mcg folic 


acid, along with 
a careful balance of 1 5 other vitamins and 
minerals to safeguard your requirements 
during pregnancy 

Pregnaeare replaces your usual 
multivitamin. It is recommended horn 
several weeks before conception, right 
through to the end of breast feeding. 

So, if you're already pregnant, or could 
be soon, start with Pregnaeare 
right now. 
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egnacare 

ONE-A-DAY CAPSULES 

Developed by experts for 
before and during pregnancy 


AnBatXe from Boob surex Tesco, Supcnfcug, chemists, 
health food stores and Hofland & Bannt- 

€4.95 per month's supply. 

For more fritofmadon pJease contact WTAfiJCJTJCS im 

Tel: 0181 963 0999 



about. “It never did work and 
it’s an eyesore." 

In Birmingham, Ibny Lloyd 
of Peter Hing and Jones chose 
the Copthome Hotel at the bot- 
tom of Centenary Square. “A 
glass box," he sneered. “It could 
have been a sparkling jewel, but 
it’s a bit of a black hole. If there 
was some open space there it 
would make a nice green lung 
around the library." 

In Coventry, Michael Par- 
tridge of Michael Partridge 
Partnership chose a 1 0-year-old 
shop and office development in 
Broadgate that crassly obstructs 
a view of the ancient cathedral 
tower from the pedestrian 
precinct. 

In Newcastle, Warren Bar- 
next of Ian Darby Partnerships 
picked two early Seventies 
office blocks at the bottom of 
the city’s Bigg Market which 
hog the site of the old town bah 
(a fine Georgian building, they 
say). “You would think ‘I could 
be in any horrible down-town 
business area’," says Barnett. 
“It's smoked glass, steps, brick 
and glass at ground level, brick 
panelling above that If the 
buildings were not there, you 
would be looking at Si Nicholas 
Cathedral and part of the old 
castle and part of Gateshead. 
There's no civic centre, it was 
never designed, so this could 
become the piazza." 

Stephen Hodder, the Man- 
chester-based winner of this 
year’s £20.000 Stirling Prize for 


architecture, was at Erst 
waspishly specific - he chose the 
Meadowhail shopping centre 
in Sheffield - but then raised his 
sights. “Ail out of town shopping 
centres," he added. “Mead- 
owhail, Gateshead Metro. 
Lakeside on the M25 ... the 
problem is that they are such 
huge retail units, surrounded by 
seas of cars. The architectural 
expression is inevitably a 
veneer, and that veneeris what- 
ever is feshioaable at the time. 
What we should be thinking 
about is the 24-hour city." Out- 
of-town centres contribute 
specifically to the decay of cities, 
revving up the exodusthat gob- 
bles up more prized space. 

Finally, the Sussex and Lon- 
don architect Michael Hymas 
chose Churchill Square, 
another Sixties development in 
the centre of Brighton: “It's a 
complete and utter disaster," he 
raged “You could have had a 
wonderful terraced space on 
that site, possibly with open 
vistas of the sea. Instead, they 
built a windswept, bleak place 
that is ugly and unexciting. In 
fact they are redeveloping it, but 
I'm sore it will just be a classic 
Nineties shopping mall - a mini- 
Anidale on a potentially bril- 
liant site." 

The links between all these 
buildings glare from the detaiL 
Every one is modern. Most are 
shop or leisure developments. 
The choices say something 
about an agreement of taste, 
and something else about the 
links between materialism and 
modem culture. 

If readers agree that our 
urban and rural space could be 
improved by the elimination of 
old eyesores rather than the 
construction of new ones. lam 
sure The Independent's Letters 
Editor would be happy to hear 
their suggestions. 


Tear down terraces, 
shopping centres, the lot 



T he prevailing British obsession with the 
notion of heritage means that all buildings 
are of historic merit, no matter how ugly, 
and so none should be demolished. Try to knock 
down a banal Sixties office block in Neasden and 
a prim young conservationist will decry the act, 
berating us with the fact that this grim building 
is the sole surviving work of the Do llis Hill archi- 
tects Sleaze & Largefee. and, moreover, is a 
unique example of bodged-frame construction, 
Fbrcedtoi' 
like-to-demoi 
much British building from the 1830s to the pre- 
sent has been unspeakably ugly and ought to go. 
Why the 1830s? Because it was from this date that 
we began to smother Britain in mass-produced 
buildings - hideous rows of pinched, mean villas 
for Footers and Gradgrinds that today's middle- 
classes think quite super mean-spirited churches, 
grim warehouses and then a superfluity of offices, 
an inundation of industrial tat and finally, over the 
past 23 years, the triumphal banality of superstores, 
shopping malls, business parks, country park 
hotels, golf clubs and motorway service stations. 

Even if maay of these buildings have been 
more or less inevitable, there are many I would 
love to drive a bulldozer through. I would aim 
first for the disfiguring acres of Victorian terraced 
houses that choke south London and many other 
British cities. These have none of the simple, 
beautifully proportioned elegance of their Geor- 
gian predecessors: they speak only of an Eng- 
land mean, grey and horribly repressed. 

All cul-de-sacs, post-1939 and the Joke Oak 
and Neo-Geo houses that sprout inside them 
would be razed and replaced by pastures, wood- 
lands and meadows: those who live in them could 
come back to town, or emigrate to Canada, 
where there is plenty of space for the twin-garage 
lifestyle. All retirement homes for the over-55s, 
all superstores and all edge-of-town retail devel- 
opments would be trampled underground. 

Ninety-nine per cent of Vernacular-style homes 
built, with good intent, by housing associations and 


caring, sharing community architects over the past 
25 years would have to go. Little Chefs and Happy 
Eaters, Tbavelodges and Novote Is would be 
zapped from the roadscape. Bi rmingham New 
Street, Birmin gham International and Milton 
Keynes stations would bite the dust and be 
replaced by buildings proud to acknowledge that 
they had something to do with railways. Gatwick 
airport and all its themed cafes would be dive- 
bombed, as would the whole of Heathrow. 

Moving into town, the St James's shopping 
centre in Edinburgh, Wembley Conference Cen- 
tre in west London, Camden Town Hall oppo- 
site St Pancras station, the Public Records Office 
in Kew and the Ark office block beside the Ham- 
mersmith flyover would come tumbling down. I 
would blast the recent buildings defacing the 
Thames near the former Banksiae Power Station 
(these include cheque-clearing centres for banks 
among other arcane and bureaucratic purposes) 
and those screening St Paal’s cathedral from the 
River Thames opposite Bankstde. 

Richmond Riverside, the faux Classical office 
and shopping complex some miles west along the 
Thames and designed by St Quinlan Terry, would 
be sacked; in feet, any bogus Post-Modern clas- 
sical twaddle would be banished, especially any 
building described as “witty". 

I would root up pedestrian precincts, their gim- 
crack herring-bone brick pavements, heritage-style 
streetlamp5 and those horrid brick obstructions 
known as “planters" in which a few sad shrubs 
attempt to bloom and that serve best as recepta- 
cles for beer cans and greasy hamburger cartons. 

This is just a start. Over the past 150 years, we 
have built so very much that it is no wonder that 
so many buildings are bland or horrid. Not every 
building ought to be a monument or masterpiece, 
because we would soon tire of architectural rich- 
ness as we do of Christmas pudding and choco- 
late-covered figs, but those we do need might be 
designed and built with care and imagination. 

Jonathan Glance^ 
Architecture Correspondent 


Martians like a bet, predictably enough 

"Xt yesterday 
Y pa* oft. 

JL m whic) 


yf brought you 
the ament trial 
w hick Drew Webster, 
accused of shoplifting in 
Croydon, pleads not guilty on 
the grounds that he was on the 
planet Mats at the time, at a 
party. More of this trail-blaring 
case today. 

Counsel: You have already 
told the court that you work 
as a Hugh Grant look-alike ... 
Webster: That is correct. 
Counsel: On July 17th last 
year, a man closely 
resembling Hugh Grant was 
arrested in Dixons of 
Croydon with a Sony CD 
Player under his coat. 
Webster Perhaps it aw Hugh 
Grant. 

Counsel: I think not. He was 
in California at the time. 
Webster: He was closer to 
Croydon than I was, in that 
case. I was on Mars, don't 
forger. 

Counsel: Do you seriously ask 
the court to believe that an 
actor of Hugh Grant's 
standing would sink to petty 
crime? 

Webster: He has done it once. 
He would da it again. 

Judge: When you say that 
Hugh Grant has previously 
been involved in petty crime, 
are you referring to ... ? 


Counsel: Yes, mlud. 

Judge: I see. Right, cany on. 
Counsel: Now, Mr Webster, 
this party you were at on 
Mars. Could you describe It? 
Webster: It was just an 
ordinary sort of Martian 
party. 

Counsel: For the benefit of 
those of us who have never 
attended a Martian party, 
could you elaborate a little? 
Webster: Well, it was okay to 
start with, but then the drink 
ran out and the neighbours 
began to complain about the 
noise, so most people went 
home but a few of us 
younger ones slipped down 
the corner for a quick 
Venusian. 

Counsel: A quick Venusian? 
Webster: Yes. A meal at the 
local Venusian restaurant. 
Venusian restaurants stay 
open later than most do on 
Mars, and the service is quick. 
Counsel: What's the food 
like? 

Webster: Not bad, if you like 
spicy cooking. 

Counsel: And then? 

Webster: And then I fell 
asleep, and when I woke up, I 
was home in bed in Croydon. 
Counsel: It is possible - just 
posable - that there may be a 
germ of truth in this story. It 
is also possible that you nave 



Miles 

Kington 


been watching too many X 
files. 

Webster: I have never seen 
the programme. 

Counsel: Never? 

Webster Never. The night it 
is on, I usually go to Mars. 
Counsel: Is there any 
evidence you could offer to 
support your highly unlikely 
story about a trip to Mars? 
Webster I would like to call a 
witness. 

Counsel: Who would that be? 
Webster A Martian called 
Tin-Tack, who was with nte at 
the party and would testify 
that I was there, loo. 

Counsel: Call Tin-Tack! Cries 


off-stage of “ Call Tin-Tick r 
There is a long pause. Nothing 
happens. No sign of him. I'm 
afraid, Mr Webster. 

Webster On the contrary, sir. 
He is here. 

Counsel: I see nothing. 
Webster That is because 
Martians make themselves 
invisible and inaudible to 
those they do not trust. But I 
cam see him perfectly clearly, 
and hear him, too. 

Counsel: Then perhaps you 
would care to ask your 
Martian friend whether he 
wAl testify to your alibi. 
Webster: Certainly. Tin-Tack, 
was 1 or was 1 not at the party 
with you on the afternoon of 
July 17th last year, Earth 
time? Another long pause 
Judge: What docs be say?. 
Webster It's a bit 
embarrassing, mlud. 

Judge: I don’t care. What 
does your Martian friend say? 
Webster He said: “Never 
mind about the party - have 
you put the money on yet?" 
Judge: What on earth does 
that mean? 

Webster My Lord, you must 
realise that the Martians have 
the gift of foretelling the 
future. For this reason, they 
have no gambling or betting 
on Mars. There is no point in 
wagering on the future when 


you already know the future. 
They already know, for 
instance, the result of the next 
British election. 

Judge: Not a lot of use to 
them, is it? 

Webster Not a lot on Mars, 
mlud. But on Earth, where 
you can bet on such things ... 
Judge: Ah! I think I see now. 
Webster Exactly. Tin-Tack 
and bis friends gave me a lot 
of money to bring back to 
Earth and place at the 
bookmaker’s on the result of 
the next election. 

Judge: Hmm. And have you 
placed the bet yet? 
vfebsten Not yet It is difficult 
to change Martian money, for 
a start. For another thing , it 
may be difficult to persuade 
the bookie to accept their 
forecast as a realistic bet. 
Judge: Why? What do they 
think will happen at the next 
election? 

Webster My lips are sealed, 
mlud. 

Judge: Not in my court they 
aren’t Court adjourned! Mr 
Webster, come to nay room 
and write down on a bit of the 
paper the result of the next 
election, and then we will • 
phone my bookmaker ... 

More of this unusual case 
some other time, perhaps. 
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A tax on the rich that 
delivers few votes 
and less revenue 


S o ii loob as though Tony 
Blair has won his argu- 
ment with Gordon Brown 
over the top rale of income tax. 

will have to wait a few 
weeks more for confirmation, 
bul it seems that the plan sup- 
ported bjr the shadow Chan- 
cellor, to increase the top rate 
of tax from 40 per cent to 
SO per cent for incomes of more 
than £100,000, will not now go 
ahead. Mr Blair apparently felt 
that it gave the wrong signal 
about Labour’s tax intentions. 
v .But there is an even more 
powerful reason than 
Mr Blair's political judgement 
for opposing the idea. It is the 
possibility that, far from 
increasing tax revenue, it might 
actually cut it. Most people 
would assume that if you put 
tax rates up, people pay more 
taxi For most taxes and most 
people that is probably true. 

But for the particular group of 
people who might be hit, this 
may not be right To see why, 
here are some very rough 
calculations which show on 
various assumptions the extent 
to which any additional 
revenue would be offset by 
other declines. 

The starting point is the 
Inland Revenue calculation 
that implementing this top rate 
of tax on all earnings over 
£100,000 would raise an addi- 
tional £l.lbn in revenue. That 
may sound a lot, though it is 
actually only a third erf 1 per 
cent of public spending. It 
seems astonishing, but that cal- 
culation is based on the 
assumption that there would be 
no change at all in people's 
behaviour as a result of the tax 
increase. That is unrealistic, for 
there are bound to be some changes, and these 
changes are going to cut revenue. So thaL 
£l.lbn is an absolute maximum. The real total 
will be lower. 

•■ • Start, then, with the £1.1 bn. The people who 
might pay can avoid it in one of two (legal) 
ways. They can either leave the UK tax net 
altogether, or they can change their tax 
arrangements to cut nominal income. The first 
question is: how many people might leave? 

There are about 120,000 people who have 
a taxable income of more than £100,000. Not 
many of those either have the opportunity or 
would want to go to the upheaval of moving 
abroad just because of income tax. The main 
group of people who emigrate for tax reasons 
are those selling businesses and retiring, and 
they are avoiding inheritance and capital gains 
tax rather than income tax. But some people 
might take the rise in income tax as a signal 
that other taxes might also be increased and 
act accordingly. Others might be trying to reach 
a decision and this would be the thing which 
pushed them over. 

So let us assume that, within a couple of 
years, 2 per cent of those high earners, 2,400 
people, would leave. That may be too high or 
too low, but it is at least a figure. For those 
people, the Exchequer loses all tax: not just the 
income tax lhat they would have paid, but their 
capital gains tax, the VAT on their purchases, 
what they spend c«gpetrol the council tax, and 
so on. Let us assume, too, that these tend to 
be richer than the average of the 120.000: that 
thev have been earning £200,000 and paying 
a total of, say, £100,000 a year in all forms of 
taxation. Thai knocks £240ra off revenues 
- Next, look at the people who stay in the 
country, but change their habits There are two 
possibilities here. One is simply to earn less. 
Some people wbo were going to retire soon 
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50 per cent 
top tax rate 
would 
probably 
have failed 
as high 
earners 
emigrated 
or used 
loopholes 


might deride to do so three or 
four years earlier than they 
planned. Others might trade 
money for lifestyle: leave the 
high-pressure job in the City 
and work for a charity. Let us 
assume lhat another 2’ per cent 
of the 1 20,000 opt for a change 
of lifestyle and. that their tax 
payments fall by. say, £50m. 

The other change of habit is 
less radical, for it involves using 
the various available tax loop- 
holes more thoroughly. Most 
high-earners are probably 
already using their full pension 
allowances, but not all will be. 
Assume that (his prods most of 
those laggards into action, and 
that, at (he margin, some high 
earners opt for other non- 
saiaried benefits instead of 
more cash. A whole industry 
exists developing such reward 
packages, hut at 40 per cent 
many people prefer the conve- 
nience of cash. Assume, too. 
lhat a rather higher proportion 
of taxpayers buys into tax- 
favoured investments such as 
enterprise investment trusts. 
It on average, each of the 
120,000 people managed on 
average to clip £5,000 off their 
tax bill in this way. that would 
be a further cut" of £60m in 
revenues. 

Add this up and you can see 
that a third of ibe additional 
revenue raised by the tax 
increase would very plausibly 
slide away. This direct loss 
might be much more: it is cer- 
tainly hard to see it being less. 

On top of this are the 
second-order effects: the 
impact on people who would 
not pay the tax. but fear that 
they might at some future stage 
find themselves doing so. 
People on the present top rate of 40 per cent 
pay £30bn of the total £70bn income tax rev- 
enue. Any increase in income tax will focus 
attention on the various opportunities every- 
one has to cut their bill - typically by making 
sure that they lake up their full pension 
allowances. If higher-rate payers chipped just 
1 per cent off their tax bill by exploiting these 
schemes, that would be another £300m off rev- 
enues. Suddenly two- thirds of the expected 
gain from the tax increase is lost. 

So, on these pretty cautious assumptions, 
after a couple of years, when people had had 
time to adjust their behaviour, the additional 
revenue would not be £1.1 bn, but more like 
£3 00m to £350m. It might well be less. If one 
makes more radical assumptions about likely 
changes in people's habits, , you could find the 
government actually losing revenue. 

No one can prove this, because no one can 
predict how behaviour will change. But we do 
know from phenomena, such as the unpre- 
dicted surge in cross-Channel booze imports, 
that once people get it into their heads that 
they can avoid a tax, they will race to do so. If 
they think tax rates are being increased for 
largely symbolic reasons, then the impetus to 
avoid those higher rates is all the greater. 

All the talk of a higher top tax rate wflj 
already have done some damage. Anyone who 
moves in these circles wit! know people who 
have moved out of the UK in the past year or 
so in case Labour puts up taxes. If Mr Blair 
has now imposed his will on his colleagues, 
then it will be because be recognises lhat higher 
tax rates are the wrong symbol But he and his 
friends should take comfort from the fact that 
what makes electoral sense also makes prac- 
sense. Holding rates at a relatively low 
level actually underpins the government’s 
future revenue base, not the reverse. 


Heroes must do more 
than entertain us 


I n 1911 Charlotte 
Perkins Gilman de- 
scribed what a hero 
must look like. “He 
may be cross-eyed, 
wide-eared, thick-neckcd, 
bandy-legged - wbat you 
please; bul he must have a 
more or less protruding jaw". 

What a glorious week it has 
been for delermined jaws. They 
have jutted out at me from tele- 
vision screens and the front 
pages of every newspaper. 
While the only women cur- 
rently deemed newsworthy are 
Baby Spice, John McCarthy’s 
girlfriend and the despised 
Camilla Parker-Bowles. dare- 
devil businessmen, round-the- 
world yachtsmen and of course 
the man who is “bigger than 
God", the messiahT himself, 
Kevin Keegan, are everywhere. 

I realise that it is heresy 
these daw to regard football as 
mere sport, rather than as an 
organised religion as well as the 
surest indicator of national 
self-worth, bul then I'm just a 
girlie. Boy’s own fantasies have 
not just dominated the news, 
they are the news. Men who 
choose to mess about with 
boats, balloons and balls are 
presented as (he embodiment 
of all our hopes, as an inspira- 
tion to us all. 

Let me play the bad fairy at 
the ball, then, and say that 
none of these guys are an inspi- 
ration to me. Sure, they may be 
good at what they do: they may 
take huge risks and live under 
considerable pressures. But 
heroes? Please. Richard Bran- 
son may be a popular figure for 
both the left and right. Some- 
one should give him a proper 
job. He may be a brilliant self- 
publicist. but what did bis bal- 
looning enterprise actually rep- 
resent apart from the triumph 
of private entrepreneurship? 

Branson was not only pre- 
pared to risk his life but others, 
too. He will probably try it 
again. We are to be persuaded 
that he “is the last of the great 
British buccaneers". He needs 
adventure, we are told, and we 
need adventurers. We need to 
be reminded what individuals 
are capable of. We need these 
oddballs to attempt things that 
we would never dream of. 
Branson's personal courage 
reminds us that business isn't 
boring, but full of derring-do. 
This may help the self-image of 
a few “suits", but I'm afraid it 
does nothing for me. 

Every weekend, people of all 
persuasions attach themselves 
to lines of elastic and throw 
themselves off cranes. They 
do it for the thrilL the adrena- 
lin, the fun. No one describes 
bungee-jumping as heroic or as 
contributing to the national 
pride. No elements are being 
conquered, no lands explored, 
no books arise out of the spir- 
itual journey it entails. Is this 
fundamentally any more daft 
than the exploits of a Ranulph 
Fiennes, who must invent 
increasingly pointless expedi- 
tions to pui himself through? 

Buccaneers, you see. are 
running out of things to buck. 


by Suzanne Moore 



If men really want to know about pushing 
oneself to the limits, about physical pain 
and endurance, they could try giving birth 


Everything has been discov- 
ered. circumnavigated, sur- 
vived single-handedly. Their 
adventures are increasingly 
artificial, man-made if you like. 
There is little left for them to 
pit their minds and bodies 
against except ludicrous 
records that most of us care 
nothing about anyway. 

The Guinness Book of 
Records is riveting when you 
are 10 years old, but surely its 
appeal lessens as one reaches 
middle age. If it doesn't - and 
for some strange reason, for a 
certain breed of men and the 
long-distance walker Ffyona 
Campbell this appears to be 
the case - then in order to 
prove one's uniqueness, one 
has to undertake a vastly 
expensive adventure. 

If the outer world has 
already been conquered, then 
the inner world becomes the 


new frontier. Physical hard- 
ship combined with the ability 
to endure solitude becomes 
the new territory to be 
annexed. There may well be 
courageous activities involved, 
but they are inherently selfish 
ones, contributing little to the 
general culture. 

Yet we continue to make a 
distinction between those wbo 
choose to risk their otherwise 
cosy lives and those wbo starve, 
who are tortured, whose every- 
day lives are full of horeendous 
challenges, as if heroism were 
only the property of those who 
can afford to make such chraces. 

Likewise, we assume that 
the stresses of the mega-suc- 
cessful are somehow greater 
than those of the anonymous 
failures. Stress, living in the 
spotlight, the trappings of fame 
itself are spoken of as the final 
test of a man. I don’t doubt that 


Kevin Keegan was a good foot- 
ball manager or that he was 
under pressure, but he was 
well rewarded for iL 

Was his stress greater than 
that of an inner-city school- 
teacher, a junior doctor who 
has worked solidly for 36 hours, 
a lone mother worrying about 
how she will pay for her chil- 
dren’s birthday presents? Js it 
a national tragedy when a man 
derides to quit a high-profile 
job “for the sake of his family". 


or should Keegan be more like 
Branson. \\ ho is happy to leave 
hi* to fly around the' world in a 
balloon? Is Tony Buliimorc. 
who thankfully was found alive, 
essentially any braver than a 
fireman who crawls into blaz- 
ing buildings? .And as mam- 
women have muttered to each 
other over the past few days, if 
men really want to know about 
pushing oneself to the limits, 
ahuut physical pain and 
endurance, thev could tr\ gi\- 
ing birth. 

Despite heroic effort* by the 
media, the other thing that is 
jarring about those action men 
is that they have basically failed 
Brans* >n‘s balloon came down; 
Buliimorc 's boat losi the race: 
Keegan had enough. Failure, 
howewr. is something that the 
prevalent mythology does not 
acknowledge. These men must 
immediately promise to have 
another go. The lexicon of hoy's 
own adventure does not coun- 
tenance failure. Nothing ven- 
tured. nothing gained "trans- 
lates intu nothing gained, 
nothing leamL 

Some adventurers, however, 
are not just prepared to admit 
failure but to learn from it, 
even iti explore it. for in explor- 
ing their relationships with 
themselves they are also 
exploring their relationships 
with others. When Robyn 
Davidson went to live for a year 
among the nomads of India, 
she ended up ill with TB and 
tapeworm, angry and fright- 
ened. She writes in her book 
Desert Places: “Everything i 
had done here was fraudulent 
and absurd ... .And 1 would 
perpetuate this fraudulent by 
producing another useless arte- 
fact for western consumption, 
another bit of noise for a cul- 
ture dr< wning in noise - an 
article for a glossy magazine 
with beautiful photos of beau- 
tiful India, beautiful noble 
Rabari. so that people could sit 
in the comfon of their homes 
or doctors’ waiting-rooms and 
not sec." Yet despite her expe- 
rience “of a series of discon- 
nected events, without shape or 
meaning" she expresses a 
desire to go back. "Because 
where I come from, life wasn't 
hard enough, or dangerous 
enough, to demand greatness 
of individuals." 

Our privileged heroes might 
say the same, that they seek to 
find greatness for themselves 
by seeking danger. Others may 
applaud them for enriching 
our lives by risking theirs, but 
some of us roust wonder if 
there aren't greater and pro- 
foundly more life-enhancing 
causes to die for than Richard 
Branson's ballooning ego. 


A nose for a bargain? Go private 
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S o this is how normal 
people breathe! For the 
first time in 30-sornethtng 
years the flow of air ^ , 

nostril is unimpeded. The nasal 
twang I had always associated 
with mv Scouse origins has 
diminished, and other peoge s 
slumber is no longer disturbed 
by mv occasional snoring. 

1 underwent ray nose job 
definitely not cosmetic, but 
structural - seven weeks a_,o. It 
was my first encounter, as * cus- 
tomer, with private medians 
am delighted wuhtheresuU, 
but disturbed by what I dacov- 
ered en route to normal semce 
being resumed in whatniysur 
ceon described as the most 
congested nostril I have ever 

“wh’en I was a baby i was 

dropped nose first on lo * “ ' f 

fee table I grew up as one of 

never quite made it lo 
^"1-wbiPF^d 

^Mv’aoddont had pushed the 
sept.ro (the contnd p^ntra 
inside the nose) » ^ 
and my nose had Dt ^ v . ] 




Liz Hunt 

If you decide to 
jump the NHS 
queue and pay 
fir surgery, 
you find 
yourself in a 
jungle. Be a 
‘consumer’ and 
shop around 


a three-month wait. 

lenLlwastoWbyihe^ 

« ear ’ "riK T* 
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The waiting list was nine to 
12 months Jong, possibly longer 
if the winter of 1996-97 turned 
out to he a bad one and non- 
emergency operations were 
cancelled, {.was half-way to the 
door of his office before I asked 
tentatively what it would cost to 
have it done privately. 

“Do you have private health 
insurance?" he asked. I didn't. 
Suddenly I was transformed 
into a much more interesting 
patient.' My consultant’s eyes 
really did light up as he replied: 
“About £2,000. Here is my card 
with the numbers for my private 
rooms. Call me tomorrow." 

I rang the next day, expect- 
ing to speak to the surgeon’s 
secretary about fees- But I got 
Mr X himself on the line, his 
manner only a little more oily 
than the day before, and he 
called me “Elizabeth" at every 
opportunity. “Well, Elizabeth, 
Tve done a few calculations and 
the cheapest package I can 
come up with is LL500. We 
can’L do it as a day case. Eliza- 
beth, so you will have to stay 
overnight in hospitaL and of 
course that pushes up the price. 

“And you may need some 
plastic surgery to prevent your 
nose 'dropping' after we take 
out the cartilage, Elizabeth, 
and then there are the drags 
you’ll need afterwards. It is 
£860 up from payable to the 
hospital, Elizabeth, and then 
the rest after the operation." 

Hie urged mu lo book my bed 


immediately because hospitals 
filled up fast before Christinas. 
“Face lifts and tummy tucks for 
the party season," he said. I felt 
I bad no choice . 

But how could the price have 
jumped by £500 overnight? I 
told a doctor friend, who said 
I had probably been marked 
out as a potential “private" Lhe 
moment I walked into the con- 
sultant's room. I was advised to 
ring round some private hosp- 
itals and get quotes, and to 
negotiate if necessary. 

The cost started to fall 
immediately: £230 at one hos- 
pital: £1,600 plus surgeon and 
anaesthetist's fees at another 
(about £2,000); between £1,200 
and £1,600 at the third I tried. 

I made on appointment with 
a consultant at the last, a pri- 
vate hospital in south-west Lon- 
don. The surgeon said he could 
do lhe operation as a day case, 
no problem. When 1 asked him 
about the plastic surgery I 
needed lo prevent my nose 
“dropping" he laughed and 
said that only happened in 
about one in 1,000 cases. 

What about the expensive 
drugs I would need afterwards? 
Some ephedrine nose drops 
would help, he admitted, “but 
salt water splashed up your 
nostrils a few times is probably 
the best thing." 

I was sent to the accounts 
office to finalise the fees. This 
was not straightforward. The 
financial officer consulted ha 


hook of “package deals" and 
said that, unfortunately, there 
was no sei price for the three 
procedures 1 needed, and that 
they wouldn't do it asa day case 
anyway. “Bul Mr Y said he 
could do it as a day case," I said. 

She was adamant lhat this 
was not possible. ''WeU, what 
would it cost with an overnight 
rtay?" She could not ten me 
that either, because “we don’t 
know what would be used in the 
operating iheatre", etc. Her 
solution was for me to pay a 
£1,100 deposit and settle the 
extras after the operation. But 
what extras, and how much 
more for them? She didn't 
know, but consoled me with the 
prize of an itemised bill after 
my operation. “People really 
like that, you know," she said 
soothingly. “It lists everything.” 

1 had* heard about bills 
dished out by private hospitals: 
£12 for a sticking plaster, £7 for 
a piece of gauze, and £20 for a 
bottle of talcum powder. Sains- 
burv's provide you with an 
“itemised bill", hilt at least you 
know in advance what you are 
paying per item. Time to get 
tough. “I’ve come lo this hos- 
pital because you told me you 
can do this operation more 
cheaply than anyone else - but 
you can’t tell me how much 
more cheaply." I stormed out. 

She followed me, saying that 
she would talk to her boss. By 
the lime l reached home, theg^ 
was a message from the h 


ital offering a £1-200 package 
deal for a day-case operation, 
plus £400 to cover the costs of 
the surgeon and the anaes- 
thetisL It was a £900 saving on 
that first quote from Mr X, and 
I had a feeling of triumph at 
beating a system that I'd never 
have thought of challenging. 

The Government prides 
itself on having transformed 
NHS patients into consumers 
of health care in the past 
decade: In the private sector 
they have always been con- 
sumers. but have behaved like 
patients. Perhaps it is lime for 
a change? 

The medical establishment - 
lhe British Medical Association 
and the General Medical 
Council - fiercely opposes con- 
sumer guides, such as The Good 
Doctor Guide, that aim to tell 
patients who the best doctors 
are in a particular speciality. 
The fact lhat 1,000 doctors 
have agreed to be included in 
the third edition of the guide, 
the first national edition of 
which was published this week, 
suggests that some of them at 
least agree that this is the least 
a patient is entitled to, despite 
the threat of disciplinary action. 
Which of those “good doctors" 
gives the best value for money 
is surely the next thing wc need 
to know-. 

'The Good Doctor Guide’, by 
Catherine VassaUa , is published 
bv Simon & Schuster at £14. 99. 





Mamei is not 
a statistic. 

She’s not one of the 11,000 women who will die 
this week for want of something we take for 
granted... the basic human right to family planning. 
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BZW’s £6m man needs to produce some results fast 


Bill Harrison, recently appointed 
chief executive ai Barclays' invest- 
ment banking arm. BZW. is a man 
in a hum - . And well he needs to be. 
for according to hanking analysis. 
BZW remains a comparatively poorly 
performing investment bank, even af- 
ter a boom year in capital markets 
which has seen many City traders 
transformed into millionaires. 

Suggestions in the City that he has 
already had one business plan tom 
up and thrown back in his face are 
vehemently denied both by Barclays 
and BZW But this has failed to bury 
rumours of growing concern at 
Barclays head office over poor re- 


Lacklustre performance is worrying the City, despite Bill Harrison's hiring and firing. Jill Treanor reports 


turns and strategy in investment 
banking. 

Mr Harrison, u 48-year-old plain- 
talking Brummie, was lured from 
Robert Fleming, the merchant bank, 
this summer on a pay deal worth 
£6m over five years- He arrived just 
after Bob Diamond, the other key 
recruit in the new-look BZW. Mi- 
Diamond runs global markets in re- 
turn for a pay deal which is ru- 
moured almost to match that of Mr 
Harrison. 

So far progress has been slow. 


John Leonard, a top banking ana- 
lyst at Salomon Brothers, has cut his 
pre-tax profits forecast for BZW in 
the second half of 1996 to £118tn, 
despite the fact that most other in- 
vestment banks in the City are on 
track for a record year. 

In the first half, before Mr Har- 
rison took the helm after the death 
of David Band. BZW made profits 
of £157m, a figure which disap- 
pointed some analysts at the time. 

According to Mr Leonard, the 
new regime has so for been finan- 


cially negative in its impact - rising 
costs and falling revenues. Mr Di- 
amond is rumoured to have fired as 
man y as 130 staff and hired the same 
number again, quite possibly on 
higher pav~ deals. 

According to insiders, staff have 
been so busy watching their backs 
that they have not had time to go 
out and win business At the same 
time key personnel who bad devel- 
oped good relationships with clients 
have been fired. 

Mr Diamond has ousted senior 


figures such as Klaus-Peter Moerrtz, 
head of foreign exchange trading in 
the UK and Europe, and Alex von 
Ungem-Stemberg, deputy chief ex- 
ecutive of the markets division. 
Others w-ho have gone indude 
Yann Gin dr e, head of debt origi- 
nation, Nick Carter, head of swaps 
marketing, Paul Ellis, head of struc- 
tured products, and RobJoKffeand 
Steve Hones joint, heads of debt 
syndicate. 

Mr Harrison, meanwhile, has 
been busy instilling fear in his staff 


with his phenomenal appetite for 
work. He claims, apparently seri- 
ously, that time spent at home is a 
wasted marketing opportunity. 

“The personnel changes in BZW’s 
fixed income unit may have at least 
temporary revenue implications as 
well as adding to costs,” Mr Leonard 
said in recent research. However, 
while he has trimmed his forecasts for 
the entire Barclays group for 1996, 
he is confident about the bank’s per- 
formance in 1997 and 1998. 

Robert Law, banking analyst at 


Lehman Brothers, the US invest- 
ment bank, also expects costs to rise 
at BZW. He forecasts a rise of 10 
percent, which will account for most 
of the cost enhancement of the en- 
tire Barclays group. 

Costs axe also rising because 
BZW is in the process of moving to 
new premises in Canary Wharf, an- 
alysts point out All points to a pic- 
ture of rapidly escalating costs and 
poor return on capital But al- 
though there may be special factors 
at work at BZW, this is by no means 
a unique set of circumstances. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 


Insurers fail to 
cut charges 
after disclosure 


Nic Cicutti 


Insurance companies are still re- 
fusing to cut charges on the poli- 
cies they sell, almost two years 
after new rules forcing costs to 
he disclosed, the Personal In- 
vestment Authority admitted 
yesterday. 

Despite hopes of a price war 
in the wake of the new disclosure 
regime in 1 995. most companies 
charge as much on their policies 
as last year, according to a sur- 
vey hy Ore PIA. This is in contrast 
to claims three years ago by the 
Securities and Investments 
Board the senior regulator, that 
tlie new disclosure regime would 
yield annual savings of £lhn for 
policyholders. 

While the average charges im- 
posed by all insurers dropped by 
3.9 per* cent across the board 
compared to 12 months agp, this 
was mostly accounted for by un- 
competitive companies whose 
products are among the least 
successful commercially. 

The vast majority, including 
Commercial Union. Norwich 
Union and NPL have not low- 
ered charges. Several of the 
more competitive firms until last 
year, including Allied Dunbar 
and many Scottish life insurers, 
have taken advantage of the new 
disclosure regime to raise their 
charges to match their rivals. 



Colette Bowe: Faces little 
enthusiasm for competition 

Joe Palmer, chairman of the 
PIA. said in the report: “Al- 
though the full impact of the dis- 
closure regime may only fully 
emerge ewer lime, we still con- 
sider this information to be an 
important part of the PIA’s ac- 
countability to investors. 

The PIA survey, published 
yesterday, comes amid increas- 
ing consumer dissatisfaction 
with the high charges levied by 
insurers on their products, in- 
cluding personal pensions. 

Harriet Hall, legal officer ut 
the National Consumer Coun- 
cil said: “A lot of people find the 
terms used, such as ‘reduction 
in yield’, difficult to understand. 

“The purpose of disclosure was 


to attempt to get competition go- 
ing. This now needs careful mon- 
itoring to ensure competition 
does take place." 

Ms Hall however, welcomed 
the publication of the disclosure 
document, which she said offered 
consumers an opportunity to 
make more informed choices. 

The figures also indicate that 
where companies had the 
chance to sell their products 
across several distribution chan- 
nels, at least one of which was 
cheaper, they made no attempt 
to reflect this in (he costs im- 
posed on consumers. 

Among the firms which have 
refused to differentiate between 
the channels selling their pen- 
sion products are Axa Equity & 
Law. Clerical Medical. Nor- 
wich Union, which is to float on 
the stock market later this year, 
and Sun Alliance, now merged 
with Royal Insurance. 

The PIA yesterday refused to 
comment publicy on this new ev- 
idence. But it is undertood that 
the regulator is growing in- 
creasingly concerned at the un- 
willingness of companies to 
compete within the new cli- 
mate offered by the disclosure 
rules introduced under its chief 
executive Colette Bowe two 
years ago. 

It also broke with past policy 
bv publicly acknowledging for 
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the first lime that some com- 
panies, particularly those who 
still collect premiums door-to- 
door, can only achieve vaguely 
generous maturity payouts to the 
handful of policyholders who get 
that far by penalising the vast 
majority who halt their contri- 
butions early. 

The report shows that inde- 
pendent financial advisers 


(IFAs) show little or no bias to- 
wards companies which pay 
higher commission. Most opted 
for firms paying the same 
amount of remuneration- Unlike 
direct salesfbrces, growing num- 
bers ofIFAs are prepared to re- 
bate some of their commission 
back to their clients. 

But their choice of pension 
providers varied wii tfly, indud- 


ing companies where charges in 
the first five years ranged be- 
tween £1,000 and £2.000. 
Charges- and the fact that many 
of them are levied in the first few 
years of a policy - can take up 
to 40 per cent of a fund’s value. 

Reliance Mutual one of the 
companies named in the report, 
charges an average of 28 per 
cent each vear over the 25-vear 


lifetime of a fund. Assuming 
contributions of £60 .a month 
and investment growth of 9 per 
cent the value of a fund with- 
out any charges at ail might 
reach almost £5,500. The effect 
of Reliance Mutual's charges in 
the first five years is to take up 
to £2020 from the personal 
pension. 

Table compiled byNabila Zar 


Hansen steps out for fresh debut 


Patrick Tooher 


The ghost of predictions past 
came back to haunt Alan 
Hansen yesterday as he 
branched out into a new field 
of football punditiy. 

The Match of the Day analyst 
and former Liverpool captain 
has been hired on a three-year 
contract to act as consultant to 
Britain's firsl dedicated foot- 
ball fund to be launched by in- 
vestment bank Singer & 
Friedlander next month. 

“Alan's in-depth knowledge 
of the workings of football 
clubs and contacts in the game 
will be invaluable to us in get- 
ting the best opportunities ear- 
ly'.” said Tony Fraher, chief 
executive of S&F Investment 
Funds. 

But during a packed press 
conference at a football theme 
bar in central London, Mr 
Hansen was soon reminded of 
a remark he made last season 
about Manchester United's 
youth policy. “You can’t win 
anything with kids,” he fa- 
mously opined to the watching 
millions. Unfortunately for Mr 
Hansen. Manchester* United 
went on to win the League and 
FA Cup double. 

Only time will tell if Mr 
Hansen's forecasts for the 
new fund about what is hot 


and what is not in the world 
of football will be as wide of 
the mark. 

Mr Hansen will not be 
offering the fund investment 
advice as such. He has taken no 
regulatory examinations and 
for him the letters SEA still 
mean Scottish Football Asso- 
ciation rather than the Securi- 
ties and Futures Authority. 

"I'm only here to give my 
opinion and advise on the 
prospects of clubs ~ he insist- 
ed yesterday. 

What Mr Hansen did pro- 
vide was a typically sober as- 
sessment of who are likely to 
emerge as the winners in the 
headlong rush of football clubs 
to seek listings on the Stock Ex- 
change. 

“You are only as good as the 
1 1 players on the pitch. When 
you go public you have got 
more money to buy belter 
players. Success breeds 
success." 

The problem. Mr Hansen ac- 
knowledged, was that very few 
quality players were available 
and expensive imports tended 
to disappoint. “Some of the 
continental players haven't the 
heart for the competition,” he 
continued. “They have to play 
as hard as the rest on a wet 
rainy night in January.” 

Mr Hansen was more san- 



From player to pundit: Alan 
Hansen mil forecast for fund 

guide about Newcastle United’s 
prospects fora £2Q0m flotation 
by Easter, despite this week's 
shock resignation of Kevin 
Keegan as manager. “I can’t 
see any problems." he said. “If 
Kenny Dalglish [the bookies' 
favourite to succeed Keegan 
and a close friend of Hansen’s] 


took over tomorrow the gloom 
and doom would be lifted." 

The Singer & Friedlander 
football fund aims for capital 
growth and will invest up to 
£200m in individual clubs in 
Britain and Europe as well as 
related companies in sports- 
wear, retailing and media. The 
minimum lump sum invest- 
ment is £1000 with a regular 
savings scheme available from 
£50 a month. An initial charge 
of 4.5 per cent will be levied, 
plus an annual management fee 
of 1.5 per cent. 

“We are not going to invest 
in every club, we are going to 
be selective.” Mr Fraher said. 
“That’s why we signed Alan. 
He will tell us things we would 
never know." 

S&F expects the fund to 
have wide appeal among fans 
and private investors as well as 
larger institutions seeking 
exposure to a football sector 
whose shares have risen by 
696 per cent since 1993 - out- 
stripping the stock market as 
a whole by a factor of ten. 

Critics say tbe fund is being 
launched when football shares 
have already scored their most 
spectacular gains. S&F believes 
sponsorship deals, merchan- 
dising and increased television 
income from pay-per-view will 
secure the fund's future growth. 


Investors call for Sears 
chief executive to quit 


Nigel Cope 


The troubled Sears retail em- 
pire, which spans the Selfridges 
department store and Free- 
mans mail order businesses, 
was heading for break-up yes- 
terday after the group delivered 
the latest in a series of profit 
warnings. 

Institutions were left fuming 
by a disastrous trading update 
which said that Sears’ pre-tax 
profits for the full year would 
be “significantly below" last 
year's £ 100m. The group said its 
Christmas sales had been poor 
with particularly weak perfor- 
mances from its Freemans and 
footwear businesses. 

Institutional investors im- 
mediately called for tbe dis- 
missal of Liam Strong, the 

g oup’s chief executive. Sears’ 
hristraas trading statement 
was seen as his last chance to re- 
pair City confidence after a 
five-year tenure characterised by 
poor trading and false dawns. 

One shareholder said: “It's 
yet another disappointment. 
Other retailers seem to be able 
to get their act together when 
they have the right man at the 
helm. Five years is convention- 


ally considered long enough 
for a chief executive to put a 
strategic plan together.” 

Though Sears chairman Sir 
Bob Reid said he and the board 
still supported Mr Strong, the 
vote of confidence failed to 
convince the Gty. One share- 
holder said: “'We* would like to 
meet the chairman to hear 
exactly why he is so supportive 
of the management." 

Another commented: “The 
institutions will demand blood 
and they will probably get iL” 
However, he added that Sears 
was in such a poor state that it 
seemed “beyond repair". 

Sears is now considered a 
break-up target with analysts 
such as Nick Bubb at Mees Pier- 
son predicting a property buyer. 
“I think it goes without saying 
that Liam Strong will go. The 
question is whether anyone 
new will come in before the in- 
evitable bid happens." 

Mr Bubb predicts a break-up 
value of I20p a share. Sears 
shares closed down 4p to 87-5p. 
It is likely to announce the sale 
of the Freemans mail order 
business to Uttlewoods early 
next week though this last-ditch 
attempt at releasing share- 


holder value will be seen as too 
little too late. The sale price, 
thought to be around £375m, 
will also disappoint analysts. 

Yesterday’s profits wanting 
came in stark contrast to other 
retailers which are reporting 
strong sales increases boosted 
by rising consumer spending. 
The group said that like-for-like 
sales in the second half to 6 Jan- 
uary increased by just 1 per cent 
Trading in the Christmas peri- 
od was worse with comparative 
sales down 0.5 per cent 

Selfridges and the clothing di- 
vision both did well with 8 pier 
cent sales gains. Bur like-for-like 
sales were down 4 per cent at 
Adams childrenswear. 2.8 per 
cent in the footwear division and 
6.5 per cent at Freemans. 

The break-up of the Sears 
empire would marie the end of 
tbe rambling conglomerate 
built up by the late Sir Charles 
Clone in the 1950s. At one 
stage its interests included Gal- 
liford housebuilding as well as 
motor and engineering interests, 
Mr Strong himself has taken the 
axe to a host of familiar hi gh 
street names such as Olympus 
Sports and Millets. 

Comment, page 23 


Kinnock 
setback 
for BA 
hopes of 
alliance 

Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


e 


British Airways' hopes of get- 
ting European Commission ap- 
proval for its proposed alliance 
with American Airlines were 
dealt a serious setback yester- 
day when it emerged that Neil 
Kinnock, Transport Commis- 
sioner, has unexpectedly 
accepted that the two carriers' 
plans to sell off some of their 
lucrative runway slots at 
Heathrow Airport were illegal. 

Mr Kinnock, who supports 
the principle of airlines buying ■ 
and selling take-off and landing 
slots, had previously maintained 
that EC regulations probably -• 
<fid allow for the practice. How- " 
ever, following further analysis 
his department has concluded 
that its original interpretation 

of the rules was wrong. A source 

said: “Mr Kinnock’s view has 
changed since December. It 
now appears that it's not really 
legal to trade slots." 

The shift is likely to strength- 
en the position of the Com- 
petition Commissioner, Karel 
van MierL who is also investi- 
gating the alliance and has in- 
sisted that slot trading is 
contrary to EC law and should 
be outlawed completely. The 
widening rift between the com- 
petition and transport com- 
missioners will be referred to a 
hearing of the full Commission 
by the end of March. Howev- 
er. the source gave little hope 
of a compromise. 

If the EC derides to outlaw 
formally slot-trading it could 
severely weaken British Air- 
ways' negotiating position as it 
attempts to clear regulatory f 
hurdles in the UK, the Euro- 
pean Commission and tbe US. 

The Office of fair "frading has 
approved the tie-up with Amer- 
ican on condition that the 
alliance gives up 168 slots at 
Heathrow over a two-year 
period, a figure equivalent to 12 
daily round trips. The alliance 
would still be left with some 
3,000 slots at Heathrow. 

However, the OFT has not 
objected to British Airways’ 
proposal that it should be 
allowed to sell off the slots, a 
move which could net the com- 
pany £180m. 

Industry experts have esti- 
mated slots at Heathrow, the 
world's busiest and most sought 
after airport, could be worth 
£1.5m each. 

Opposition to British Air- 
ways’ slot-trading plans 
mounted yesterday as three ^ 
more US carriers - Continen- 
tal USAir and TWA - sub- 
mitted critical responses to the 
OFT 

Continental, the world’s sev- 
enth-Iargest carrier, launched 
the most outspoken attack on 
the alliance yet by a rival airline. 

Barry Simon, Continental's 
head of international affairs, 
said: “Tbe OFT 's report is an 
intellectual and moral disgrace. 

It must be tbe result of politi- 
cal pressure.” 
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Merrett settles for 
£3.2m with Lloyd’s 


The insurance underwriter 
Stephen Merrett yesterday 
agreed a £3 Jim settlement with 
Lloyd's and a group of aggriev- 
ed names that will result in his 
exclusion for life from the 
market, writes Beta- Rodgers. 

In return for the settlement, 
Lloyd's is to drop a disciplinary 
inquiry into the conduct of Mr 
Merrett and his agencies. 

The deal which includes a 
personal payment of £lm from 
Mr Merrett to names on his syn- 
dicates, ends one of the most ac- 
rimonious disputes surrounding 
the losses at Lloyd's. 

The Merrett names won a 


High Court judgment in October 
1995 that implied he had acted 
dishonestly as their underwriter. 
The judgment prompted Lloyd’s 
to start the disciplinary inquiry, 
which will now be terminated. 

Lloyd's sources suggested 
that the combination of tbe £lm 
personal payment and volun- 
tary exile from the market was 
probably a harsher penalty 
than anything that would have 
come out of the formal disci- 
plinary hearings. The £lm will 
be paid to the Merrett Syndi- 
cate 418 Names’ Association 
and distributed directly to the 
aggrieved names. 
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Take politics out of merger decisions altogether 


'Present legislation 
places the Secretary 
of State in a quasi- 
judicial position when 
deciding whether or 
not to allow takeovers 
to proceed. That is 
always a dangerous 
place to leave an 
ambitious politician’ 


A lot of people have had good cause to me 
**Jan Lang's capricious approach to merg- 
ers policy over the Iasi year. But George 
Simpson, now managing director of GEC, 
is not one of them. When GEC bid for the 
warship builder, VSEL, the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission decided it should be 
sent packing on the not unreasonable 
grounds that Britain only had three such yards 
and GEC already owned one of them. 

Fbrtunatdy for GEC, Michael “National 
Champions" Hesdime. was in charge then 
at the Department oflrade and Industry and 
he duly brushed the MM C's recommenda- 
tions aside. Would GEC have fared differ- 
ently had Mr Lang then been m the hot seal? 

In short, it is impossible to say. Mr Lang 
has executed so may U-tums since he 
arrived that if he isn't dizzy and thoroughly 
confused, then the rest of the business 
community certainly is. 

In his last pronunciation on the subject, the 
President of the Board of Trade made it crys- 
tal clear that mergers which increased mar- 
ket domination or created national champi- 
ons were not on. Since then he has blocked 
the Bass/Carlsberg Tetley deal but approved 
British Airways alliance with American Air- 
lines. How’s that for consistency? 

Step forward Mr Simpson to inject some 
clarity. In his other incarnation as a mem- 
ber of the cumbcrsomcty titled Commission 
on Public Policy and British Business, Mr 
Simpson has the chance to strike a blow for 
all those not as fortunate as GEC. 


A report due out from the commission 
next week mil conclude that the Govern- 
ment's competition policy is in a mess. Thai 
much wc knew. It hardly lakes a committee 
of the great and the good to point out (hat 
this administration's track record has been 
contradictory, weak and riven by short-term 
political considerations. 

Would Labour perform any better? Prob- 
ably not. The old style corporatism that 
would creep back in would almost certainly 
pul paid to a rational or consistent compe- 
tition and mergers policy. 

The core of the problem, as the commis- 
sion’s report highlights, is that present leg- 
islation places the Secretary of Slate in a 
quasi-judicial position when deciding 
whether or not to allow takeovers to pro- 
ceed, and on many other matters concern- 
ing competition policy. That is always a dan- 
gerous place to leave an ambitious politician. 

The solution proposed by the commission 
is to allow ministers to continue making the 
final decision hut then require them to set 
out their detailed reasoning in public, thus 
making the whole process transparent. This 
doesn't go far enough. 

While there is something to be said for 
making sure the buck ultimately slops with 
elected politicians, there is a stronger case 
for removing temptation from the grasp of 
departmental ministers altogether and 
allowing the courts or some kind of inde- 
pendent cartel office to act us final arbiter. 
As Lhings stand, competition policy is too 


often determined by political whim or 
favour. Removing these powers from the 
politicians would go a long way towards 
depolilicising the process, making pro-com- 
petition policy a generally accepted thing 
across the political divide, as it is in the US. 

Break-up of Sears 
must be on the way 

I t is just as well that Liam Strong, chief ex- 
ecutive of Sears, is a lover of military his- 
tory. His hero is General Ulysses S Grant, 
whose motto was: “Find your enemy, then 
move in on him and hit him hard and keep 
on hitting him." Sadly for Mr Strong, the City 
has identified him as the enemy at Sears and 
has been hitting him hard for some lime. He 
now appears fatally wounded. 

The polished, almost impish Ulsterman is 
unlikely to go quietly , however. He is fight- 
ing for his business reputation. When he jet- 
ted in to Sears from British Airways five 
years ago. Mr Strong was thought capable 
of great lhings. But indecisiveness and cau- 
tion appear to have got the better of him. 
Formats and management have been 
chopped and changed. And the radical 
pruning of the Sears portfolio was delayed 
until it was too late. 

Scars has proved a woeful investment in 
the Strong years. Institutions were giving him , 


bodged it and it now appears certain that he 
will be offered up for sacrifice. To be fair, 
there is an argument that Scars was always 
such a mess that was beyond the wit of even 
the brightest manager. Unfortunately that 
will not help Mr Strong now. The City is in 
no mood for excuses. 

And wither Sears in all this? As an empire 
it is crumbling and a break-up is surely not 
far away. Lord Wolfson, the new chairman 
of Great Universal Stores and Next, has a 
theory that most of the strongest retailers arc 
single brand entities. There was never any 
worthwhile link between most of the dis- 
parate Scars formats. Now the name looks 
set to be consigned to the dustbin of British 
retail history. It will not be mourned. 

No life insurance 
revolution yet 

T he iheory behind the move to fuller dis- 
closure of life insurance charges, which 
began in 1995. was that it would focus the 
minds of customers on the best value prod- 
ucts. As the business then flowed to the bet- 
ter companies, the- rest of the industry 
would have to slash its costs and reduce its 
charges to remain competitive. 

But so far it has not happened, at least 
judging by this year's statistics from Lhe Per- 
sonal Invest mem Authority, which show only 


one last chance to prove that Scars could ; a very small overall reduction in charges, and 
trade its way out of difficulties. He has > a slight increase among the companies 


'hich were already at the low end of the 
sca ^ L ‘- So soon after the start of the disclo 
sure regime it would perhaps be surprising 
ii the market had been radically traits’- 
tormed. These things take rime. 

New information* must be absorbed and 
understood. Just as important, the present 
iramework for disclosure allows loopholes 
which will have to be tackled before cus- 
tomers can rely on the figures. Companies 
^ easily distort the figures by, for exam- 
RJ e ; ganging charging structures so that 
mere is a good return for policies held to 
r hul ^ciacular levels of charging 
m tne first few years. The effect is to slash 
returns, for those who quit early. Then: is 
plenty of room for tightening up in this area. 

However, let us not be churlish about it. 
1 here u > evidence that the pressure of dis- 
closure is forcing change on the indusln. 
Look at the decision by Eagle Star this week 
to offer a polky with a full refund of chaises 
to those who quit in the first two years. * 

However, it will take a long time to coun- 
teract the damage done by the personal pen- 
storw mLs-selling scandal and the coniinuins 
nigh level n| charges which have discredited 
pnvaLe sector pension providers in munv 
eyes - most significantly, those of the Labour 
Pony. The parly s proposed stakeholder pen- 
sions are a way of bypassing high-cosi per- 
sonal pensions bv sctiins up large pooled 
funds. Haring been dragged kicking ami 
screaming into cutting its charges, the'insur- 
ance indusm may find it has left it too late. 
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Jobless at 
new high in 
struggling 
Germany 
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Unemployment in Germany 
hit another post-war high in 
December, amid signs that the 
economy is again grinding to a 
- Tialt after a modest recovery in 
the second half of last year. 

According to figures released 
by the Federal Labour Office 
yesterday, unemployment rose 
by 48,000 last month to a sea- 
c ' sonafly-adjusted 4.156 mfllioo- 
equal to 10,8 per cent of the 
workforce. And next month 
the number of jobless is pro- 
jected by economists to reach 
4J million. 

Much of the rise is attributed 
to a down-turn in the con- 
struction industry, exacerbated 
by the extremely cold weather 
that has been gripping Germany 
for the past fortnight. Econo- 
mists have warned that the big 
freeze could push the overall 
German growth rate in the first 
quarter into negative figures, 
repeating last year's trend. 

Even without the vw^iber, the 
economy is faltering. Provi- 
sional figures released yesterday 
by the National Statistics Office 
showed last year's growth rate 
at 1.4 per cent, marginally below 
forecasts and much lower than 
the previous year's perfor- 
mance. The office estimates 
Germany’s budget deficit for 
1996 was around 3.9 per cent - 
well above the Maastricht tar- 
get for European monetary 
union. 

Whether the government can 
keep its budgeL deficit wiritin 3 
•per cent in EMU’s qualifying 
year will depend on the growth 
rate, which ft predicts will be 25 
per cent this year. That forecast 
is already off target, however, 
as it did not anticipate the cur- 
rent slow-down. A larger-than- 
expected unemployment rate 
will als o place a heavy burden 
on expenditure, straining_ the 
budget beyond the permitted 
limits. 


Earlier this week, the Berhn- 
based DIW Institute predicted 
that this year's growth would be 
around 2 per cent. Half a per- 
centage point less than what the 
government is counting on. 
And even the joint report of the 
six leading institutes, which ex- 
pect the growth rate to be with- 
in the government's range, has 
calculated the budget deficit will 
still be over 3 per cent 

lb qualify for EMU, Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl must again 
introduce savage spending cuts, 
which in turn will further de- 
press domestic consumption. 
This, however, would make 
him vulnerable to the charge 
from political opponents that he 
was abandoning the jobless to 
attain a lofty goal that is not 
shared by his electorate. 

Responding to the stream of 
abysmal figures, Mr Kohl 
pledged again to strive for jobs, 
though he had nothing new to 
offer in the way of a remedy. 
“Fighting unemployment 
remains the most important 
domestic policy challenge,” he 
said. “Current levels of over 4.1 
million jobless are completely 
unacceptable.” 

The Chancellor said he did 
not believe that rising unem- 
ployment would jeoparoise eco- 
nomic recovery this year. “1 
think the chances for recovery 
rest on a solid basis," he de- 
clared- “1 see no reason to 
adopt a resigned attitude - cre- 
ating jobs is possible." 

Mr Kohl reiterated his gov- 
ernment's commitment to over- 
haul the country's convoluted 
tax system, details of which are 
to be announced this month. 
There is also a pension reform 
on the way, and cuts in the “sol- 
idarity surcharge” - tax ear- 
marked for eastern Germany. 

The Chancellor is meanwhile 
promising another round of 
talks with unions and. employ- 
ers, which last year produced a 
pledge to halve unemployment 
by the year 2000. 
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Kenneth Clarke (left) meeting his Japanese counterpart, the Finance Minister Hiroshi Mitsuzuka, in Tokyo yesterday. During the Chancellor's three- 
day visit they will be dismissing the state of their respective national economies Photograph: AFP 

Tokyo’s new year sell-off gathers pace 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

The new year sell-off in Tbkyo 
accelerated yesterday as Japan’s 
benchmark Nikkei 225 index feD 
more than 600 points, its third 
sharp fall in a row and the 
heaviest one-day decline since 
April 1995. In the four trading 
sessions so far this year, the 
Nikkei has slumped almost 
1,300 points to its lowest level 
for 14 months as investors have 
panicked, fearing that bad debts 
and low growth will continue to 
hobble Japan's financial insti- 
tutions and economy. 

The collapse in Japanese 
shares coincided with a visit to 
the country by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Kenneth Clarke, 
who contributed to the debate 
on the future of Japan's markets 
by witling for more rapid dereg- 
ulation of the heavily controlled 
financial system. He also advised 
Japan's Finance Minister, 


Nikkei slumps again 


225 Stock Average price index, 000s 



Hiroshi Mitsuzuka, to use pri- 
vatisation to reduce the gov- 
ernment deficiLThe Japanese 
government, which faces a 7.4 
percent annual fiscal deficit, is 
aiming to reduce the deficit to 
3 per cent or less by 2005. 


Mr Clarke is understood to 
have said the government 
should move more quickly than 
a projected five-year deregula- 
tion programme. Mr Mitsuzuka 
responded that the government 
intends to implement deregu- 


lation sooner if possible, and re- 
minded him that the non-life in- 
surance market will be 
completely deregulated by July 
I99S. 

Japan's stock market has 
been the biggest loser among the 
world's bourses so far this year 
with all its main indexes having 
lost more than 5 per cent of their 
value. At Thursday’s close of 
18.073.87. the Nikkei remains 
firmly locked in the depressed 
trading range it has been stuck 
in since 1992 when the market 
finally bottomed out after a 50 
per cent plunge from its 1990 
high of almost 40.000. 

For almost five years the 
Nikkei has threatened to break 
out of the 15.000 to 20,000 
trading range but recurrent 
worries that the government is 
unable to stop the decline in 
land prices or dean up the bad 
debt hangover from the late 
1980s bubble economy have so 
far kept equities in check. 


Yesterday Mr Mitsuzuka said 
the government bad no plans to 
boost the Tokyo stock market, 
causing Japanese investors to 
fret about a repeat of 1995’s fall 
in the Nikkei to less than 15,000. 
Asahi Mutual Life Insurance's 
Koichi Kurata said: “The mar- 
ket is going to continue to de- 
cline unless the government 
does something. The biggest 
problem continues to be bad 
debt Investors were pretending 
the problem had gone away." 

Japan's tumbling stock mar- 
ket was viewed phlegmatically 
by European markets yesterday, 
with the plummeting Nikkei 
index providing little more than 
a long-distance spectator sport 
for traders here. 

Although Japan is the world's 
second-biggest economy, few 
European companies have a 
meaningful exposure there. 
Fears of slowing growth have 
little bearing on European 
businesses. 


Mortgage 
lending 
highest 
in years 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 

Mortgage lending last year 
reached a six-year record of 
£71bn. Barclays Bank said yes- 
terday in a survey that con- 
firmed the buoyant state of the 
housing market 

At the same time, the CB1 re- 
ported retail sales over the 
Christmas period were well up 
on a year earlier, though it was 
not the boom predicted by 
some retailers. 

According to the CBI dis- 
tributive trades survey, which 
covered sales from 5 December 
to 2 January, 52 per cent of re- 
tailers reported higher levels of 
business and 19 per cent said 
they were down. 

This left a positive balance ol 
33 per cent reporting growth, 
only marginally more than the 
balance of 31 percent a year ear- 
lier. However, the CBI said the 
three-month average suggested 
that underlying growih of retail 
sales “remains fairly strong". 

Barclays found that there 
were more than twice as many 
home buyers as sellers in the 
housing market, with one per- 
son in six looking for a new 
home but only one homeowner 
in 13 prepared to sell. 

Those most likely to put their 
homes on the market lived in 
London and the South-east, 
where prices rose last year. 

There was an increase of 
two-thirds in public confidence 
that house prices would rise 
over the next 12 months, said 
the bank. In London and the 
South-east 69 per cent believed 
the value of their homes would 
increase over the period. 

The Barclays survey coincid- 
ed with evidence of a sharp rise 
in housing starts, with a 15 per 
cent increase in the three 
moods to November compared 
with the previous three months. 

Economists at Schraders, the 
merchant hank, forecast house 
price inflation this year of 10 per 
cent, followed by S’per cent next 
year, and said house price gains 
would exceed mortgage rales for 
the first rime in seven years. 

Building societies have sug- 
gested 7 to S per cent growth in 
house prices. 


Multi-billion bid war 
for Hughes Electronics 


General Motors and 
VW near settlement 
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A nuhi-baibn dollar bidding 

war has broken outing US 

for lhe defence elecmmsbaa 

ness of Hughes Elertronics 
which has been P ul ™ |( ^ 
block by its parent.' GenenUM o- 
tors. The outcome could 
tennine the final eonlo'j's of Tte 
US defence industi? after to 
years of consolidation. 

^Head-^headmthetod^- 

Hugbes is Raytheon, 
lierthis week disclosed tbatit 
was acquiring *^"^7- 

“"f un “?.‘i Northrop 

merits, an? . „ (h - raC e 

B1SBSSSS 

• the industry. Mnnrt ed ves- 

■ Raytheon was reported v 


however, was believed to have 
submitted a bid that is higher by 

perhaps $200m-$300ra. 

Jack Smith, chairman of GM, 
refused yesterday to comment 
on the reports which a spokes- 
man termed as “speculation ■ 
“We’re ius* to have to let 
that play out” Mr Smith said at 
a car show in Detroit. 

GM has for some months 
been seeking a way to refocus 
tic businesses on car making. 
While anxious to divest itself of 
the defence-related elementsof 

Huahes, it is likely i°retwnihe 

auwmotivc-elertromcp^of 

the company and peihaM i fold 
them into GM's own Delphi 

Automotive Systems- 

For sentimentalists, the 
hreak-UD of Hughes will mean 




era California during the Sec- 
ond World Wit. 

Raytheon and Northrop 
Grumman believe ' that the 
Hughes businesses, which in- 
cludes missile systems, radar sys- 
tems and other products, would 
make a §ood fit with their own 
companies. A bidding war 
would be dangerous for each, 
however, since neither can pay 
more than they can afford. 

Buying Hughes would prob- 
ably involve either of the suit- 
ors taking on between $3bn and 
$5bninnewdcbL Raytheon is 
already taking on $3bn in 
additional debt in its acquisition 
oflbxas Instruments. 

Whoever emerges as the win- 
ner, the Hughes deal may prove 
to be last of any serious scale in 
Lhe consolidation fever that has 
gripped America’s defence in- 
dustry. It follows the other 
mega-merger of last year: Boe- 
ing's $19bn purchase of Mc- 
Donnell Douglas, 
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Volkswagen and General Mo- 
tors, the two car makers which 
have been at war for three 
years, are on the verge of set- 
tling their dispute out of court 

Representatives of the two 
companies were holding secret 
talks Iasi night in an attempt to 
reach a formula that would 
placate GM, whose executive 
Jose Ignacio Lopez is alleged to 
have taken secret documents to 
VW when he was poached by 
the German company in 1993. 
Mr Lopez resigned from VW 
last month, just before he was 
indicted by a German court for 
industrial espionage. 

GM continued to insist, how- 
ever, on compensation running 
into billions of dollars, and an 
apology from the VW board, 
which never admitted that it had 
benefited from Mr Lopez’s 
stolen files. Hiere was no word 
last night of lhe compensation 


involved, but progress was be- 
ing made on the wording of 
VW's grovelling apology. 

“1 would not comment cm on- 
going settlement negotiations,” 
VW spokesman Klaus Kocks 
said. “We do very much appre- 
ciate the moderate and fair 
wording of my colleagues on the 
[GM] side,” he added. 

GM confirmed that repre- 
sentatives of the two companies 
bad been holding talks in the US 
over the past few days. An an- 
nouncement is expected today. 

General Motors claims Mr 
Lopez, its former purchasing 
chief, look confidential files 
with him when he defected to 
VW in 1993. GM and its Opel 
subsidiary have filed a lawsuit 
against Volkswagen jn Detroit, 

while VW issued a counter-suit 
for libel. 

German prosecutors last 
month indicted Mr Lopez and 
three other former GM managers 
who went with him to VW on 
charges of stealing GM secrets. 
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They don’t come better than Goode 1 IT V gets set for 


The progress of Goode Durrant just 
goes to show that not all stock market 
turnarounds are overnight successes. 
Michael Wiring beavered away for 
years after buying in and taking the 
reins in 19S5 with little apparent ben- 
efit to shareholders. But. as the chart 
shows, things have been coming ri ght 
in spades over the past three years for 
what is now a pure vehicle hire and 
equipment rental group. 

The business has been a stellar per- 
former as the UK pulled out of reces- 
sion and the latest half-year figures to 
October arc no exception, with pre-tax 
profits rising 13 per cent to £15_2m. But 
Goode's management deserves full 
credit for the performance of its North- 
gate vehicle hire operations, which rep- 
resented 95 per cent of operating 
profits in the period and is the UK mar- 
ket leader in light commercial vehicle 
rental. The latest figures came despite 
a 2 per cent fall inhire rates as rivals 
scrambled for volume at the expense 
of margins. 

The market is already showing signs 
of steadying and the decision to con- 
centrate on this secLor of the market 
has proved well made over the long 
term. The business has grown consis- 
tently. while Goode claims never to 
have made a loss when selling on its 
vehicles after their typical two-and-a- 
half year life with the group. Its suc- 
cess is u strong argument for its 
four-year depreciation polity, even if 
purists might suggest it would be more 
appropriate to write the van fleet 
down over its 30-mom h average life 
with the group. 

But the totem around which Mr Wir- 
ing runs his business is utilisation 
rates, which have hardly wavered from 
91 per cent since 1992. He argues that 
if Heel usage falls below that level, it 
is time to sell and. given the resale val- 
ues. he has no problem getting rid of 
[he excess. Thus far, the fleet has grown 
steadily, as the successful formula of 
flexible rental, formalised under the 
Noriks brand name last autumn, has 
continued to win customers. 

Recent wins, including Rolls-Royce. 
Coca-Cola and Ever Ready, add to a 
lengthening list of blue-chip clients and 
the long-term omens look excellent. 
Northgate's 7 per cent share of a total 
hire fleet which is just 7.5 per cent of the 
total number of vans on the road sug- 
gests bags of scope for overall market 
growth and the group's share within it. 

The potential is illustrated by the fact 
that some 28 percent of the more de- 
veloped US van fleet is supplied 
through rented or leased vehicles. 

Goode must live on its wits to retain 
its customer base, given the lack of any 
contractual relationship. More serious 
doubts could be hung around the dis- 
counts received from Ford for buying 
so many of its vehicles every year. That 
will account for over half group prof- 
its this year, but shows no sign of be- 
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ing withdrawn in the short term. These 
arc minor caveats and an upgraded 
forecast of £25 in from Mees Pierson 
suggests the shares, up 6p at 414.5p, 
are still good value on a forward rat- 
ing of 14. 


British Borneo 
wealth warning 


British Borneo's shares have gushed in 
the past year, rising three-fold on the 
back of a rising oil price, a steady flow 
of good exploration news and most 
recently buoyed by the takeover spec- 
ulation that has frothed around the sec- 
tor since Gulf Canada made a £430ra 
tilt at Clyde Petroleum. 

Yesterday's news that its Morpeth 
field in the' Gulf of Mexico probably 
holds 50 per cent more oil than previ- 
ously expected sent the shares sharply 
higher again. 

Trading at less than 800p a week ago, 
the shares broke through £10 yester- 
day to close at 1.01 OJp. a record high 
for the stock. 

Early expectations for Morpeth had 
put reserves at about 50 milli on bar- 
rels of oil equivalent. Yesterday Bor- 
neo said it expected the field to yield 
77 million barrels and said that under 
optimum conditions it could produce 
as much as 92 million. 


The Morpeth announcement was the 
latest in a string of positive moves try 
the explorer that has seen it exploit 
close links with BP and Shell in the 
Mexican Gulf, widely viewed as one of 
the world's most exciting exploration 
areas. 

Earlier this week, the company said 
it was buying a 40 per cent stake in a 
BP field and last month it bought rights 
to drill three tracts held by Shell. 

It is quite some transformation for 
a business that eight years ago was 
nothing more than an oil sector in- 
vestment trust. 

In the interim, under the guidance 
of youthful chief executive Alan 
Gaynor, British Borneo has built up an 
enviable portfolio of exploration and 
production assets and it is little surprise 
that it has been widely tipped as a 
takeover candidate. 

Anyone who has missed the party so 
far, however, should tread very care- 
fully and cast their memories back, to 
the early 198Ds when the sector last had 
its moment in the sun. Ten years ago 
the oil sector shared many character- 
istics with todays volatile biotech 
stocks. 

The problem for any investor in ofl 
explorers is that valuing the companies 
is little more than a finger-in-the-air ex- 
ercise. It involves assumptions about 
the oil price, the size of reserves, ex- 
change rates and, mast importantly, the 
interest rates used to discount back 


future cash flows. Small changes in one 
or several of those can cause giant 
swings In value both up and down. 

Some analysis believe Borneo shares 
could be worth up to £12. Others, 
especially those who think a takeover 
at this level unlikely, are recom- 
mending profit-taking and a switch into 
a more likely bid target such as Cairn 


£88m payout by 


Energy. After such a strong run, cau- 
tion should be the watchword. 
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In an industry still stuck with an 
Arthur Daley image. Reg \brdy stands 
out. The Sunderland-based car dealer 
was one of the first to spot the poten- 
tial of nearly-new vehicles when the 
bottom fell out of the new car market 
in 1989 - the year Vardy joined the 
stock market at 90p. 

Since then the shares have bounded 
ahead, partly on the back of Vardy's 
nous for spotting trends early. Tne 
latest shift is for manufacturers to 
favour a geographical market ap- 
proach rather than gran ting one-off 
dealerships - leaving distribution of 
their cars to dealers responsible for 
their own patch. 

This requires a significant level of 
capital expenditure by distributors so 
Vardy, along with several other motor 
dealers, was not slow to come cap in 
hand to investors last year, raising £27m 
via a one-for-five rights issue at 300p. 

The shares drifted south following 
the cash call, partly due to poor autumn 
sales, but yesterday’s better than ex- 
pected results helped restore confi- 
dence in the shares, which closed 23p 
higher at 315 5p. Shares in Bendragou, 
another well regarded motor dealer, 
jumped in sympathy. 

\4rdy's pre-tax profits before one- 
off items rose by 28 per cent to £7.86m 
on sales 23 per cent ahead at £344 ,6m 


Channel 4. the public service 
broadcaster, win write a cheque 
for £SSm payable to the ITV 
companies in ’three weeks' time, 
with Michael Green’s Carlton 
Communications, the leading 
Channel 3 broadcaster, set to re- 
ceive about £2Sm. 

The payments are due under 
the controversial Channel 4 
funding formula, which obliges 
the fourth channel to pay any 
excess h earns from advertising 
revenues over and above 14 per 
cent of total qualifying rev- 
enue in the terrestrial television 
sector. Last year. £74m was 
paid out by Channel 4. 

Carlton's share, which re- 
lates to its Central and Loudon 
weekday franchises, represents 
just under 10 per cent of esti- 
mated 1997 pre-tax profits, ac- 
cording to media analysis. 

Lesser amounts are due to 
other ITV companies, depend- 
ing in part on their share of 
national advertising revenues. 
HTV, for example, is in line to 
receive £6.4m. 


The Independent Television 
Commission, which adjudicates 
the payment, declined to com- 
ment last night. An ann ounce - 
ment is expected within a few’ 
weeks. Channel 4 also declined 
to comment, saying it would 
await a formal announcement 
from the JTC. 

The system was put in place 
to ensure that ITV companies 


to ensure that ITV companies 
were compensated for guaran- 
teeing the viability of Channel 
4 when the service was launched 
in 1982. Michael Grade, the 
chief executive of Channel 4. has 
led a vociferous campaign to 
abolish the funding formula, 
which be says reduces the chan- 
nel's flexibility in planning for 

future programming. 

The system is expected to be 
reformed in 1998. with pay- 
ments reduced rc zero. ITV 
companies have argued stren- 
uously against the reforms. 

Channel 4 insiders said last 
night the payments were "iniq- 
uitous" and again called on 
the Government to make a for- 
mal pledge to reduce the pay- 
ments by 199S. 

Critics of Channel 4 sav the 


payments arc necessary to en- 
sure that the channel maintains 
its commitment to “alterna- 
tive" prog ramming . The com- 
mercial success of the channel 
has been helped by hit series im- 
ported from the US, which in 
turn have allowed it to bid 
even more for programmes. 
This year, the programr -ad- 
get is set to rise by 1 ” per cent 
ta £3 20m. rougjhly a par with 
BBC2. 

Channel 5’s chief executive, 
David Elstein, long a critic of 
Channel 4, said last night that 
the fourth channel should have 
its remit changed to ensure 
that it provided an alternative 
programming service to both 
ITV and the new Channel 5 ser- 
vice. 

The phasing out of the fund- 
ing formula is expected to co- 
incide with a rebalancing of cash 
payments made by ITV com- 
panies to the Treasury, as part 
of their licence requirements. 
Companies which made high 
bids under the 1990 Broad- 
casting Act will be permitted to 
renegotiate the payments with 
the ITC. 


thanks to strong organic growth in bo lh 
vehicle sales ana after-sales operations. 
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vehicle sales and after-sales operations. 
Just under two-thirds of the 36.572 
(30,125) units shifted were used vehi- 
cles. where the underlying increase in 
gross profits was an impressive 36 per 
cent. 

Vardy used the rights issue money 
to cut gearing to 11 percent and to in- 
crease the number of car dealerships 
to 43, with a target of 60 within a cou- 
ple of years. Recent franchises award- 
ed include Fiat in Birmingham and 
Honda in Newcastle. 

Despite rising interest rates and the 
buying hiatus a genera] election is like- 


ly to cause, prospects remain good Bro- 
ker Granville Davies sticks with its 
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ker Granville Davies sticks with its 
full-year pre-tax forecast of £173m ris- 
ing to £18.8 in 1998., Implying a 
price/earnings ratio of 14 falling to less 
than 13. Solid value. 



Channelling cash: Michael Grade has ted a vociferous campaign to abolish the fending 
which he says reduces programming flexibility 
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• US producer prices rose 025 per cent in December, more than 
twice as fast as market expectations and up from an 0.4 per cent 
increase the previous month. The official government figures 
showed that for the whole of 1996, producer prices were up 2.8 
per cent, an acceleration from the 2J per cent rise recorded in 
1995. The core rate, which excludes volatile food and energy prices, 
nudged ahead by 0.1 per cent in December against a consensus 
figure of02 percent. Separately, the Labor Department revealed 
that initial claims for regular state unemployment benefits fell 
13,000 to 361,000 for the week ended 4 Januarv. 
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* A consortium led by British Nuclear Fuels, the nuclear waste 
reprocessor, yesterday won a £65 0m contract from the US to clean 
up a former weapons research and design site in Idaho. The 20- 
year contract takes the value of BNFLs reprocessing business in 
the US to $2.6bn (£15bn). BNFL, which operates the Sellafield 
site in Cumbria, is being partnered by five other companies. 
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• The electricity watchdog. Offer, has attacked power suppliers 
for offering what it believes are long-term contracts to small busi- 
ness customers which could lock them into supply arrange ments 
during and after the introduction of full competition from April 
1998. Five regional electricity companies are thought to he of- 
fering the deals, which provide discounts for customers if they 
sign up for five years or more. Northern Electric is cutting Ui per 
cent off its normal gas and electricity prices in a six-year contract. 
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though a spokesman insisted the arrangement could be termi- 
nated early. Offer said it was concerned the arrangements could 


nated early. Offer said it was concerned the arrangements could 
lock customers into supply contracts when better deals were avail- 
able after 1998. 
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• David Sokol, head of CE Electric, has appointed eight new 
board members at Northern Electric, following the US group's 
narrow victory in the £782m hostile takeover battle before Christ- 
mas. Six of the eight are from Cal Energy, CE Electric's majori- 
ty shareholder, while the other two are from Peter Kiewit. the 
US construction company which backed the takeover bid. Two 
□on-executive directors of Northern resigned yesterday. Remaining 
members of the old-guard, including Northern's chairman, 
David Morris, and chief executive, Tony Hadfield, are expected 
to resign from the company in the next few days. Contractual pay- 
offs are expected to toLal some £ 2m . 
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• Core Laboratories, a US provider of analytical services to the 
oil industry, is to make a 53p-a-share cash offer for Scott Pick- 
ford. Core said the board of Scott Pickford had indicated it in- 
tended to recommend the offer, which values the entire existing 
issued share capital of Scott Pickford at about £6. 7m. Core is cap- 
italised at around $188m (£11 Ira) on the US Nasdaq National 
Market. 


Kleinwort Benson Securities 
has been reprimanded, fined 
£30.000 and ordered to pay 
£7,900 in costs to the Securities 
and Futures Authority (SFA). 
the City regulator, after admit- 
ting to failures in its internal 
controls. 

Alistair Tnielove and Philip 
Steel, two former registered 
representatives of the firm, 
w’ere disciplined for mismark- 
ing positions which resulted in 
Kleinwort showing a paper loss 
of approximately £500.000. 

.And. in two unconnected cas- 
es. one current employee and 
one former employee of Mer- 
rill Lynch International Bank, 
the private banking operation of 
the US bank, have been fined 
and reprimanded by the SFA. 

In Heinwort's case. Mr True- 
love. a manager and trader in 
European convertible notes, 
was reprimanded, fined £7,500 
and required to pay £3,000 to- 
wards the SFA’s costs. 

Mr Steel, who worked as Mr 
Txu clove's assistant, was repri- 
manded and required to pay 
£2,000 towards costs. He was 
pot fined because the SFA said 
it had Laken into account that 
at the time he was only in his 


mid-20s, had been working in 
the back office at Kleinwort and 
had no experience in trading 
convertible notes and warrants. 

The SFA said Mr True love 
and Mr Steel adopted a prac- 
tice of marking positions on the 
European convertibles and war- 
rants book which was neither in 
accordance with the SFAs rules 
nor with Kleinwort's own mark 
to market policy between 1 
July 1995 and the beginning of 
September 1995. 

The consequent mismarldng 
of positions concealed “sub- 
stantial, though unrealised, loss- 
es" on Kleinwort’s profit and 
loss account, the regulator said. 

A spokesman for Kleinwort 
Benson said the firm had spot- 
ted the problem and reported 
it to the SFA. 

In the actions taken against 
the Merrill Lynch staff the SFA 
said Melville Ipe, who is still a 
registered representative of the 
bank, was fined £7,500, repri- 
manded and required to pay 
£7,500 towards the SFAs costs 
for selling a product to a cus- 
tomer which was uns uitable. 

Tanvier Malik, a former reg- 
istered representative, was fined 
£15,000 and required to pay 
£5,000 towards costs after pro- 
viding incomplete valuation re- 
ports to a private customer. 
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• McKedmie's chief executive, Michael Ost, is to resign after 
almost 10 years with the plastics and components group. He is 
to be succeeded by Andrew Walker, who was chief executive of 
South Whies Electricity before it was taken over by Welsh Wa- 
ter to form Hyder. The handover takes place on 10 March. 
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• Boots Healthcare International, the pharmaceuticals arm of 
the chemists group of the same name, has acquired the private- 
ly owned Italian skin care specialist Farmila Dcnnical and cer- 
tain other assets for £4. Ira. The acquisition was part of Boots' 
strategy of taking its skin care brands worldwide, the group said. 
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Share prices in BAT and re- 
cently floated Imperial Tobacco 
suffered setbacks in London 
trading following reports in 
America that the Liggett Group 
is preparing to co-operate fur- 
ther with states that have filed 
lawsuits against the industry. 

Word of the Liggett move was 
especially discouraging for BAT, 
whose Brown & Williamson 
subsidiary in the US is in the 
front lines of the industry’s 
legal and political troubles. 
Shares of BAT dropped yes- 
terday by 13p to 472-5 p, while 
Imperial's price fell 7p to 377p. 

Lawyers for Liggett, which is 
headed by Bennett LeBow. are 
said to be ready to assist 11 


states in lawsuits filed against 
the industry aimed at recover- 
ing state funds spent on treat- 
ing smoking-related diseases. 
Last year. Liggett settled with 
five other states that had started 
legal proceedings. 

It is a chilling project for the 
other tobacco companies. Most 
Lntriguingly, Liggett is believed 
to be ready to surrender hand- 
written notes taken by its own 
lawyers over three decades of 

closed-door meetings at which 

all the tobacco companies 
allegedly set strategy to avoid 
prosecution. “This is the plum,” 
one tobacco source said. 

R J Reynolds was dismissive 
L'ggett manoeuvre, 
which it termed a *TR ploy" and 
a case of “another illusory ‘set- 
tlement in the making'’. 
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Praise pushes Barclays and NatWest to new highs 
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An upbeat performance bv 
Barclays and National West* 
minster Bank helped the stock 
market recover from an indif- 
ferent opening. The banking 
display was prompted by 
thoughts of share buy-backs 
and cheerful comments with 
next month's figures. 

Salomon Brothers, the US 
securities house, is keen on 
both shares and believes the 
ttvo banks will indulge in huv- 
in action. Barclays led blue 
chips with a 28.5’p gain to a 
1.056 Jp peak and NalWxt. al- 
most showered with analytical 
praise lately, rose 15.5p to 
741p, also a new high. 

Salomon believes Barclays 
should produce profits around 
£2.3bn (£2bn) but feels in- 
creased provisions and higher 
technology costs could cut 
NatWest profits to £l.lbn al- 
though progress will resume 
this year. 

The banking excitement 
swamped vague talk Barclays 


could bid for Norwich Union, 
one of the mutual societies 
planning to convert into a pic 
this year. In early trading the 
shares were down 12p before 
the huy-hack story captured the 
market's imagination. 

Cable & Wireless was an- 
other m the spotlight. As Hong 
Kong's last days as a colony 
melt away, the position of Ca- 
ble's 5K per cent interest in 
Hong Kong Telecom has to he 
resolved. 

Most believe Cable's new 
chief executive, Dick Brown, is 
near 10 completing a deal 
which will sharply reduce the 
HKT stake and allow Cable to 
play a major part in the de- 
velopment of the Chinese com- 
munications industry. The 
shares rose 7.5p to 4825p. 

In early trade Footsie was 
down 37 points. Then a rally set 
in and when New York dis- 
played renewed confidence 
blue chips almost managed to 
eliminate their falls, with Fixii- 
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sic ending just 05 points low- 
er at 4,087. 

Oils were firm with much of 
the action down among the sec- 
ond liners. British Borneo Pe- 
troleum Syndicate gushed 
725p to 1.0105p. reflecting 
takeover hopes and much 
higher estimates of the re- 
serves of one of its Gulf of 
Mexico fields. Cairn Energy, 
on Bangladesh development 
hopes as well as bid talk, added 
25p to 468.5p. Premier Oil was 
also pulled into the speculative 
cauldron, gaining 2.5p to 
39.25p. Aviva Petroleum, fal- 
lowing a confident report on its 
Colombian operations, rose 
Sp to415p. 

But Burmah Castro! was 


one to miss Lhe fun. A profits 
downgrading by HSBC James 
Capel lowered the price 225p 
to l,0S65p. Capel cut last 
year's expectation from £168m 
to £145m and next from £172m 
to £156m. 

Sears, which duly produced 
a dismal trading statement, 
lost 4p to 875p. 

Profit warnings hit comput- 
er group Staffwane, off 56p to 
1975p, and metal basher Ru- 
bicon, SSp to 11225p. 

Zeneca, after early falls, 
ended 6.5p higher at 1, 637.5 p. 
Estimates about the damage 
the strong pound is doing seem 
to have been overdone. It now 
appears a 6 per cent down- 
grade is nearer the mark rather 


than the 1 1 per cent suggest- 
ed on Wednesday. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries fell 14p to 751p as Capel 
lowered its profit forecasts by 
£100m to £650m and by the 
same amount to £S00m.'Olh- 
er chemical shares felt the 
strain. 

Ladbroke shaded 2p to 230p 
with ABN Amro Hoare Gov- 
ett moving its stance from buy 
to hold but Hambros Coun- 
tryside put on 7p to Hip as 
SBC Warburg banked on the 
shares on the back of the re- 
covery in the residential prop- 
erty market. 

Publishers were in demand, 
reflecting a sharp fall in 
newsprint prices. Daily Mail 
and General Trust gained 
57.5p to 1535p and Mirror 
Gronp 4p to 226.5p. Reuters 
remained weak on competition 
worries, off 13p to 7065p. 

Matthew Clark rose 18.6p to 
277.5p as bid hopes were re- 
vived; figures are due next 


week. Courtaulds Textiles a 
undine statement expected to- 
day, firmed to 227Jp. 

GB Railways, the most nun. 
uiar share among Sharelink 
clients in the past week, eased 
5p to 2475p. 

Fenchurch. the insurance 
broker, rose 6p to 5Sp on bid 
hopes; shares were 152payear 
ago. Lamont, a textile group 
where vague takeover hopes 
stirred recently, fell 6p to isop 
as a market maker appeared to 
sell 320.000 shares ui 175p. 

Superframe, making pho- 
tographic frames and shelving 
units, gained 2p to I8p: Dean 
Corporation, a building and 
property group, has taken con- 
trol of a 25.8 per cent stake at 

20p. 

Quadramatic, making coin 
handling equipment, held at 
2475p; Ganland Whallcv and 
Barker, a corporate develop- 
er, placed 45 million shares 
through Charterhouse Tilney 
with institutions at 246p. 


Taking Stock 


G Colefax & Fowler should 
be a beneficiary of the revival 
in the residential housing 
market-The upmarket fabric 
and furnishing group seems 
destined for a trading uplift. 
Around £22m is expected 
this year. At lisp the shares 
have been overlooked. 

D Emerald Energy’s Colom- 
bian adventure was given a 
boost when Seven Seas Petro- 
leum, a Canadian group, an- 
nounced a “prolific” find 20 
miles from where Emerald, 
unchanged at 4.25p, is due to 
explore. The Seven Seas field, 
which may contain more than 
one billion barrels of oil was 
discovered and largely devel- 
oped by Keith Hewitt, who is 
leading the Emerald search. 

Li Japanese investment 
trusts are suffering in the 
wake of the Toky o share slide. 
Fleming Japan fell 7p to 
182p; it vrcis 289p in May. 
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BZW chief needs to 
produce results fast 


Comeback by former Pearson blue-blood 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22 


Boom market conditions are 
leading to record bonuses. 
That in turn has meant such a 
rapid escalation in costs that 
shareholders have found it 
difficult to benefit from the 
boom in markets. 

According to a recent slock 
exchange report: “As staff costs 
are by far the largest single cost 
element and overall revenue is 
highly sensitive to changes in 
' dealing profit, the implication 
is Ihaf benign market condi- 
tions will easily reduce mem- 
ber firms' profit levels." 

The Stock Exchange said 
that staff costs increased sig- 
nificantly during the year to 
June 1996. While its figures are 
confined to equities.'equities 
derivatives, bonds and money 
market instruments, observers 
believe them representative 
of investment banking more 
generally. 

After remaining flat the pre- 
vious year, staff costs among 
the exchange's 250 member 
firms grew by nine percent to 
an average £i62m per quarter. 
Bonuses and profit sharing 
soared by almost £10Mm to a 
record £3 15m and profits were 
at a record £7 19m. 

But, significantly for the 
shareholders of these firms, re- 
turn on capital failed to match 
this vibrant performance. The 
average return on capital did 
rise to above its long-term av- 
erage - a mere six per cent - 
but at just 10 per cent, the re- 
turn is still poor by most stan- 
dards. 

“Despite the recent 
favourable market conditions, 
the modest return over the past 
years would be lower still if the 
firms in aggregate had not re- 
duced the amount of capital 
employed." the Stock Ex- 
change said. 

In the first pan of 1996 the 
Stock Exchange said firms 
were able to cut back on the 
amount of capital they set 
aside to cover their business 
because of a new directive 
from Europe, the Capital 
Adequacy Directive, and 


because of restructuring in 
the industry. 

Some investment bankers 
are eager to counter this claim, 
arguing that banks and secu- 
rities houses tend towards cau- 
tion when it comes to setting 
aside capital. "We set aside 
more than is required," said 
one banker. 

This hides the true return on 
equity, he argues. "It could be 
the return on equity masks the 
true success of investment 
bonking business because the 


returns. “Risk management 
mav explain high capital needs 
and consequent poor returns, 
but it does not excuse them or 
make this the type of business 
you would want to invest in," 
said one City investor. 

One analyst pointed to data 
which showed that as banks 
moved further into investment 
banking they gave a lower and 
lower share of their returns to 
their shareholders compared 
with staff. 

In ordinary banking, ac- 
cording to this analyst, only 60 


Investment 
banks’ return on 
capital is still 
poor by most 
standards 


per cent of any excess profit 
tends to end ud with staff. As 


firms want to be cautious 
about the amount of capital 
they set aside even though 
they have better technology *to 
measure the amount of capi- 
tal required," said another 
banker. 

He said banks typically used 
sophisticated measuring tools 
known as Value at Risk (VAR) 
to determine the amount of 
capital they need to cover 
volatility in the markets. This 
regularly leads to banks setting 
aside more capital than regu- 
lators require, he said. 

Many see this as little more 
than another excuse for poor 


tends to end up with staff. As 
the bank pushes into invest- 
ment banking, he said citing 
recent examples, that propor- 
tion quickly rises to 85 per cent 
or more. 

Influential research by 
McKinsey, the management 
consultancy firm, concludes 
that employees of investment 
banks always do better than 
shareholders, regardless of 
market conditions. 

“While compensation has 
' risen steadily over the years, 
volatility in business perfor- 
mance has been absorbed by 
the shareholders," McKinsey 
said in its research. 

From analysis of the top 10 
US investment banks, McKin- 
sey calculates that employees 
maintained high returns 
throughout the period from 
1980 to 1994, despite a steadi- 
ly falling return to sharehold- 
ers. This was even the case in 
1994 when the return for 
shareholders turned negative. 


James JoD, the blue-blooded 
quintessence of the old- 
guard at Pearson until his re- 
tirement before Christmas, 
has popped us as non-execu- 
tive chairman of AXB Asset 
Management Holdings, 
which bought John Govett a 
year ago. 

The Irish banking group is 
clearly hoping that Coven’s 
fund management expertise 
will give it critical mass in 
that area, as John Govett 
will take the lead managing 
the £12bn portfolio. 

The Honourable Kevin 
Pakenham, chief executive 
of John Govett, becomes 
chief executive, of the asset 
management company. Most 
of the group's products will 
be Govett-branded. 

Eton and Oxb rig e -educat- 
ed, Mr Joll remains a non- ■ 
executive director of 
Equitas, the Lloyd's of Lon- 
don rescue vehicle, as well as 
Economist Newspapers. He 
has given up his non-execu- 
tive directorship of Lazard 
Brothers, the merchant b ank 
part-owned by Pearson. 

Mr Joll was originally a 
journalist, working on the Fi- 
nancial Times's Lex Column, 
so I expect that he will not 
be slow in telling AIB 
how the operation should be 
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Razor-sharp City folk who 
think they know their Fran- 
cois Pienarr from their Piont 
Noir can put their brain 
power to the test to help 
Marie Curie Cancer Care - 
the UK's biggest cancer care 
charity. 

Team entries are now be- 
ing taken for the annual 
Marie Curie Brain Game, 
which takes place at the 
London South Bank Studios 
on 6 March, with the BBC's 
Martyn Lewis as quiz- 
master. 

The Brain Game is now in 
its seventh year and has so 
far raised more than 
£470,000 to help people with 
cancer. 

Anyone wishing to enter a 
team should call Penny 
Wheeler on 0171 201 2396. 
Champagne, dinner and 
wine are included in the 



halls are rather thinner on 
the ground than his present 
home, London. 


in 


New role: James Joll is to be non -executive chairman of AIB Asset Management 


ticket price - but you will 
have to supply your own IQ. 


Just as GEC's chairman for 
33 years. Lord Wein stock, 
has retired, the company's 
deputy managing director of 
the last 12 years, Malcolm 
Bates, has also left for pas- 
tures new. 

Mr Bates, 62, has been ap- 
pointed non-executive chair- 
man of Premier Farnell, the 
Anglo-American electronic 
components distributor. 

George Simpson who re- 
placed Lord Weinsiock as 
GEC's chairman is under- 


stood to have good relations 
with Mr Bates, so it doesn't 
look like a post -Weinsiock 
clear- out. 

Mr Bates's predecessor, 
Richard Hanwell, announced 
his intention to leave Pre- 
mier last summer after 
spending five years there, 
and Premier was prepared to 
wait until the right replace- 
ment came along. 

Howard Pools on. Pre- 
mier’s chief executive, says: 
“He's exactly what we were 
looking for. He comes from 
a fairly large organisation, 
and we're growing. He is re- 


spected in the City, and he 
has international experience 
(in the US and Asia). He's 
also had spells in govern- 
ment and a merchant h ank. ” 

Before joining GEC Mr 
Bates was joint managing di- 
rector at Grindlay Brandt 
ANZ Merchant Bank, after 
serving two years with the 
Industrial Reoiganisation 
Corporation. 

He is a keen classical 
music buff, so no doubt he is 
relieved that he will not be 
forced to move to Premier s 
head office in Wetherby, 
Yorkshire, where concert 


Tim Eggar, former Energy 
Minis ter, has picked up a 
second plum job just sax 
months after resigning from 
the Government. 

Yesterday Monument Oil 
& Gas said Mr Eggar, who 
remains MP for Enfield 
North until the general elec- 
tion, will join the company’s 
board as a non-executive di- 
rector. 

Just three months ago Mr 
Eggar caused a stir when he 
was appointed chairman of 
MW Kellogg, an oil services 
company and the UK wing 
of the American engineering 
and construction subsidiary 
of Dresser Industries. 

He was believed to have 
been offered a salary of 
around £150,000 a year. . 

A spokesman for Monu- 
ment is keen to point out 
that Mr Eggar’s more recent 
appointment isn't just about 
going for the money. “Mr 
Eg gar and Monument’s chief 
executive Tony Craven Walk- 
er go back some way.” 

Indeed they do. Before Mr 
Eggar, now 45, went into 
politics he worked For an in- 
vestment banking boutique 
and was non executive direc- 
tor of Charterhouse Petrole- 
um - the oil company Mr 
Craven Walker ran before he 
set up Monument in 1988. 

At Monument Mr Eggar 
will “have particular respon- i 
sibilities relating to the de- 
velopment of Monument’s 
expanding overseas activi- 
ties. including the important 
Caspian Sea region where 
Monument is already operat- 
ing a large concession con- 
taining existing oil and gas 
fields in Western Turk- 
menistan," says Monument. 

Monument has decided 
not to bid in the latest li- 
cense round for for UK off- 
shore exploration, 
specifically to avoid any pos- 
sible conflict of interest with 
Mr Eggar 's recent post as 
Energy Minister. Who says 
ethics are dead? 
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sport 


Points of 
interest 
for punters 

Ian Davies explains the amateur sport 
that underpins the hunter chase season 


The hunter chase season looms 
- favourites with no form figures 
on the race-card to justify their 
short odds and more amateur 
jockeys with double-barrelled 
names than there are surgeons 
who perform chin implants. 

Hunter chases take place at 
most jumps meetings from 1 
February and the point-to-point 
season that is the foundation for 
such contests is scheduled to 
start this weekend. 

What are pain t-to-po inis'? 
Farcical races for rural types with 
more inherited wealth than 
sense and Mo nday-to- Friday 
stockbrokers, who delude them- 
selves that they own, train and 
ride proper racehorses at week- 
ends? Or a fascinating, com- 
petitive sub-structure to raring 
under rules, from which cham- 
pions can, and do, emerge? 

The Raring Channel shares 
the latter school of thought. It 
had intended to break ground 
by televising LarkhiU's aban- 
doned Saturday meeting, but 
will still be there to screen the 
Wiltshire course's New Forest 
fixture in February, the Hey- 
throp’s meeting on S April and 
the Tiverton's event at Staifenge 
Thome on 16 April. 

The truth is that, while there 
are those in the point-to-point 
game who are a danger to them- 
selves and their horses, with 
over 4.000 point-to-pointers in 
training, a graded system of 
racing, and point-to-point alum- 
ni including the Gold Cup win- 
ner Norton's Coin, Grand 


National hero Grittarand, more 
recently, the Hennessy victor 
Coomc Hill, it is a sport worth 
understanding for betting on 
races under National Hunt rules, 
even if you would not be seen 
dead at a point-to-point itself. 

It would be a shame to take 
such a stance. For the jumping 
enthusiast, fed a diet of two 1 
chases and four hurdles on 
cards under rules and suffering 
high admission prices, the 
chance to see six three-mile 
chases either free - by cheeki- 
ly walking in - or by paying a 
fixed price to drive in regardless 
of how many are packed into 
the car, is worth considering. 

Point-to-points are about 
strength - the weights carried 
range from 1 1st in ladies' races 
to 12st 71b - jumping fences and 
staying. Virtually all point-to- 
points are over "at least three 
miles and, although they do not 
have to conform to jump raring 
rules on height, number and 
type of fences, obstacles, while 
usually smaller than fences un- 
der rules, take more jumping 
than hurdles. 

The lowest grade of race is the 
Confined Maiden. They are for 
horses which have not won a 
race of any sort and which have 
been out with the hunt pro- 
moting that day's raring, or are 
from one of the confined hunts 
(hunts in that vicinity) nomi- 
nated for that particular meet- 
ing. This, of course, usually 
involves the hounding of foxes 
or deer but could be a drag hunt,- 



Open country: a day at a point-to-point meeting is a refreshing and cheap alternative to racing under rules 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


which is not as sartorially ex- 
perimental as the name might 
suggest. Drag hunting means 
making an artificial trail over the 
ground for hounds to follow. 

Open Maidens - for horses 
from anywhere in the country 
which have yet to win - are, in 
theory, harder to win. but point- 
to pointing, with prize-money 
measured in hundreds, rather 
than thousands, of pounds, is a 
pretty provincial business. 

Next grade up is the Re- 
stricted, the restriction being 
that to run in these a horse can- 
not have won under rules and 
have not won an Open, Inter- 
mediate or two Restricteds. 

Having won a Maiden and a 
Restricted open, a horse can 
now step up to an Intermediate. 
These are for horses that have 


not won under rules, an Open 
or two Intermediates. 

Winners of two Intermediates 
can then step up to a Confined. 
Like Confined Maidens, these 
are for horses hunted within the 
local region, but previous win- 
ners are eligible. 

The highest grade is an Open 
in which a point-to-pointer 
from any part of the country can 
run regardless of its previous 
successes. Opens are broken 
down into Men's. Ladies' and 
Mixed events. “They always go 
a good pace in the Ladies’*, male 
commentators never tire of pa- 
tronisingly informing us. 

There are also Club races- for 
horses whose owners are mem- 
bers of a particular club - and 
the Members'. Subscribers’. 
Farmers' or Hum races which are 


confined to horses hunted with 
the club promoting the day's 
meeting. Tbc qualify of sucb con- 
tests varies enormously. It is con- 
sidered unsporting to run an 
outstanding horse in such a con- 
test if its owner knows the rest 
of his hunt or dub cannot field 
a horse capable of giving it a race. 
In practice there is a depressing 
glut of owners .with egos the sze 
of Bournemouth, who are hap- 
py to let their pride and joy re- 
duce such races to non-events by 
strolling home a distance dear. 
The on-course, bookmakers - 
there is no off-course market or 
official starting prices - often 
refuse to take bets on these races. 

So, when scouring hunter 
chase form it is important to re- 
member that a horse can have 
won three poim-lo-points - a 


Maiden, a Restricted and a 
Members' race - without hay- 
ing proved much. Form in 
Opens and. to a lesser extent. 
Confined and Intermediate 
races is more important. 

Jockeyship Is a relatively 
unimportant factor under rules, 
where most riders are profes- 
sionals. Not so in poim-tn-poinis. 

There arc some appalling 
riders on the circuit. Stick to the 
top names - Jamie Jukes. AJas- 
tair Crow. Tim Mitchell, Joe 
Tizzard, Nigel Bloom, Neil Har- 
ris. Ruil Hacking, Andrew Park- 
er, Jimmy Tarry and Noel 
Wilson. Polly Curling, Alison 
Dare, Pip Jones. Jo (Turnings 
and Shirley Vickery. They are 
the leaders in the pointing field 
and should win more than their 
share of hunter chases. 


JANUARY 
POINT-TO-POINT 
F! XTURES 


SMunowria 

ARMY -st latkMI lJUBYfcwdj 
Track In HflrsWre. 5m of Amesbwy. 

SUNDAY 12 

CAUB 'SHIRE HARRIERS at CMtHtem 
Trx* Not Ovmmdge. 

GARTH & SOUTH BERKS Jt ItoeaeMam 
Track In Kinx&ftre. 3m w of Auerancx. 

SATURDAY 18 

EASION HARRIERS at W0»fB 
Track (n Stiffen. 6m NEctfCotcnester. 

SUNDAY 19 
PPQRA ai B&rtmry C**Bo 
Track tn Hfflsfure. 5m SSW at lUagtton. 
SATURDAY 25 

HURSIEY HAMBlfDON at Badboty Rings 
Track m Dorset, Jni NW of Minitome. 

SUNDAY 26 

ESSEX FARMERS & UNION at Karts Toy 
Track in Ess®, 5m tv of Gotefiesiar. 
WEST PERCY & MILVAIN at Marie* 
Track in NonTuortWand. 3m F ofAImwck. 
■ February's (nmwi appey at If* «w 
at ms month. 


Turf may 
be back 
on cards 


Racing on turf looks act to re- 
sume at Musselburgh today, 
provided ihc course passes a 
7.30am inspection. Frost and 
snow haw prevented tiny action 
away from Britain's three all- 
weather venues since the Ed- 
inburgh course’s fixture on 27 
December. 

The same track suffered j 
late abandonment fast Saturday 
but Lhc clerk of the course. 
Murk Kershaw, is confident to- 
day ’s fixture will proceed. “It has 
been raining today, we haven't 
had any frost and the course is 
raceahic with the temperature 
rising to 4C." he said. 

Tb morrow's valuable cards at 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Blushing Grenadier 
(Southwell 2.25) 

NB: Lively Encounter 

(Musselburgh 12.40) 

Ascot and Warwick have been 
lost to the weather, but 
prospects for Newcastle are 
brighter. Channel 4 will now 
televise five races from Wolver- 
hampton and two from Leop- 
ards! own. 

The British Horseracing 
Board yesterday announced 
further measures to assist rac- 
ing following the number of 
meetings lost during the freeze, 
enhancing the value of certain 
prizes. 

■ Doncaster's November Han- 
dicap meeting is to be restored 
as the traditional end-of-season 
card. The Monday Folkestone 
fixture that has closed recent 
campaigns has been switched to 
September. 

■ Kicran Gaule. who rode 
Strong Promise to win the First 
National Bank Gold Cup. has 
left his job as stable jockey to 
Geoff Hubbard and has moved 
to Newmarket. The 23-year-okl 
will be replaced by limy McCoy 
aboard Strong Promise. 


SOUTHWELL 


1205 Leigh Crofter 
1230 Fresh Fftdt Daffy 
12.55 Meadow Hymn 
120 Rafndeer Quest 
3L55 0 Nido 


HYPERION 

225 Blushing Grenader 
2J>5 AJbaha 
325 Elton Ledger 
3J55 Principal Boy (nb) 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Irtrirtc all rare* DRAW ADVANTAGE: Middle number* best lor Of. 

■ flbrcsam/ .wCarc; Mi-tmiut "harp, oval course. 

■ Course m a milas south-act tit town and 5 mile# nan oT Newarit al RoBcaum. Rallc- 
ston Junction red nation w|oimUie«Mintt. ADMISSION: Club £12;TuacrtmlbS6 iOAP 
members of course's Diamond Club S-t. accompanied under- 1 Os free I. CAR PARK: Free. 


FORM GUIDE 

Mr Speculator went in rarer a mte and a halt at Wriverhamtnui lag imntfi. foUonmg wdh 
a fast -fimste rig five- length second behind The Great Flood over a mile and sk at uie same 
Course. Aflhough eftrs three taranf£ shorter trip Mifl iwt be m ms favour, he can son Agere 
m the hards at good amateur Tim McCarthy, but last week's 12- length course and dsunce 
scorer FRESH FRUIT DAILY looks a better praposborv. True, mat w. was only m a maiden 
but Paul Keteway's mare escapes a penalty because u was an apprwuses's race and r$ 
handicapped ftb ftghe r from tomorrow. The highly competent Rp tones tales the nefe. fli- 
Umaam's last three outings have at been over course and distance. He made most oMha 
running to defeat Greenspan i tour vans test yean a length arc a half in a 16-runner seller 
in November and that came between thirds behind No Submission c a condAwts event ana 
la Manful m a handicap five weeks a@. Ha is on lop wagit but. can again reach a place. 

Selection: FRESH FRUIT DAILY 


Etta TDSBZI (USA] (488) (S Srtwftn Mrs A Smarter* 693. 
OESm SMMAKSI (188) 'B J Uewlfnl B Uewcflyn 8 9 1.. 


J Weaver 14 
.TUBUS 3 


600003- SWHTIKOCX (84) (Q (Ms N MacaUevi P*s fl Morale* 6 9 1 .C Teague p) 1 

7 Jft-Mia- TOSSTMTS COkCT {364) IQ YafcaO 1 L Hans 103 1 JDfttt MdCeoM 6 B 

8 24,323a DMLI SPORT GBL (208) (Q (BtUmeOyni B Undid 890 VSbnoyS 

9 CfiEWT CALL G Bamgtort R &3OTjjui y 8 13 .JQubntt 

TO 433422- aW»f3®(CI^(WsSCaT«Jio) MCamacho98U lOoratx* U 

11 00300- JOYRIDER (458) |Q (The lapriesi Mas M Mtagan 6 8 11 — J>FBs5«yt5)4 

12 DARBIG HBI IA C W Rra R Judies 7 8 8. 

13' 


.ACUhaneSV 


GO FB6AN COURT (71 J Btwerl Mss 1 Bocw 6 8 d 

14 50005' STRIK&A^YJSEBW) tfiarSQrlfe&ngCUJi flltenefFt 7 8 JL- 


-SDWBan9B 


40 cel LEVY BOARD STANCWRO OPEN NATIONAL HUJVT FLAT RACE: 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m Penalty Value £1,319 


lSJCfef 

538,3- 


YOUNG 1ESS (1459) iG Mansi PBrawi 7BB_ — 
SAXBAH (USA) (1,663) i5 M*n9 J PeterrgBB 6. 

- 18 deefarrri - 


J BranAB (7) 15 

_S Draw* ID 

M Cantata 7 


FORM GUIDE 

Barry HWs' ouicaas GULLIVER and dieted are unknowns on sand. AJbaha is rued and tew- 
ed on Ut* bach alter j maiden wn, but he uras a suspect son -jyitti Robert Annslnw and 
ik's surely neat Me after /ailing to u&mjrtJ China Castle m a handicap here on MonH'ir. 
when Premier Dance was last of U on today s terms Girded Iug to bo respected on ner 
sod- ground Havelock iwi os a juvenile. Her three runs last term produced rutting, but sue 
looks the type to stay an rtas surface and Seb Sanders is a (Hus GuNver cos a nay sum v 
the sales and has own gjfcte l He looked worth tailoring mnen ftoshmg mart h* Fial .n 
Sandcmn n August, but two subsequorit runs were very Asappaming. kasaseatg the -woo 
smon. howwetr. GuBner Has to rote the selection lo kick off on a winning none lor Pad Grtcn 
Far Ahead is. from Les Eyre's m-torm stable, whicn won the race lag year with c<jh«iui 
Chon. This was the adding's ideal top on fuff, but he realty warns a faster surface (two Arm 
ground «ms at Thin* tost season! . Dancing CwaBcr has won low-grade nandw.ips Iv.fc 
Orel this company is likely to prow; too honor Wn. Selection; GULLNER 


-. Staktyr, 12- 


SIS 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITS RUNNERS: M Johnston — 41 winners from I W run- 
ners glws a success. r»uo of 21.4^> and a proBl lo a S 1 level soke of &|!>.:)1; D Chap- 
man — ■! I winners, 3ftT runners, 1 1.4%, -4W1.90: J Berry — 28 winners, 213 runners, 
13.1%, -184.27; R noUlnsbrad — >8 winners, :i52 ronnen, 8.3%, -&IRAA4. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Weaver — 43 winners. 232 rides, IfUWb. 4-341.72; J Qntam 
— 1 1 winners, 486 ride*. 8.6%. -S237JT2; L DcCtori — :JC winners, 181 ndcs. 10.0%, - 
543.61; Dean HcEeown — 32 winners, 263 rates, 12.2%. -AEttUfTi. 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME; Baflykteuangd \ 12.(15), THatan’i Comet [ 145), Bsdlnakyivi- 
rat, 12.U5J, D aring Ben i fIsot, 1.55L First Gold (3^5. vtaori. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Domtaw Piper 1.3.551 won hen: on Friday- Leigh 
Crofter ( 12.05) man at WoNcrhampuin «n Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Kliincecashl 1.20), Y«mg Tea* Herej'^JUi) 
haro been yeni 227 rnlto by T Bowen bam Hai w f ia dma t . pyfed. 


til SHOE ON PD)(D)(PD Evarsj PBons 7 11 11- 

U MS BH (32) m IG Z Wall F tehees 5 11 9 

EDGE AHEAD (Mn Cam Edffi 1 ) T Thomson Jones 7 U4_ 

FBW ICMfil Ittaftn Wans Mr A Sattbark 7 U 4 

HTPaWN LAO IW Meah) T 81 S 114 


BmtlVM 

- 0 Barns (5) 

U ARttgwaM 

ISqvie 

1 Barton 


IHEABEACH (Mis SykdBQkEl^ JNortDnS 11 4 — 

M THE VAN (MS Sow Thomson Jones) tty D Hare 5 11 4_ 


B 

302 

9 

2- 

10 


11 

3t- 

12 


13 


14 


IS 


16 



M«W DEn.(40Q IS OAn South?*© Marti Campon 7 U4_. 

SLVB7 GULL'J BUI, A (Jeme A T Hanfni M Hone 6 114 

SUP® SAFFRON (608) (RBWaneniB STOt 7 10 13 

CYBER KMG (H D £ Wmfnnei R Wbodnuse 4 10 6 . 


-BJKmwo«h© 

IFTSttey 

When 

MRfchanfe 

GIbnney 

.CUeweflyri 

NYMamson 


GYMCRAK PHAROAH (Tke GyrrwaS Thao^ytred Raang Qubi G name; 4 10 6 


LOST M TIE POST (Guy Read) CThortftn 4105 

PORT VAIBGKA Oil F Hfnanj } L Hats 4 10 6 

RUSH MW0T IMr,C D BuOMxS S Camewn 4 10 
-Ifidedamd- 


JfHonocta [7) 
JIMatfrer 


Jftchad Bnswai (5) 


12.05 


RYEGRASS HANDICAP {CLASS F) (DIV fi £2,800 added 
6f Penalty Value £1344 

11414-1 IEKH CROFTER (6) (C) (D) (P D CundeB) P Cundd 8 10 4 17 b 0 JI PerhaaiAB 

033203- BOLD AHKTOCMT (14) (CO) (Mis 1 Hi^rsl H hlAnSheed 6 9 9 F Lynch (3) 2 

0060- SERAPE (153} IMS L Smbbsi Mfl L SftlUB 49 7 JDnmS 


IMin COHIBSA mates AntaQt*rtiBnn%5S0 - 
044356- BUMSKY (13HUrs Jute MortrDJBanr 4 812- 


052406- SOUND THE TRWPET (U) IR Q Speed R Socet 5811- 


%0341- RIVER S8HE (FR| (10) iMn Gnr^ Vrthera S IVtgK 5 8 11 (Tot . 
546000- DtSSEKTOR(38ltCD}IBnaiTEasUkIIQjsarSS6- 


TSpndteS 

-P Roberta (5) 11 V 
-DemUcKemmlO 
SSandamS 

8 546006 QSSENTDR (38? (CD) (Bnan 7 EasUkI iQj*rS 3 6 C Carter IV 

9 C00002 THCXASTHHESfE) (Bf (Ra^ tTuirnonl Ronald Tfuttpson 5 B 5 FFemey(5)8 

10 Q3390F- OSCUGHIS GffT (10) IUe> P SkuD Mnk Campon 5 7 10 N Adams 3 

U 000000- BALUROSSANCEL (14) fHendS Vftrte A Co UD N 0jOTft4 7 10 IBnMTI 

-lldtdmd- 

Mrwtwmuetfa.' Tat liXb. True nanafcap Ora^iC QUI .'9 rib. SanyMssarigd Tat 3D. 

BETTMG: 7-4 Lni0i Cnriter, 4-1 BoM Artstncrat, 61 Rher Seine, 7-1 Sum! The Trumpet. 163 Ihkk 
As TUeves, 10-1 Anita's Contemn, Hsseatar. U-l Serapc. 14-1 otbas. 

199& ossemor 4 8 10 G tow 12-1 U Cto/at 12 ran 

FORM QUDE 

Suc cessfu l in Omen of his last Bweraoasn 1996, ore here and two at Wohnrhampton. LEIGH 
CROFTER made a good start lo this year when gaming a pAar-to-pc&t victory ar the latter 
track lost Saturday, defeating Sooty Tern a couple of tengws. Peter Cundta rs agm-ywokJ 
picks up a 7tb penalty and Is 3Q> lower from tomorrow, but he a fancied to suppiemem the 
gains. Bold Aristocrat who has gained on h& four wins at this course, deserves a winning 
break, having made ow ttame S* bmes sum hs last success m Rebruary. Reg HaMmshestfS 
rumer wok mmor honours apows Katar a tonreg hi ago. i vhen Sound 7hs Trumpet (410 
DeQeri Brushed more than lengths back. Rhrer Seine landed a LngfteM maiden an 
New Year's Eve. lor winch sne has also incurred a 7*> penartyr. Thai was over sewn bur she 
was a tasMfeshmg tmra behind Smak and Newer Thou- Twee on the same course the last 
nw she raced ai today s mo. beaten only a neck ana ban a leigfe. ThJch As7Ueras. de- 
spite fjung oft at 33- L ran market leader Sharp Imp lo a length at Lmgheid on Sat urday 
and could pose a threat raang oft the same matte Selection : LEIGH CROFTER 


BET1M& 3-1 Mrs Em, 9-2 Sfide On, 61 Meadow HymR, 61 Fern Leader, 16-1 Lint In The Post, 12- 
1 Edge Ahead, HoonDeviL 14-1 In The Van, 161 others. 

1996: r» corresponding race 

FORM GUIDE 

Unbeaten m two senuar races at Taunton and Ludlow. MRS BM is fancied lo maintain her 
record. Slide On. a 16-length smh of 22 to Uianing Conductor whan making fis debut at 
Towcesier m April, came home by flw tenges from Meadow Hymn imho aes racing lor the 
third time Ms term) on hs reappearance al Hayfeock just before Christmas, with the ihud 
13 lengths away. Sure to process further, SMe On can confirm Haydotk running on 71b 
worse terms and looks Mrs Em's toughest rival. Fern Leader, wmner of the first three of hs 
lour-pomt-ttHxartts last season, a hkety to ftnd the trip loo sharp, while Moon DevTs de- 
but head second to Frys No Fool was 13 months ago and he mil probably need this run. 

Selection: MRS EM 


BETTING; 7-4 El Nkto, 5-1 WeteWBow, 6-1 Rrarfri, 8-1 Record L»*r, 104 1 
1 Oaring Hen. 14-1 YoragTms, 16-1 utbere. 

19«: EjosmFW 9 8 a T Asttey 12-Hh Birtel 13 ran 

FORM BUDE 

el NIDO. such a consistent son round here, injured hmsetf when second lo Eulogy buck in 
March and (Ad not reappear unci early last month. In die circumstances he ran a bkmfer. 
tearing before halfway. £kng dear two furlongs out but bang worn down dose home try 
Pharty Dancer In that m»e and three-quarter darner El NOo, who won ths race two years 
ago, sW fimshed wefl dear of the mud and stands out in a race m much the majomv of (he 
runners are being gven an outing in anticipation of a resumption in jumping action. White 
WMoyraxda be included m mat group, having mm a darmmfi hurtle or Newcastle last month 
when snfl vmh Mary Reveiey. darned for £3,000 to )on Tfevor Wall, he could manage orty 
a (Aslant fourth behind Gafeen Hadoerm a handcap here on New Year's Day. a race m which 
Record Low was second. White Willow should be able to overturn plaangs with a 27|o puB 
krr/ustmer 11 lengths. UuntO. ihww of a marten Jn Ireiand as a three-yrar-aM, <s mak- 
ing hs debut on the Flat in Bus country. He won a aefcng hurtte at Cattenck last month and 
is an obvious alternative to 0 NMo with Jason Weaver booked. Shaktyr was a flop on hs 
return » the aU-weatner whwi only stnh in Onotouneven's couree and distance race in No- 
vemoerbutscapaOteofagpodsrMvrfittnsmood. Sumaker may just prove the pk* of 
Bernard Uewellyn's three runners ahead of Dwfly Sport Girt and Strflce A Pose, while Shut- 
tlecock might go wek m a price. SetocUon: EL MD0 


a25 


MUgRFLL SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £3J)00 added 7f 
Penalty Value £2J>85 

22050Q «fHHH(14fl'3tehkWW'SV)sL!r4812 _«WSwn3V 

3612:2 EUOH LEDGER (9) (CD) iThe fbssei Ms N Uaadey 8 fl 12 .SSaodere6V 

000:56 FBtSI GOUT (7) fCD) Ik D SJaPdert J Whanon 9 8 )2 JQufanl2V 


BUTTERCUP AMATEUR RIDERS HAMXCAP (CLASS G) (DIV 
H) £2,500 added lm 3f Penalty Value £1,735 

000300- STEVES WOMHl (48) ICO) I6»y Mis) B Uenekyn 7 U i Mr J L I tewaly n 7 


U20 


RYEGRASS HANDICAP STAKES (CLASS F) (DIV 0} £2£00 
added 6f Penalty Value £1,944 
034030- reOHERSIDW LANE (13) ID Paker) Ma L Sridal 6 9 10 T SUtel (7) 3 V 


2J25 


05000-2 HUPSPHGSl (9) (CD) ilhe Aatan Ibcrg Oub Ud) B RMlwa * 9 2 1 Stall 10 B 

000002 BUJSHtfG OtBiADHt (Z7)(D) itnry farm Hdday Certrej P CundeS 5 8 13 

O Kenton 6 B 

Jftamhgs 


500300 iAWSM(4}(«WftC»5sUMissJOa»e86 

05UJCW CHSVU- QKMNI (4) IBI CSrtO D SnM 6 B 4 

000005- SRTRSKBt (Z2) (C) (D) U F Coufteri) i L Hams 9 8 3 

00602-3 CRAKE BOY (4) M (Renuri F Raynerl N ^crdi 7 8 3 

•LOOWG 5TES A M40MM (2) (Mjs LM HaAiref] L tU|d-lBmes 6 7 10- 
06000-5 BLUE LUBANA (4)0 A Sartung) N B*onft 5 7 10 


2 06002D l0WESCASN(23}(OR^rne»PSkM9r)4113.. 


Mr R Thornton 10 


10 WOOOO *EHAH WdF (8) Ms T p Dwciund) B Ueweflm 4 ? 10.. 

-10r 


A Remedy 8 

— LCbareockS 

JQNdb7B 

...J»fteeey(5}l 
— IBrbM) (7)2 
-Jon Waorti (7) 4 


400541- RAMDEER QUEST [14} (CD) lYmeslDnedlll? FBong f^mastiipl I L &1B 5 10 13 

-■ - . — ,q. n — . JUGS Dkaia Jonos 9 

4006G0- MORIHARDARra CQ (0) IRuiScmffrtTWa 71013 tire A Anderson (5) 6 

/IMS’- KMTS SffUJNG (USAJ (S73) (C) fftom M FWe*fl H Otur 10 SOU 

■ MTHJ06MSr(E) 11 


603000 HAGCRTON (7) (Un Sheeiagi Hugesi K Wnpum 7 10 5. 
4060ft LaeWS»(14QlMnPM9ylMsPSy4103 



.Mr S RuOierfcnl (5) 12 B 


12.30 


BUTTERCUP AMATEUR RB3ERS HANDICAP (CLASS G) (DIV 
1) £2300 added lm 3f Poradty Vabie £1,735 

1 100313- KT9AAAM (38) (CO) iUi» BedncS DBtnbjrrj Vr, A SortirJ, 5 11 TMrCtufe Wfcon 8 

2 655006 SPIIIWE BRBCT {20^ (Mhcbto ConaJtaras Laf G UoCour: 5 11 OJtrAWhitte (5)12 

3 OWlft RUMHlSnLTSNN (46) (Mmt> Dand Odadi tr Hone 5 10 9 Mr R kfidspr (5) 2 

4 60U31-? MR SPECOLMDR (6) iThe Soeattas J Barks 4 10 7 Ur T McCarthy 3 » 

5 06340-5 SEA 0OO (4) {CD) HWot rtre' M Ovopron b 10 6 Mr K laadta IS) 6 

6 060000 FORGET PARS (38) Stan RafeKf) B RoPnwC 4 10 5 Mr R Thornton 5 

7 00300-1 FRESH FRUIT OflUf (9) ICO) (Hein Hudsoni P Kdevav 5 10 1 MrePJeare7 

3 43560ft SUMMER VUA (156) (Q (MrsA Stjures) k Wry^ove 5 9 U Ua H M»n» (5) 11 

9 H6I/"- tCt BY NORTH 13,700) (Fad Farm Rmg) D NvJvSson 9 9 10 — Hca EMBBams (5) ID 


10 00000ft FHMUN {2D (R E Peacodo R ftacodi 11 9 6 

U 3060-5? HOWL ACCUUM (4) (C) (Daud M Fcrscerl R Delon 12 9 5 

12 060000- N08D UfB (1ST) IN Heatil B LteaHin 6 90. 


MnCPeacodil5)4 
RJPaUnar (5) IV 
Ire EJ Janes (Sf 9 


6 OOOtWft KUMMARIYRK SHL (105) IPJCronml) Pakes 7 109 UnDlMYndS 

7 

8 

9 OOMC6- WAFtSPITE (ID (Geonp TcTOW P Wconey 7 10 1- 

10 m 5D'i RBHUSn (91DJ iB R Csiftd^i B Caifed^ 9913_ 

U 0650CM UNDAWATERSCtfiAPrVA CD U F Coupontfi W ftflW 5 9 10__ 

12 0D5000- CLASSK DAfST p(4) |Ms JA hcMsl R Spc^ 4 9 9 

-'Udedaad. 

BETTW6: 7-4 RatodMr Quest. 5-1 Rtanascarii, Noth Mar. 8-1 Stevie’s Ytartar. 12-1 Kkiga SMBra, 
UMtawatencBbariva, HfenpBe, 16-1 others. 

199& Mode'jt Hope OtSAj 9 10 3 Mm D kemwefl 10-1 IB RxtvrKmH 3 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

RAINDEER QUEST has been raised 14b tor his dam-length course and distance wn of a 
tortnig^t ago but can fouaw up with the very 1 aimed Oana Jones on boaro. IGnnsscssti, 
^ter a fWe-month lay-off, firashed a nme-tentJh second beiwid Greenspan in a Wofterhamptui 
seller in Nwember. He conk! manage only eiffkh Id 12i m Rasoyel at (he same track last 
month but could ftj well wnh good amateur Robert Thormon in the saddle. Stevie's won- 
der, mm a course winner in 1995. went m al Wohrerhamcnon on hts. opening rwi Ol 1996 
but hasn't scored snwe and fimshed 16 tenglhs odnft of Kinnescash last time. Perhaps the 
mam threat 10 Ratndeer Quest wi4 be rtsanahyn Obi, raced only twice on the Flat last 
year but a hurdles winner at Mussetouign last month Tims trip wet not be a problem. 

S el e c t ion: RAINDEER QUEST 


Mount) rs 10®. 6oe tianrSot) Sbe'sAUacam 7a Th. Btuetutona 7a 5®. ferian naff 
rsto® 

HEimC; swt HushtogOrenadter. 4-1 IQipsptagrr. 9-3 CratSJe Boy, 7-1 Lady SR, 3-1 Feethcnstone 

tree. Sir Tasker, 12-1 rt**im 

199S: Osserror 4 S W G Carat 12-1 u COorefl 13 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

LADY SILK, three times a winner over the course and Distance, has been racing over longer 
mps of late. Thrc spnra ts a leaser, but Lady Sflk runs off the same handicap mark as her 
latest win here and she ran well 10 bus distance when unplaced 10 Pleasure Trick here (71) 
on Monday. Crafgkt Boy. third m tire Pleasure Trick race, has gamed all Ins wins at Hami- 
lon and looks bearable on his earlier second to Karat here. Craign Boy’s sObtemaie Btoe 
Liigsna is stta a marten and Is hart 10 fancy even wnt» tasty apprerrece John Bramhifl booked. 
KB pspIn ger iron a setter here last season and has m be a threat on her unproved head sac- 
ond 10 Bartard Lady on the course last week. BtasMng Grenadier has changed stables and 
this corid wen be rus day tuck over sh furlongs after hts neck second to Leigh Crofter over 
seven at Woh/erhampion last time. Sir Tasker has won here three times, out live furlong 
may stiH be his rust mp. Faatfterstnne Lane won at Wolweffwmpton last year and is 31b 
lower today. However, he may also have trouote with this sath lurking under a tug nei0R- 

SetocUon: LADY SILK 


13400ft 61TTE (MW1E W) (CD) (Partes NPefeitwnutfiFWJ Wharton 18 12 JFannteg7 

261551- M«Kli«USE|SagniD)«BarikriWHa(ji98L! ...V KaWayl4 

2W.V3 SEA DEW. (9) (C) (D) tA N GnWM) M CwnadwUBlT LCtoaekS 

B56636 SENSE OF NBOHIIY (4) (C) [D) Al A ScalEi 0 f*dv*s 8 8 12 AtnOreansl 

9 0604ft SOAKED (lB6j iMchad W D Chaviai 4 8 12 AORaaeA 

9 O120Q'- VtSWtinDNffBAKMOHWlMsIliriyiyanlKrMMasMftMMidraU — HCsriUoS 

10 05230ft CARMQSA (USA) (161) lA A ESOoOSdA Utf 1 D NKhcSs 4 3 T J BnreM (7t 16 

U £000-10 HAVANA KBS (2) Ales L Herikhd) B Paing 53 7 — • ACJarkU 

13 420605- JA8EER DO [10) l4 L RotwtS 1 B PafctJ 5 9 ’ TSprakeU 

13 59J2MI JRLYBEVEiaWlPDOEJrteaiSeartVlIfetNdlNlTflsqnaSr PFesaey(5)10 

14 000006 KAJOSDW (9) iR Kwfcy) S Canpoi 7 9 7 DeaiMdteoimS 

15 000600 MAVSUIP (9) iMs Joan M (Times) B Kfejh 4 S 7 R Pertain IS 

16 01540ft MBS OMHUE (22) |D) lA H Bernaoj A Bai^r T 87 OCartarB 

-IGitedwed- 

BETIWfi: 5-2 Sloa lodger, 4-1 Seere 01 Priority, Ur2 Sea Dmt, 10-1 Ffcst Odd, Major Mease, 12- 
1 Janor Ota. 14-1 oHws- 

199* first Gdo 78 12 SPWftro 10-J DWhadom 14 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

SENSE OF PRIORITY, m need o< he first run since August When seventh re Pleasure Trick 
here on Monday. I*es this course (three vwns) and mB be hart tn Deal m ths fewte gyade 
with the mentis m Iks fiiw ur. He duly saw ottSea Devi cwr su furtongs here last Feorv 
ary and can do so a^ym on just a pound worse ie»ms. Sea Dev4 shaped vrell on nis come 
back here last week when third to Anonym m a earner i7f). Bui he needs tn do somewrae 
a bit smart 10 reverse the term with Stem Ledger (second) or 1C«) worse terms. Havana 
Mso, tour lengths Defend Eton Ledger Ifien, O SO worse off today. EfWh Ledger has g«r»al 

11 s lan s« wins on th» track and Is in me son 01 form id threaten Sense Of Priority on we<®vts 

similar ro ther official nanricap rrarks. First Gold ran urall here three outings ago 10 spin 
Pleasure Tnck and Barrel Of Hope, with Jaraer Do (lllb better) 10 lengths behind fum in 
ei^Ltn. He would be getting stacks of vwsgfe from Sense Of Pnortiy and Eftnr Ledger r 4 
handicap, yet goes h«e al levets. Soaked, now a stabtemara ri Sense Oi Pnonty. has tvs 
rWst run since leaving James Fonshawe. Mfcro Charito and Cnrmoea 1 another from Davm 
NichoUs' yard) were wel beaten in Loch Style's seder at Wolverhampton on Wednesday ano 
both have 11 ro do on inese terms. SetocUon: SENSE <3F PWOftlTi 


3.55 


PRIMROSE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4*500 added lm Penah 
ty Value £32289 

402600- H0RMC BRH2E 044) (Uato*n 8 Jones} U Pipe 5 9 13 D Hantaan 12 

004005- SO AMAZMG (13) (CD) (Ms fvwaa HbkRni I L Eyre 5 9 12 TWBtar* 4 


2^5 


-ladoctared- 
Unimum ■eghc 99. Fine nanaop *?ighc Nvo tys te 90 

BETTT«a M Rwfi (rent Oefly. T-Z P itanw. 4-1 M Spectator. S-X Sea Sod, 10-1 Spkftt) aridC?, 
12-1 Royal Atttahn. 14-1 Sommer VJBa, 20-1 Mbon. 

1996: Modest Hope vllSAj 9 10 3 Ms D Keateufl 101 iB ftenmaxh 9 cm 


1.55 


DAISV CLAMMG STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 2m Pentf- 
ty Value £2,294 

1 62650-2 fEtXKID LOVER (9) fCEff (Atari ttmtM'inapnan 79 r tana Wan* (7) 2 

2 406036- SHMQYR (FR) (53) (C) (D) A A R Ftaedtatesi R FUBnsneed 6 9 7 F lynch (3) 16 

3 /34IH4 WHrTTWRLOW0)(C)(PaiSWig^TVklli8g 7 SSmtenl3V 


COWSUP LIMITED STAKES (CLASS D) £4,900 added lm 
4f Penalty Value £3^88 

31300ft FAR AHEAD (341 ID) CScmpak ftaafOes) J L Eyrt 5 9 5 O Peart (31 2 

5I30IM PRSIIER DAHCE (4 (CO) U 5 Ho and Sera D Htydn Jones ID 9 1 ACtakfi 

40001-2 ALBAHA (USA) (4) (CO) (6F) HJK Ftadoffia Supcies Ltd) J Banks 4 a 13 

•J (Brian 3 


2X334- UAHCM6 CAVAUER (UQQ (Q (Ttp Ihm? !T« R tttOKnsa 4 8 U . 
00346- SHINBI tl07) iPaJ Graeni N WaM 4 6 11.. 


— Dfiffittoi (5) 6 
S Carter 1 


050003- SOI HERE (27) Mss J C ftnrtevet P B**n 4 8 11 

0151505- ORCLH) (USA) (77) IMk AnmDE Hanoi Join A Hams 4 8 8- 
- 7t 


J Dimmed 

S Sanists 7 


BETTM6: 5-4 Ataoha. 3-1 Denctag CmBot, 7-1 tor Ahead, 8-1 SB* Here, 10-1 Mteer, M-l Pro- 
rater Dance, 20-lOnried. 

1996: Cdesdfl Choir 6 9 1 R laopin 6ri U L Ejrei 6 rai 


01000ft PERPETUAL UOHT (70) (t3J) iThe four Pom Pwnoshp) J Quw 4 99 — G Barite (B) 8 
223662- OB0JJS (13) (Giteta Anrrol Feed Rwtaasi MssSWtonSSS — JJaaa MoKeowi 5 V 

00213-1 DOMWO R.YER (7) [CD) IS Stndil Ms A Saantark 4 9 8 lEM I«ri«n9 

000000- ONEOFTHEOUJONES (132) (CO) iR Bated J ftonori 5 9 7 0 Pears (3) 2 

400064 TWEE ARCH BRSIGE (U) (C) (D) iR N ftrmeC U Johnston 59 6 JYtoavor 8 B 

06200-0 DAMHUB (USAJ ( 8 ) {CD) (Jack Sram iBaJanrie) Ud 1 D Hijtfi Jcne, 7 9 1L Qramocfc U 

00034J GULF SHAADI (q (D) iThe BbDy Mafatay Ftemenup) E Atston 5 8 13 S Santera 3 

10 325000- AFRKAN-PARD IZQ 0 S Fo> and Sons) D Haydn tores 9 8 13- ACtark 7 

U 040404- PRMC8>ALBI7lf(34)(C)fCliitaMaieni»TElheoneian4 8 4. C Rotter 1 

12 OOOOftQ SPANISH STRVPBl (USA) (7) dirty SanJrti M ODpnrai 6 7 10 GBariMlA 

-Uriadamri- 

Aflnfnun we^c f« 102 L Tiue fentfeap ne^ih Spanish Sofeper 7a ntt 

BETTMG: 7-2 Doarino Hyer, 4-1 Three Art# Bridge, 11-2 PrindpM Boy, 6-1 So Aamdng, 8-1 NanUc 
Breeze, 9-1 Galt Stood!. 12-1 Ofaeka. 1 A -1 often. 

1996: Marie Say 7 9 4 p Rooens 3-1 (A Bateyl 13 ran 

FORM GUDE 

SO AUAZBK. who ranted off a tour-omer on thta course last season, to had two come- 
back runs at Wohremampton. She obviously prefers thra slower surface and *3 we« 0 U 6 d tr. 
take the creating. This mBe Is also more So Amazing's game nowadays, so she's m with every 
cftance ol reversng latest wmng with Gulf Stead ttownd Elite Hope over seven furwn#. 
Three Area Bridge la a course winner and seems lo be running mra term, white Domino 
Flyer won an anateurs' race here a week ago but is lfiHO worse with Principal Boy (beat- 
en nine lengths! on tea earlier course wn an November. Perpetual Light’s latest visit here 
resulted m a wn fejm Mom ore and Quran Martin over today's ulp. With wo hurtle runs 
under her belt, she appeals as a sound each-way bet off just a 310 hlgier many (specialty 
with Gyles Pawn taking off 9b. uonnster hurries winner Nordic Breera has rut well m de- 
feat stnoe and Marim Pipe had an all w ea ther win with Second Colours at Wrivethampton 
on Wednesday. This esldrtg is on the sand tor the first time. Selection: SO AMAZING 


RACING RESULTS 


UNGF1ELD 

12J30: r. HAWAII STORM IM Barm) 11- 
?: 2. StatWfcton 8-1; 3. Mystery Matthlaa 
U-2. 13 ram. Ll-A favounte Sncrtara idihi. 
head, IV- iD ffrench Dews. Upper lambaun). 
Tote: £4 80; £1.70. £3.60. £3.70. Dual Fire- 
case £19.70. Com outer Snaght Forecast: 
£49.64. Tna £42.00. There was no ted for 
die winner. 

1.00: 1- KRYSTAL MAX (Verona Apofctrt 
100-30: 2- Madrina 11 2: 3. Uft Bay 4-l_ 
8 ran. 13-8 fav Paiacesate Jack I4thi. I'-'.. 
2. rr D Banon. Threw. Tote £4.60: E1.30. 


TRTE EVDEPEIVDEINT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


(LIVE COMMENTARIES 



£7.00. £1.10. Dual Forecast £20.90. Can- 
purer Straight Forecast: £20.47. 

1- 30: L MILOS IJ Weaueri 4-5 lav: 2- M 
CM Sap 8-1; 3. TM Frisky Farmer 9-2. 
12 ran. 2. 1'/.. iT J Naught On. Epsom i. Tate: 
EL 50: ELIO. £2.90. £4.30. Dual Forecasc 
££20. CSF: £910. Tna £11.50. There was 
no ted for the winner. 

2- 00: L ROYAL ATY (M YJ.gnami 5-2; 2. 
Jnfly Jackson t2-L 3. EnHsted 5-6 fev. 7 
ran. 10. (P hedewav. NewmarveO. Totec 
£300: £L10. £520. Dual Forecast: £22.60. 
CSF. £28.04. 

Z30:l. TRIBAL PEACE IGGakaffien 25- 
L 2. Con Can Ctunfle 25- L 3. Suitor 4-1 
fev. 14 ran. ni. sm-hd. iB Gubb>. Bagshou. 
Tote: £23-30: £10.60. £1430. 11.10. 
Dual Forecast £22080. CSF. £4S&53. Tn- 
cast £2.758.76. Trur £438.60 'Pan won. 
pool ol £247.54 earned forward Id SouduuNi 
3 55 Today:. 

3.00: L JUST LOUI iD Sweeney I 5-2: 2. 
FotSotxen Hun lO-L' 3. Pattte Daoaeusa 
6-L 6 ran. 9-4 tav Tha Wyandotte tor tJthi. 
17*. l'<«. (W Turner. Snerbome 1 .' Tote: 
£4.10: £1.00. £6.00. Dual Forecast; £13-30. 
CSFrt22AS. 

UKfcLYET AGADJ (SSandere) 8-15 tav: 
i. Raaayel 12-1. X Sasskrer20-1. 11 nan. 
Vi. 1. iMss Gay Kelteway. Wlmcomtiei. 
Tote £150: £100. £4.10. tSSQ. Dual Fore- 
cast t&M. CSF; £&&!. Trcast £67.76. TnX 
£4020. 

Jackpot £13.077.30 mart won. pool of 
1 16. 761.15 to Soatfimll today / 

Ptacepot: £177^0. QuadpoC £65.10. 
Pl«=» 6: £169.47. Ptoco 5: £62.56. 


MUSSELBURGH 


HYPERION 

12L40 FabxKYs Flame 100 Nutty Solera 1-45 Rat- 
tle 2-15 Monyman 2-45 Supertop 3L15 Montrave 
a45 WHAT JIM WANTS (nap) 


INSPECTION: 7.30am 
GOING: irfAul lo FTrrn (iJood in IxieJr .aroqdill. 

■ Right -hand oval course wn h light turns. 

■ Raii-coursc » five mil is, cum of & Jin burgh nn Al Pas link, from 
tMinburyth suiion Sm. ADMISSION: Club S 12 ijunrium lU-2ft ft 

srudcnis £fi>. Tan..T^aUs Sit [OATS and uncmpligrcd l l). ,Vn«n- 
pankil under- M rs frit. CAE PARE: Free. 


L10 


SIS 


IMCMB 

CHANNEL 


BLINKERED FtEST TIME: About Mjdnigbt i l.t»l 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Mute Ptoue II 10). Herbert 
Lodge i". | A | A Dominie I '4 t- r o h*« hem m 3U :tTU mrie. hy K Bal- 
lq liruni Itppcr LambiHini. Rcrtsfiirc; Lhcfy BnroiiSter 1 12 10). Snow 
Board (iJ r -l * Dimcnlt Drebdoa (:L-t. F >l sera :t7-‘t mJra by Mrs 
Merrtia Jone-> from Luntnum. [terislilrv. 


9 BW O'- OUMMIMA I8U) Us D Thamsm 8 U2. TRwd 

10 FO BnOUNGION BAY (4Q BEtsai4 lop. „..._aCa&B 

U 2 fAUXlffSIUUE^UKIRamsaai4i09 — «PMoCby 

- 11 daebrad - 

BETTMG: 2-1 Ffdcon'fl Flame, 11-4 Shtaarela. 7-2 LMy EbcoobUh, 1ft 
1 GreanML 12-1 JatanakL 14>1 Beat of M, 16-1 others 

OYEWATCR MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS F) 
(DIV B] £2,200 added 2m 

OHV.'J) MAPLE BAY 123) B San BUT BCeUI 

6 MUgcn£ASE(3qhBafer5117 emtryer 

1432 WITTY SOLBIA (14) C Pate 7 117 HSnray 

644- UNPREJUOKE (340) M Kiimwvl 6 11 7 AGrarWy 

P-60 AB0UTITOMC«T(3«FMwogh8U2 ADcriftoB 

222P- DRSJTPOMV 1332) Mr ftchanl ArtwS 11 2_A Ttorytwi 

04riP HITOa. LOCH {22| R Vtoxrose 6U.' AS Sofa 

TO ED ABBEY {TS)R Sri* 511 2 - £ Battery 

04 ilMBACK LADY (S3) B AfecUijSVt 7 11 2 0 Lee (31 

0 MOST RESKOFUL (88) Denys Sutah 4 10 9 PMven 

-101 


-UdBctarod- 

WwniM wcigfc 105L Trite ftaedteap aetfir SchM Or Saenre 9st U to. Miss 

UmSaSBi CMmUafySaab. 

BETTMG: 4-lTrieaaJUBi, 6-1 Troy's Dream, 1 M Rathe, 7-1 Steand. B-l 
Catfem lady, 9-1 Dotao, Iftl Bods Bet DocMng Dtoe, 12-1 others 


91C| HOPESWATER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 

£4^00 added 2m 


12.40 


DYEWflTER MADEN WiRDLE (CLASS F) 

(DIV o £2^00 added 2m 

DESERT UfflE RUawte 6 11 7 A Dote* 

3330 GA2ANAU (22) G M Moore 6 11 7 NHerttoy 

.SMOtaRI 


BETTWB: 3-1 Mu£c Ptoaso. T-2 Uaprahaflce. 4-1 Mutty Solera, 13-2 1» 
badi Lady, 8-1 Kutsel lock, 10-1 Deeent Peoiy, 14-1 eoan 

LINKS SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £3,000 added 2m 

TRBCOJN (USA) [20 (CW P 8 U 10 A DobWn 

BtnrSBETWSUISMssJOwBSUJ JUadraon 

SBIAND (23) (D) tj Stare 5 10 13 ICMtatfiaa 

BllE DOMAIN (392) R Oagp. 6 10 10 NSatoa 

DOM (2B)C Rate 7 109 0 Prate 


62-5121 MONYMAN CS3) (D) M Hammond 7 12 2_ 
U3F-510 DElflLRY (58) pjROagBS 71110— 


_R Garrttty 
H Smith 


0O-P61P HJJ0TTSYdS«(2Dra JHJotoai SUIO— RJctoonB 

50-PS6P AUCHARGEH (39) P JfcrtBth 7 114 A Doteto V 

W-Ou GONE ASHIME (231 M Banes 6 11 4 STaytar(5) 

12/1232 hBBBIT LODGE (28) (BF) A BaVv 8 11 4 CffOwjte 

-Gdedared- 

BEfTMG: evera Haeyav, 2-1 Habert Lodge. fr-lDertfe, 8-1 BMf«YVta% 
25-1 ABdrager, 33-1 Gene Aifaore 


Oriel MUSSELBURGH 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 

added 2m 4f 

1 F 4- 5532 PIBBTAN RAN) (24) (CD) M TinMer 8 12 0 SGraitttyB 

2 1325-41 fitoNYRAyE(24ECD)PMon«maU4 A Dobbin 

J 40-3513 WMjnfiU (14) (D) (BF) C Aate 101011. . . B Storey 

4 3U4U-ST RAPD MOVHI 04) (C) 0 Man 10 10 JO JUMotaneyS 

5 1M323 R&QLNH8 (23) U Barnes 7 ID 9 --STaytarlS) 

6 F5-4335 GRAM) SCBCRY (32) (CD) J H khmai 9 10 8 A P McCoy 

7 123073 V«.DefflMA|4»toi»Si7Wh8J0a PWren 

-7dadmd- 

BETTWC: 9-4 Moatrava, 11-4 Poritan, 4-1 WayopMB. 6-1 Ftaadd Homr, 7- 
1 toaad Seeaary, 9-1 Ratwl Mag, Iftl Vri Da Raora 


3.45 


2.45 


Oft MUGS KKH (980) Wfemfll 
3^1 LTO.Y ENCOUHO 134) khs M XnB 6 11 7 — Derek Bjm 

2 SHbffiWUA (38) C Pate 5 U 7 D Parte 

(Oft* WELHURH BOY (107) R ttkndhoise 5 11 7 ASSatt 

BEST OF AU.J Berry 6 112 jtaMotoney 

06 JALMAID (32) H AttrOU 5 11 R NkGMh (5) 


I 12-45J1 
4TJPJ2-0 
624054 

0li5ft 
0Wft34 
0F4S-46 
2WOT4 
054PU0 
4600 
043»5 

II OtFrtWF 
12 P -03503 


DOUBUHG DICE (31) » 44an 6 109 --S Mtern*o(7) 

T&0YS DREAM (241 H Namrncnl 6 10 6 . JTGonfHy 

SEE YOU ALWAYS |44j (D) U Sames 7 10 1 _S Ttaytar (6) B 
MnX£{23) JJOTM410Q-. RUcGradi(5) 


MUSSELBURGH 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
HANDICAP HLffTDLE (CLASS E) £5J300 
added 3m 

142263 nUnMG&ER (24) (D) (BF) G M Moore 10 120 — T Hogg (7) 

112151 SUpsnOP (24) toQ) LLungi 9 11 12 - RGaoftty 

1D&PS6 HQWME GBJ (D) K 6Uev 9 11 0 COTtoyarB 

2IP6- 111 9KAN BOARD (34) (D) kfe U .tanas 8 10 6 

540422 crattBLAY Stft&T (IAI W temp 8 10 1, SNcOotel 

6ftPP03 BOSTON MAH (21) RWtntKUSOG 10 0 B Storey 

02154- HQ99RK (315) A WArc 8 10 0. K Johnson 

AOobbta 

a i 


12&L33 HKHLAND PARK (5M ROagg^ll 1Q0. 
osmoo BBER (30) RTtenstoW 100 


WHTEWRTER NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3JOOO added 2m 4 f 

34-5010 STYUSM MTTSVAL (2S) rj Ytee^JO 5 1110 JtPAkCoy 

F6421 FLYAWAY BLUES BT] Mr, M 5119 PNhca 

00&! F3 DQHT FOT8ET CURItS (34) 0 M Uirre 5 II 4 . ,J CaAaghau 

P39»31 COURT JOKER (31) HAtentar 5 11 3 BSteray 

F4J306 CANAAN VALLEY 04) D RcCatStn 9 11 3 J Pcrraa 

055661 FRYUP SATELLITE (23) Mb JBritoifi 11 2— ECtatert 1 *" ISl 
ft53hP OBTfCULTDECBUN (31) Mrs MJores 6110... Dank Bynw 

500005- KAUSKO (FR) (2821 RMan 7 10 11 ^Metasoir 

3P4455 MRCmSOE(31)MssLSd(fea5 1QLL ATberetto 

10 OOP 213 KBieS MR51TUU. (32) (D) fef? □ Lana 710 7 1 Baric 

H 1P0P AtaCK0REMA(22)(D)DSate5107. RJtenMn 

1 2 50J WHAT*IWANTS«J)JJ07fep4 107 BBteCnehib) 

13 024 ALWARQA (37) U Kananund 4 10 2. 


SCHOOL OF SOaCE 124) D ffeon 7 10 0. 

HSSIMNr(24)FUuQi}igll)0. ECW 

CATION UDY |24) RCE)^ 7100. B Gotten (7) 


WHmjm ue^t lOsL True tartcap tegfic Sosan Mjf £» 13TO, HoMura 
fla 13&. Hgpbna tort. 9sr iOfc. Ruber Ssi Sta. 

6-lDArblay Street. 8-1 MgManif Part, 10-1 Bcwtoa Man, 13-Lotbaa 


14 502565 WUJBS NMGE(89| F Mnagji 6 100 A Oototn 

15 OWP4 MORE CHAMPAGIE (39) Mte D Thoasrai 7100 SCM 

Urtnumr 10K rtnewt^iE KUataiaR 9sr l3D.*fcwOwnMgne £a Mh. 
&Erm&ftlOBrtni9NCl>*.iM Ffy»»*y8a»ra,6-1 Rynp3otefl*e, 
7-1 Caart Joker, B-l Ma» MraW, ftl Mi arista. 12-1 attras 
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sport 


NEW FACES FOR ’97: Leicester City's teenage prodigy likes to keep himself to himself but soon ever} 
want a piece of him. Phil Shaw met the striker who is following in Gary Lineker’s footsteps at Filbert 




WVVIJIWI iw 

Street 


Heskey has 
whole world 
at his feet 


A s hi? strides towards the 
sponsored car which 
sports his name in fancy 
script on Lhe door, the £5m- 
rated striker shoots a sympa- 
thetic glance at the trainee who 
is scrubbing mud off the senior 
players' boots after their morn- 
ing practice. 

h could be a clip from Trad- 
ing Places, and in a sense it is. 
except that this scene is from the 
life of Emile Heskey rather 
than Eddie Murphy. Barely 15 
months ago he was there with 
the other Leicester City VT 
boys, dipping his brush in a buck- 
et of murky water on cold morn- 
ings at the training ground. 

Now that £42-a-week exis- 
tence has been exchanged for 
the rather better paid role of 
British football's most coveted 
teenager. So many clubs want 
to relieve Leicester of Hes- 
key's services that Martin 
O'Keill, the manager, has per- 
suaded him to sign a contract 
with the dub until 1999. 

He does not celebrate his 19th 
binhday until tomorrow, yet 
already he is on course to join 
Gary Lineker, Walkers Crisps 
and' Englebcrt Humperdinck 
as the biggest things to come out 
of Leicester. He has two Eng- 
land Undcr-21 caps, is good with 
both feet (though better on his 
left), strong in the air and pos- 
sesses pace, power and skill. So 
what's the catch V The answer, 
so far, is that there isn't one. Un- 
like those contemporaries 
whose bratlish excesses range 
from tiresome practical jokes to 
brawling in burger bars, the 
gently spoken Heskey is a man- 
ager’s dream. He lives with par- 
ents who. like O’Neill, refer to 
his equable temperament and 
willingness to oblige. “Emile 
does what he’s told," his father 
Tyrone said. “He’s not the sort 
you have to pull out of night- 
clubs at one in the morning.’’ 

Moreover. Heskey’s progress 
is being overseen by Jon 
Holmes, the agent whose han- 
dling of Lineker's career has 
earned a reputation for in- 
tegrity in a profession not always 
associated with that quality. 

Heskey appears destined to 
be compared with Lineker, 
even if his combination of mus- 
cularity and deftness is actual- 
ly more reminiscent of Cyrille 
Regis. Apart from the Holmes 
connection, their wholesome 
images aad distinctive middle 


names (Gary Winston and 
Emile Ivanhoe). they attended 
the same school. City of Leices- 
ter. and made the breakthrough 
with their home-town team. 

Whereas Lineker was 18 
when his debut came, Heskey 
was only 16. In one of his ear- 
liest games, after Mark 
McGhee had sent him on at 
Norwich, Heskey obliged with 
the winner. Later last season, 
with Leicester struggling after 
another bout of managerial up- 
heaval. he scored twice to seal 
a symbolic victory at McGhee's 
new club. Wolves, which eased 
the pressure on O’Neill. 

He finished with seven goals 
to help Leicester into the Pre- 
miership via the play-offs. Then 
it was oft to play in the Euro- 
pean \buth Championships be- 
fore coming back to score six 
goals in the first half of the cur- 

‘By living at 
home I can 
keep my feet on 
the ground with 
my family and 
friends around’ 


rent campaign. “When 1 was 15 
the most I thought I'd be get- 
ting at this stag£ was a run in the 
reserves," Heskey said. "I realise 
that young players can do too 
much too quickly and then 
burn out, but I’m confident 
that won’t happen to me. 

“Now and then, after I’ve 
been up against a really hard de- 
fender who keeps snapping at 
your heels like Colin Hendry or 
Martin Keown, Tve felt really 
tired and wondered if 1 needed 
a break. Then again, I think 
that’s pretty normal at this 
leveL” 

Why not further his educa- 
tion at one of the big dubs? 
“Well I'm from Leicester and 1 
only lived down the road from 
this place, even though I sup- 
ported Liverpool as a boy and 
hero-worshipped John Barnes. 
The way I look ^t it is that I 
couldn't be playing higher than 
the Premiership anyway, and by 
thing at home I can keep ray 
feet on the ground with my fam- 
ily and friends around me." 


By his own admission he is “a 
bit of a shv type who keeps him- 
self to 'himself”. All that 
changes on the pitch - those 
who saw his duel with Jason 
Me Ateer on Boxing Day could 
testify’ that Heskey does not lack 
devil - although he eschews the 
flamboyant celebrations 
favoured by the forwards he 
dies as role models, Ian Wright 
and Dwight Yorke. 

Both would have been proud 
to claim the goal Heskey scored 
from long range against 
Southampton (his personal 
favourite) or the venomous vol- 
ley which finished off Man- 
chester United in the 
Coca-Cola Cup. Neither would 
be quite as ready, one suspects, 
to fill in at wing-back or in mid- 
field, as Heskey has done more 
than once. 

His part in Leicester's other 
goal against United confirmed 
his class. With a beautifully 
cushioned back-heeled flick he 
set up a stunning strike by 
Steve Claridge. Holmes re- 
called: “Claridge picked him up 
and lifted him up to the crowd 
as if to say: ‘I scored it, but he 
made if. 

The watching Lineker de- 
scribed Heskey's display as 
“awesome”. He' added: “What 
impresses me is that he im- 
proves every time I watch him. 
The last time I'd seen him live 
was in the play-off final so I 
wasn't really ready for the im- 
provement in him. 

“He’s got tremendous talent 
and potential. The important 
thing now is that he keeps 
learning. Leicester are my club, 
dose to my heart, but J do think 
that he’s outstanding. They 
can’t go out and buy an Alan 
Shearer but they’ve got one of 
their own." 

Heskey acknowledges that 
the facts of football economics 
mean he will almost certainly 
leave Filbert Street in the long 
run. His ambitions, apart from 
helping Leicester to establish 
themselves in the top flight, are 
“to play in the full England team 
and for a top club at home or 
in Spain or Italy". 

Which just happens to be the 
career path of one G Lineker. 
Scrubbing the stars' footwear, 
which Heskey remembers as 
“hard work", may prove to 
have been the perfect prepara- 
tion for following in their foot- 
steps. 



Ernie Heskey, the England Under-21 strike^ who celebrates hts 19th birthday tomorro w 


Photogaph: Robert Hallam 


Italy 


If Arrigo Sacchi did not realise 
just how lough a job he was 
taking on when he returned to 
Milan, he does now. 

Sunday's hapless 3-0 loss at 
Lazio was their second defeat 
in four Serie A games since the 
former coach of the Italian na- 
tional team replaced Oscar 
Washington Tabarez fast 
month. Milan have also been 
knocked out of the European 
Cup and the Italian Cup. 

“In this situation we must 
not look for excuses, - ' a be- 
leaguered Sacchi said this 
week. “Everybody has to take 
responsibility. Some players 
are good professionals, but 
others are noL We can’t blame 
Tabarez, who did good work 
here. It’s time we turned the 
screws 360 decrees. 

“What worries me is that too 
many players who are present 
are actually absent, ’’ Sacchi 


Sacchi prepares to 
turn the screws 


Uruguay 




added. “In reali- 
ty, we are not yet 
a team - we are 
merely a sort of 
representative 
group and noth- 
ing more:" 

Zimbabwe 


At Winchester 
Crown Court on 
Tuesday, Bruce 
Grobbelaar 
stands, trial on match-fixing 
charges. Ibis weekend he will 
be between the posts as usual 
but for Zimbabwe to a World 
Cup qualifier and not for his 
club, Plymouth Ajgyle. . . 

Zimbabwe's coach, the for- 



AROUND 


mer Sunderland 
player Ian Por- 
terfield, con- 
firmed yekerday 
that Grobbelaar 
will be in the 
starting line-up 
for Sunday’s 
game against lo- 
go in Harare. 

“It's a good 
boost for us, 
having.' Bruce,"; 
Porterfield said. 
“He’s the best player Lhis 
country has ever produced. 

“I know Bruce's case is 
coming up, but I think he's the 
type of guy who has handled 
pressures in his life before. I'm 
sure he’ll be OK." 


Argentina meet their neigh- 
bours and bitter rivals, Uru- 
guay, in a World Cup qualifier 
For the first time on Sunday in 
the Uruguayan resort of Pun- 
la del Este, where the atmos- 
phere is tense. 

Last year, one Argentinian 
was. (tilled in the border town 
of Paysandu in a skirmish 
among rival fans after a match 
invohnng Argentina in Lhe 
Copa America, which Uruguay 
hosted. This weekend, about 
6,000 Argentinians are ex- 
pected in the 70,000 crowd ai 
the Centenario stadium. 

One bizarre aspect of the se- 
curity precautions is that fans 
with painted faces have been 
banned “Paint on the face 
makes identification difficult" 
Didier OperttL Uruguay’s In- 
terior Minister, said. 


Rupert Metcalf 


Vase offers meeting of mergers 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


Tomorrow the FA Carelberg 
Vase reaches the fourth-round 
sUige. after which 16 teams will 
feel they have Wembley very 
much in their sights. 

One tie which brings two veiy 
different chibs together sees Col- 
lier Row & Romford travel from 
suburban Essex to rural WDt^iire 
to take on Bemcrton Heath Har- 
lequins. Both dubs have been in 
existence for less than a decade 
and were formed as a result of 
mergers. Harlequins played their 
first game in 1989 when Bemer- 
ton Athletic of the Wiltshire 
League joined with two lesser lo- 
cal clubs. Moon FC and Bcraer- 
ton Boys FC- and they now play 
in the Jewson Wessex League. 


The merger of Romford and 
Collier Row was more recent - 
last summer - and more con- 
tentious. Romford once one of 
the country's strongest amateur 
clubs, were reborn in 1992. 14 
years after the original club fold- 
ed They played in the Essex Se- 
nior League but lacked their 
own ground bud had to share 
with Hornchurch, so upward 
progress was in jeopardy. 

Earfy Iasi year John Goodwin. 

father of the Romford chairman 
Bradley Goodwin, gained con- 
trol of Collier Row! of the Icis 
League Second Division, who 
play at the Sungate ground on 
the’ northern edge of Romford. 
Although Collier Row were in 
severe financial difficulties, not 
everyone was happy with the 
merger and Fred Mills, the out- 
going Collier Row chairman. 


launched a vain legal challenge 
to block iu Next season the chib 
will just be known as Romford 
and Collier Row's colours and 
crest will have disappeared 
The Goodwin family want to 
see their club in the GM Vaux- 
hall Conference - but of more 
immediate imerestis this sea- 
son’s FA Vase. Collier Row & 
Romford saw off this col umn ’s 
tip for the Vase, Braintree, on 
a froze? pitch just before 
Christmas, since -when their 
manager. Dona! McGovern, 
has strengthened his squad by 
signing Gus Caesar, the former 
Arsenal defender. He has 
joined another Highbury old 
boy. Martin Haves, the former 
West Ham goalkeeper Allen 
McKnight and the prolific strik- 
er Steve Portway at Sungate, 
where the future looks brighL 


SNOW REPORT 


Thomas 

Cook 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather re 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 1 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 

Sklcodes: For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes. 0990 100 843 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-g(ance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 1 80+ resorts 
worldwide: 

0897 500 601 


SKI FAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


Around the resorts 

Resort 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Area 

open 

Last 

merer 

Lvrr 

cm 

Upp Forecast 
an 

AitaSa/OnMno. 

Arioso! 

..Best suing tvffm up 
.Powdery up rep 

100 % 
85% 

8.1 

8.1 

120 

80 

120 l&tsrx w 
130 Snow Dories 

AUSTRIA 

..Powdery up upper stores 



80 





24,12 



Crihir 

Mnterganm... 

CANADA 

-Hard base, jpippy t!>$i up 100 % 
..Hard: fresh top cover ratft up 100% 

4.1 

2.12 

65 

20 

135 Ooudyftnaw 
■JOOwrcesi. rrWWer 






180 U 0 K snow 
60 CtoudyBxiw 
135 ugxsraw 

Mount St Anne 
Silver Star — 

FRANCE 

.-tfoonw&locee powder 
..packed powder 

95% 

100% 

6.1 

8.1 

80 

135 


Lw Ottos _ny powdery 90% 5.1 

I MsriM Great on upper slopes 90% 5.1 

| Mont gandvro ....Fresh and powdery 80% 7.1 

I ITALY 


120 280 Unsettled 
65 145 Variable 

120 280 Unsettled 


La T!iuie — .Good coverage up to bottom 100% 7.1 

Una ae Fresh snow at levels 100% 7.1 

I Lhri©io .....MMjndme of fresh snow 100% 7.1 

iSWnZDtLAND 


120 280 Variable 

140 230 Overcast 

106 200 Overcast 


| vasts 


100 % 

9.3 

70 

160 


i VwWar 

Marty pacta! powder 

100 % 

■Al 

50 

110 

Variable 

1 Worsen 

Same snow on love - arts 

100 % 

4.1 

15 

IOC 

Variate 



■;+"ce Vi- Vv:tnou< ‘no ro/jdach-s. A'.'-onoe voir irfoo! .‘ oLdo.y v\r,:- c ere e,-. 1 

Cal! us on 01733 33 55 13 

Mon - Fri 9am - 7cm. 5a! yen - 5cm 



Cels to 0891 aervee CM 50pfn*i Doywne Ftafi, 45pjftrin si other Arnes • Cafe o 0887 5 saveas cost n Artn ■ Cab to 0897 sendees cost 
fLEOIMi • Hetpfirw: 0990 133 345 


McColgan seeks London tonic 


Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

Liz McColgan. stQJ coming to 
terms with her disappointment 
in the Olympic marathon, will 
renew her search for medals this 
year by defending her London 
title on April - and, perhaps, re- 
tracing the old territories of 
cross-country and the 10.U00 
metres. 

“If I’d won in Atlanta, that 
might have been it," said Mc- 
Colgan, now 32, who was 16th 
in the marathon after an insect 
bite made her ill before the race. 
“1 might have called it a day. It 
would have been bard to top and 
to keep the momentum going. 

“I was gutted by what hap- 
pened. In hindsight I should 
never have started because I was 
in a pretty bad way. So the in- 
centive is still there. It remains 
important for me to try to win 
medals for my country. 


“1 want to keep my options 
open and see how training goes. 
I’m not ruling anything out this 
year. It’s very difficult to keep 
doing marathon, marathon, 
marathon and then recover 
from those races. I know I was 
in great 10,000m shape before 
the Olympics. There was defi- 
nitely a personal best in me on 
the tract" 

McColgan may yet decide to 
turn the dock back and attempt 
to regain the world 10.000 me- 
tres title she won in 1991 at this 
year’s World Championships 
in .Athens. She may also run the 
World Cross-country Champ- 
ionships for the first time for five 
years m Turin. 

McColgan has always talked 
a good season, as well as a race, 
and in past years shc has had of- 
ten had to trim back her pro- 
posed commitments because 
of injuries - but she will explore 
the possibilities after teaming up 
next week with her coach. G rate 


Whitz, at her Florida training 
base. McColgan’s immediate 
thoughts, however, are geared 
to London, where she believes 
that Veronique Marat’s eight- 
year-old British record could 
come under threat. 

“The harder the race, the bel- 
ter.” said McColgan. who will 
face Cornwall's Chicago Mar- 
athon winner. Marian Sutton, 
plus an overseas line-up yet to 
be announced. 

Richard Nerurkar and Paul 
Evans, Britain's top two 
marathon runners, will go head- 
to-head in the men's event. 
Nerurkar. who runs London for 
the first time, was fifth in At- 
lanta, his fourth successive top 
10 placing in major champion- 
ships. He was seventh in the 
1995 World Championships, 
fourth in the 1994 Europeans 
and won the World Cup 
marathon in 1993. 

After pursuing a purist 
championship-based strategy 


for the past three years, and in- 
vesting many thousands of his 
own pounds in training at alti- 
tude in places like Kenya, 
Nerurkar, now 33, is pursuing 
big money in what wUl be his 
first big city marathon. He de- 
serves to cash ip after all bis re- 
cent efforts. 

Evans finished third in Lon- 
don last year and went on to win 
Chicago in 2hr OSmin 52$ec. 
Only two Britons have run 
fasten Steve- Jones (2:07. 13> 
and Charlie Spedding ( 2:0833'). 
“Last year was a great one for 
British athletes in major world 
mara chons,” said London's in- 
ternational coordinator, David 
Bedford. “Now we. will bring to- 
gether the strongest British 
field in our 17-year history." 

There will be an added in- 
centive in the form of automatic 
selection for the World Champ- 
ionships in August for the top 
man and woman not already 
pre-selected. 


Moore 

banned, 

Adams 

retires 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Brian Moore, England’s most 
capped hooker, was feeling 
sorry for himself yesterday as he 
contemplated 60 days of in- 
activity after paying the full price 
for bis dismissal during Rich- 
monds Pifkiflgran Cup defeat 
at Sale almost three weeks ago. 
He should worry. His problems 
pale into insignificance com- 
pared with those of his front- 
row rival from Bath, Gareth 
Adams. 

The 26-year-old chemistry 
student from Yorkshire an- 
nounced his premature retire- 
ment from the game after 
receiving medical advice from 
two specialists. Adams missed vir- 
tually the whole of last season be- 
cause of a serious neck injury and 
the condition has flared up again. 

“Both specialists told me 
that the wear and tear of playing 
will only increase the damage 
and the problems of day-to-day- 
living,'’ he said, “If I carried on, 
it might end in paralysis.’’ 

Early in 1995, Adams was 
being fast-tracked into full Eng- 
land contention. A lightweight 
in physical terms but blessed 
with superior handling skills 
and a sharp opportunist brain. 
He played his early rugby as an 
open-side flanker and was re- 
garded as a sevens specialist. De- 
spite that he won two England 
A caps and was good enough to 
keep Graham Dawe, a World 
Cup booker, out of Bath’s cup 
final side against Wasps. 

“Even before I changed from 
flanker to hooker I knew 1 had 
a weakness, but 1 wouldn't have 
done all I've done in the game 
had I not switched’' be said. 

“The surgeons gave me a 
dean bill of health last year and 
considered me fit enough to re- 
sume playing, so it's a bit of a 
shock to be told not to play any 
contact sport at all. It is hard to 
take and is bound to get worse 
as the weeks go by and I find 
myself going shopping on a 
Saturday instead of playing." 

All of which puts Moore's dif- 
ficulties into perspective. A 
veteran of two Lions tours and 
64 England internationals, “the 
Pitbull" is considering an appeal 
against the two month suspen- 
sion dished out by the former 
Rugby Football Union presi- 
dent, Dennis Easby, who made 
his judgement after watching 
video evidence pf Moore’s tap 
dance routine on the back of 
Dave Baldwin, the Sale lock. 

Unusually. Moore declined to 
comment on the length of the 
ban so Ben Clarke, an old Eng- 
land team-mate and current 
captain of Richmond, took up 
the cudgels on his behalf 
'Richmond are very disap- 
pointed with this verdict,” he 
said. “We hoped Brian's send- 
ing off would be regarded as suf- 
ficient punishment. We lost the 
match at Sale without turn and 
his dismissal may well have 
cost us progress in the cup." 

Meanwhile, the United 
States named Brian Hightower 
as their one new cap for the 
international with Wales in 
Cardiff tomorrow. The intro- 
duction of the left wing, who 
turns out for the colourfully- 
oamed Gentlemen of Aspen 
club, means that the eight 
home-based Eagles just out- 
number the seven who play 
their club rugby in Britain. 

Dan Lyle, the Bath forward, 
will captain the side from the 
blind-side flank while Read- 
ing, Blackbeath, Bridgend and 
Pontypridd all contribute play- 
ers to the line-up. 

Neil Jenkins has withdrawn 
from the Whies side with flu and 
is replaced at full-back by 
Cardiff's Justin Thomas. 

US EMXZS N WtfOT, CartUT Ann P»K to- 
marrow): N WBm (Gentlemen of Aspen); 

V Antoni (Yantossi, RTaidHs (Life CoBn&). 

M Schwrenfcorg (ReadTp. B HgMmer (Gsn- 
itemeri of Aspen); M Alexander (Denver Bar- 
banans). A H a cfi Mat (Reading!: ft Lahner 
IBUiheatfTj, T BShps (Bfe**heWi>, B Lb Owe 
(Gentlemen of Aspen), C Votf (Bridgend), A 
Parker (Gentleman of Aspen), D lyto (Bath, 
capo. B Lumkong (Pontypridd]. J Wfcsnoa 
(Belmont Shore). Replacements: C Ufepert 
(Ruaiyi. S ABan (RugtM. J Writer (Qentto- 
men of Aspen). B Howard (Life Cafegri £ 
Schram (OMBAO. C Morrow (Gentleman 0* 
Aspen). 

Tait recalled 
by Scotland 

Alan Tait, the former Great’ - 
Britain rugby league full-back, 
returns to the international 
rugby union arena on 17 Janu- 
ary when he plays for Scotland 
A against Wales A. 

The 32-year-oid Newcastle 
centre was capped eight times 
by Scotland in 1987 and 1988 
before turning professional with 
Widnes. 

Doug Morgan, the Scotland A 
manager, said: “He has made the ■ 
transition from league to union 
very welL Alan will bring physi- 
cal strength to the midfieki" 

There are six senior caps tn - 
the side - Thit, Andy Nicol Pe- -' 
ter Wright, Stewart Campbell,' 
Eric Peters and Carl Hogg. 
Scotland A team. Digest, 
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New car fires Hill’s optimism and ambition 


Motor racing 


DERICK ALLSOP 


Unio n 

hew in 


diMrs. tr.£S-r *-. 

1 hinw!:*, 


ipiaua r»i ff -ht 

-1 


alter p-v 1 


J - 

• P£:kir -..n 


in- 
: Kl-.h. 


iiiir,. -v. . A 

•u-uln,rr..R,^ 


He marched into the haU a mite 
starchily behind a brass band 
andstood uneasily beneath the 
explosion of bangers and 
sparklers, before completing 
the rehearsed ritual by declar- 
ing, . “something's missing,” 
60 m his new car. At which point 
the offending cover was peeled 
away to reveal the world cham- 
pion s No 1. 

Damon Hill and his new ear, 
the TWR Arrows- Yamaha, 
were on public display for the 
first time at the Aulosport In- 
ternational Show at the NEC. 


Birmingham, and he duly made 
ull the other noises required on 
these occasions. 

Optimism continued to 
shower the stage long after the 
firecrackers were spent, and 
Hill lit up his little speech about 
“state of the an machinery" by 
describing it as a "sexv little 
number," which excited' him. 

Hill s world has been in a 
state of excitement since his ti- 
tle success with Williams and he 
m understandably carter to get 
down to work. It remains to be 
seen whether reality will be as 
stimulating. 

Arrows have yet to win a 
grand prix and, even with the 
leadership of Tom WaJkinshaw, 
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Harry Mullan reports from Boston on a 
world title fight for a popular Irishman 
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V\feyne McCullough is assured of 
a warm welcome when he dips 
through the ropes in Boston to- 
morrow night to challenge Mex- 
ican veteran Daniel Zaragoza for 
the Wbdd Boxing Council super- 
bantamweight title. 

Ills dty has always cherished 
its Irish fighters, and the man 
fibm the ShankhiU Road is mere- 
ly the latest in a long line which 
starts with John L Sullivan and 
embraces an assortment of Celtic 
heroes from Jim Maloney, who 
had three heavyweight blood- 
curdlers with Jack Sharkey in 
1924-25, to Kevin Finnegan, who 
twice battled Marvin Hagler in 
1978. And, of course, there was 
the most successful exile of all - 


: t*:.. 

-r : - - 


The Evander Holyfield-Mike 
lyson Wsrid Boxing Association 
he av ywdght title re-matefa could 
be staged as early as April, ac- 
cording to promoter Don King. 
Butdates in May and June are 
also on King's agenda for what 
wffl undoubtedly prove to be the 
richest fight in boxing history. 


• • 


■••o : \ 


r ' .*»:*• 


j*- — r 


.1 R 


-T: - ' 
-- \ic- 


Dubliner Steve Collins, who 
learned his trade in Hagler's 
iso well that he subsequent- 
wori two World Boxing Or- 
ganisation titles. 

Bnt Sullivan, the old roister- 
ing hard case, remains the de- 
finitive fighting Irishman, even 
though it is close to a century 
since his last contest Boston was 
his home town, as it was for so 
many of the sons and daughters 
of the emigrants who fled the 
. Great Hunger, and the town still 
echoes with his footsteps. 

Boston was designed for han- 
som cabs and pedestrians, and 
it is slill possible to retrace Sul- 
livan's steps along Concord 
Street, where he fust went to 
school, or to the Dudley Street 
Opera House where he found 
his true vocation on the night 
when he went on stage in re- 
sponse to a challenge from a 
touring brawler called Scannel 
and, donning gloves for the first 
time, knocked the unfortunate 
pug into the orchestra pit. 

Sullivan's mother had eccle- 
siastical ambitions for the boy, 
but dreams of a dog collar were 
quickly crushed by John s im- 


mediate success in the ring. Af- 
ter beating the Tipperary man 
Paddy Ryan to become 
bareknuckle champion of the 
world, Sullivan cashed in on his 
popularity by opening up his 
own saloon. He made a mortal 
enemy of Queen Victoria by 
inviting her son Bertie, the 
Prince of Whies, to “look me up 
tuiy lime you are in Boston and 
I'll see you are treated right”. 

Sullivan’s excesses were even- 
tually curbed by his second wife. 
Kate Harkm. He renounced the 
drink so enthusiastically that he 
was much in demand as a tem- 
perance lecturer but the refor- 
mation came too late: he was 
already afflicted with the sclerosis 
which killed him in 1918. James 
J Corbett, who had taken his ti- 
tle in the first gloved champi- 
onship fight, wept at his funeral. 

Kevin Finnegan. London- 
born of Irish parents, had a gory 
evening here in 1978 when he 
took on Hagler in the Boston 
Garden. Hagler, a frightening 
shaven -skulled black man. was 
loathed by the essentially racist 
Boston establishment Finnegan, 
always cut prone, sustained the 
worst wound of his career in the 
early rounds, 3 split on the 
cheekbone which required al- 
most 50 stitches to dose. 

“It fell as if I had been hit 
with an axe," he told me at the 
lime. But being the battler he 
was. he fought on for round af- 
ter bloody round, until finally at 
the end of the sixth, be spoiLed 
from the corner of his one 
functioning eye the Commission 
doctor climbing the ring steps 
to inspect the injury. 

Kevin composed what re- 
mained of his face into an ap- 
propriate expression of 
disappointment and indigna- 
tion. fully expecting the doctor 
to say. “Sorry Finnegan the cut’s 
loo bad the fight' s over". Instead 
he leaned over and muttered in 
Finnegan’s ear: “Kevin you can 
lick this son of a bitch. Give it 
one more round." 

When the blood starts flow- 
ing tomorrow night, as it as- 
suredly will given Zaragoza’s 
gory history, the Mexican need 
not expect such encourage- 
ment against an Irish opponent 


Athletics 

JacWeJoyner-Kefsee the Amerexmheo- 
tathlete. is id abandon ner beskeawn 
. career to return to the track, bmnrimS 
with the Mill rose Games on 7 Febru- 
ary 
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Basketball 

Wfc Boston 107 San Anun>s>B3j 

Hocun 81: BiiaWttjna 93 Mas UA. w^_ 

Avon 115 Pwww U3: Scan* iCS; 


Mfe.'aiAte 119 uteri 112. PontenOSl Mwrre B5; 
G^^sajie ■* vancouvei left W laws 101 
Craiwe 37 

BUDWEISERUMSUCCrJa'Paeeo 75 Shots* 
ShafU 81. 

MENS EURO LEAGUE SbowI pro«a*W 
n-md; Group F: lifter So» Hurt 73CfionoS»- 
SSpKAM>7t. Group G: Oynemo Moscow 88 

pana'ftnail'OS I&o 81. 
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IfASUE OF WALES: Inter 

fflty (7J0»: Newtown v Uansamttiad jww. 

FM HARP LAGS? CUP 

ton AFC; waertort v Monaffw" '- lu - 

Basketball 

BSTJHBSra®: 

. Tours v Lficester Ridersi8.0|. 




Other sports 

OARIS: Embasy WwM cnamp«xi6h>P 'F« n - 
Green, Surrey!. .^gnmna 

TUIETSORS: Engjsh OP 611 


Bobsleigh 

SSS’i™ sSSosar: 2 Cpi & Rchawison IRAFI 

ritonroRMl 2.01.610: 3 2U L Raberts 
a C nvowe. no Bee me 

2.03.470. 


Baxu^ 

A Wish court yesw^ay 
a suspended two-year jail serffintt and 
a £ 4,200 fine to the heavyweight box- 
er Andrew Gotota. Golota. pursuing Ws 
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the much vaunted introduction 
of Bridgestone tyres, the Pre- 
mier Division of Formula One 
remains an exclusive club and 
extremely difficult to penetrate. 

Undaunted, driver and boss 
talked of potential, podium fin- 
ishers and the possibility of 
victories before the end of the 
coming season, but away from 
the pomp and ceremony. Hill 
was circumspect. 

The 3b -year-old Englishman, 
who will be partnered by 
Brazil's Pedro Diniz. said: “1 
think it would be remarkable to 
win a race this year and I'm not 
cxpcciing it to happen. I’m just 
hoping it might. 

“It's not impossible, but 


there's no way I'm going to en- 
joy the level of success 1 had last 
season. This is going to be a very 
different experience for me, a 
very rude awakening. 1 won't 
have a clear road ahead of 
me." 

Work on the car was held up 
for a month to accommodate 
Hill's long lej 5 » and famously big 
feel. WaJkinshaw said: “l didn't 
realise he had size 117:. Bui it 
was worth the effort and in- 
vestment to make him com- 
fortable.” 

Hill confirmed: “It fits like a 
glove.” He said also: “111 be glad 
when all the talking is over. I saw 
the finished car for the first time 
at 12.51) last night and it looks 


very neat. Bui it's only when we 
get to work that well know how 
good it is." 

Hill and his team have justtwo 
months to prepare their “sexy lit- 
tle number" for the opening per- 
formance in Melbourne on 9 
March. The first test, scheduled 
for SQverstone today, has been 
put back to next midweek be- 
cause of the weather, and then 
the revamped team heads for 
Jerez and serious work. 

Walkinshaw maintains that 
the combination of Hill's pace 
and experience, and the po- 
tential of Bridgestone, make 
“pulling off one or two wins," 
the realistic objective. “Damon 
is one of the two fastest drivers 


in the world," be said. “Tm not 
dreaming." 

He did, however, concede: 
“The honeymoon is over. The 
first six months are going to be 
very hard. When 1 took over 
Benetton it was a shambles so 
1 am under no illusion as to the 
amount of effort required. This 
was worse by a country mile. But 
we made Benetton a good and 
competitive team, and that is 
our aim here." 

While Hill has a job and a 
season to look forward to. his 
compatriot Man in Brundlc 
must contemplate alternative 
employment. He has lost his 
place at Jordan-PCugeoi to Gi- 
ancarlo Fisichella, the 23-vear- 


old Italian, who will partner Ralf 
Schumacher, the two-time 
world champion's brother. 

Brundle. 37. insisis ihai de- 
cision docs not mean the end of 
his raring career, defiantly ur«- 
iog: “Don’t write me off.” a 

In the meantime he ma\ 
have to settle for a consultan- 
cy and testing package and 
commentating with ITV. 

Brundle has been busy ad- 
vising on modifications m the Sd- 
verstone circuit, and promises 
the slow complex has been 
turned into a flowing drhine test. 
S Ovens one’s grand prix track has 
been resurfaced using laser 
beam cquipmem. in their 1 ;h l -m 
O n improvement scheme. 


Lindsay 
in strong 
field for 
Tote post 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADFIELD 


Tables for one with a potential feast on the menu 



Warming up for a trip to the Crucible: Challengers in the qualifying 
tournament for the Embassy World Snooker Championship, which 
starts in April in Sheffield, make their final preparations in the 
practice area at the Norbeck Castle, Blackpool, yesterday. 

On the other side of the partition, a man who went right to the top of 


the snooker world in his heyday, Alex Higgins, was belying his “Hurricane” 
sobriquet by grinding out a 6-3 advantage over Darren Limburg in his best- 
of-19-frames first-round match. The former world champion produced only 
one break over 30 - a run of 47 - and took 3hr lTmin in buBding his lead 
in the opening session Photograph: Peter Jay 


The games chief executive. 
Maurice Lindsay, may -‘wiieh 
horses tn his other great sport- 
ing love. The Racing P.tsi ha.s 
named Lindsay, in charge o| 
rugbv league since WM2. js a 
runner for the position of chair- 
man of the line - a *'75.t N M per 
annum job that will be vacated 
by Lord Wyatt in April. 

He is said to have been int-er- 
\ tewed for the piM although he 
can be considered an outsider 
in j tielJ which includes iwi> 
lords, two knighLs - one of 
them a Tory MP - and the for- 
mer Kiss of the hugelv suc- 
cess! ul Royal Hong Kong 
Jockey Club. 

Lindsav s own racing cre- 
dentials are more modest. He 
has held h vikm.iking interests 
since l H75 - indeed, he has 
faced recurring criticism in rug- 
by league over his reluctance To 
give up those intercsis-and has 
had a share in various horses. 

In rugby league, he made his 
name as the \ ice-chairman and 
then chairman of Wigan, taking 
most of the credit lor trans- 
forming them from comatose 
giants to the most successful 
club in the world. 

He has found his four years 
in charge of the British game as 
a whole a more intractable 
proposition. Lindsay has court- 
ed controversy at home and 
abroad by brokering the £ 8 "m 
dcalwiih'Rupeit Murdoch that 
created Super League and sum- 
mer rugby. 

Lindsay has recently seen 
his power base compromised by 
the desire of the 12 Super 
League dubs for greater au- 
tonomy. They appointed their 
own chief executive, the former 
Daily Mirror managing editor. 
Colin Mvler, at the end of last 
year. 

In a brief statement yesterday 
he argued that being linked with 
the Tote chairmanship was a 
compliment to rugby league. 


Students achieve lift-off at Apollo Week 


As an introduction to life on the 
European Tour, the Apollo 
Week Training School is un- 
representative in one regard. It 
is an all-cxpenses-paid trip and 
that wifl not happen again to the 
27 graduates of the Challenge 
Tour and the Qualifying School 
until they make the Ryder Cup 
team or become such a super- 
star that they do not gel out of 
bed without the lure of sub- 
stantial appearance money. 

The first-class treatment has 
included staying at San Roque, 
where both the European and 
American teams will slay when 
the Ryder Cup is played at 
neighbouring Valderrama in 
September. Given the incessant 
ram on the Costa del Sol, the 
only major expense has been 
that incurred at the bar. 

Dedicated practice range 
ball-beaters the class of ’97 
may be. but they still enjoy a 
drink. This is not like the old 
days, though. “There are not as 


many guys still at the bar at 
midnight,” Joe Higgins said. At 
37. Higgins is almost old 
enough to be a father to some 
of the younger tour newcomers. 

In less than grand days. 
Higgins travelled the tour in a 
caravan with the likes of Ian 
Woosnam. His most financially 
successful year was 1989, when 
he won £19,972, hut it was also 
the year he lost his tour card for 
good. A chance meeting with 
lour player David Wiliams 
rekindled his enthusiasm for the 
tournament scene and a high 
placing on the PGA national or- 
der of merit meant he was ex- 
empt for the Qualifying School. 
He overcame that hunfle but has 
not given up the day job of be- 
ing die pro at Patshull Park. 

“The tour has changed be- 
yond belief in the last eight 
years. Different tour, different 
world," Higgins said. “Everyone 
is more dedicated, fitter and 
they practice more. 1 realise 1 


Andy Farrell reports from Valderrama 
on a golf education for life on tour 


need to improve. I have regrets 
about wasting my talent in the 
past I couldn’t stay away from 
the bar. There is so much time 
to kill. I always said 1*11 just have 
one and then stayed on.” 

The Apollo Week has been 
an eye-opener for Higgins. 
“Even if you have been a pro for 
a long time, and I have been one 
for 21 years, you have missed 
out if you have not been here," 
Higgins said. There is the 
chance to work with top coaches 
John Jacobs, Tommy Horton, 
Denis Pugh and putting spe- 
cialist Harold Swash as well as 
consult psychologists, physio- 
therapists and fitness experts. 
“The good thing is you can do 
as much or as little as you 
want. You can listen to too many 
people," Higgins said. 

Carl Watts, a 25-year-old 


from Shropshire, brought his 
coach along too. “He is helping 
me to pick out the right things 
for my game" said Ifcbtts. an or- 
ganised young man who has kept 
a daily (haiy for future reference. 

While others complain they 
have found it difficult getting 
sponsors - apart from Kalle 
Vhinola who had 12 companies 
chasing the only Finn with a tour 
card - Watts has a detailed port- 
folio to show potential backers. 

“I’m hoping to raise £15,000 
to get me going by staging a golf 
day and inviting local busi- 
nessmen along." said Watts, 
who spent £26,000 in winning 
£28,000 on the Qialieoge Tour 
last season. The investment has 
paid off because be is now 
where he always wanted to be. 
Someone else who knows where 
he is going is Anthony Wall. His 


father is a London cabbie who 
is both Will’s caddie and coach. 

“Dad has been teaching me 
since I was four." said the 21 - 
year-old from Sunningdalc. 
“We talked a lot aK>ut whether 
be should come out on tour with 
me buL I think it is the right 
thing to do. If I’m doing badly, 
it will be nice to have a friendly 
face around. 

“This is what we have worked 
hard to achieve for the last 10 
years. He has given up a lot. He 
always said he would caddie for 
me in my first year on tour.” 

Wall is a former winner of the 
Sunningdale Foursomes, when 
his partner was Steve Webster, 
whose father makes the cabs 
that Wall's dad drives. Webster 
was the star pupil a year ago. 
The leading amateur at the 
1995 Open, he topped the 
Qualifying School and then 
won the Apollo Challenge. The 
success was short-lived and he 
missed the cut in his first nine 


tournaments. Webster had to re- 
new' his card at the School and 
on Tuesday retained his Apollo 
title in wretched conditions at 
Valderrama. shooting a two- 
under 69 to win by three. 

“I have always been a very 
positive player, but 1 lost confi- 
dence last year" he said. "You 
have to pee yourself on tour, 
playing nine events in a row is loo 
many. You can get lost on tour 
playing with your idols each 
week. The year’before I wasplav- 
ing only county golf. 1 have had 
a year's experience and maybe u 
was a good thing io miss ray card. 
I am more positiv e this year." 
■ lan Baker- Finch made a 
miserable return with a five- 
over-par 77 in the first round of 
the Victorian Open in Mel- 
bourne yesterday. Baker-Finch, 
who took six months away from 
tournament play after a suc- 
cession of poor results in recent 
years, is 13 shots behind the 
leader, Stephen Leaney. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Neil Fairtjrother hammered 62 to steer 
Lancashire to 235 for 8. 

Derbyshire have signed the former 
Lecestershre and Somerset all-rounder 
Vince Clarke. The 25-year-old had one 
year with Somerset before sperving two 
seasons at Leicestershire, although he 
dri not figure m tharChamptonsfvp-win- 
ning side last summer. 


SHEFTtELP S+KELP fOrTflitay of faurJ^S^jWcr- 


Western MEUda 180 tor 8 1 __ 

Sown AUes 126. MeBouniK Tmiwwi 250 Mr 
6 10 C Boon 75, S Yburg SO) i Vttona. 


Darts 


EMBASSY WOULD CHAMPKWSMe {Fltnloy 
Gram, Swrey) Second namfc LWBItoco iSco) 
W R Bameved rNoni 3-2. 


Football 

Stockport's postponed Coca-Cola Cup 
quarter-final against Southampton at 
Edgfriey Park will now be played on 
Wednesday 22 January instead of the 
previous evening, and will be screened 
live by Sky Sports. 

COCA-COLA CUP SemMinol *a»: Stoclqwrt 
or Southampton v Mrttfcstmtfi; W«n ® 
iHfwiw « Wmbfcdon- tfnWMM flutes: PrJ 
legs lBor 19FctxvW- SecanflJejpiUral-? 
MarcM. 

The Nationwide Football Leagie Under- 
21 side will take on an Italian Serie B 
l/nder-21 team at Genoa’s Luigi Ferrans 
Stadium on Wednesday 19 February. 


Fife has agyeed to the Republic of Ire- 
land's request for their World Cup qual- 
ifier Bgarnst Liechtenstein in Dublin to 
be brought forward to Wednesday 21 
May from Saturday 7 June. 

The former England defender Paul 
Parker has Joined Fulham, where he 
started his prof essional career, on a 
match-to-match contract. 

Heart of Midlothian have made therr Ital- 
ian defender Pasquale Bruno available 
on a free transfer. 

Hibernian have appointed their fbmter 
captain Jackie McNamara as thor new 
assistant manager, ending a four-year 
exile from the game. 

Clydebank wffl stage their Tenrerrcs Scot- 
tish Cup third-round tie against Celtic 
on Sunday 26 January at Firiwll Park, 
Parbck Thistle's ground. 

The Ipswich Town chairman David 
Sheepshanks has been elected as the 
new chairman of the recently-recon- 
stituted nine-man Football League 
board. 

FA CAJtLMG HKMEASMf 1 Fbflura i j i mgni- 
Md 13 Frt: Derby v Seftefcl WWnfS»#y ffwn 
1 .tail. Son 18 M*r CnteM v Simenono man 
s m JS tun. MM 19 Man Ctairea v soinomp- 
ten (from WoJ 39 Jam. Sia 6 Apr Uwrpcd « 
Corarmy ifrom Sat 5 ten. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Fixture 
ctmtfBK Tuo 1* late Cokfesta v Wham (Awn 
Jve 11 Fttv. Tub 21 tec P oM ponad: » F»- 
wwwufltv SM 26 ime Poopmad: Smewtuy 
vP9taitmui0i Mon 27 Jan: Urn* wafcrd man 


Sun X Jan). Tiw 4 Fab: CotCtoMBr * Lawon Oh 
ent (from 1 Jon). Tim 4 Hr. Biemtfbrt « l*y»ml>e 
Horn 1 Jen. Ika U Mk Srowan v Mnmr 
Ctty (tom 1 jsn); * VKfeaD fflwr a JSrw. 

TVa IS Ape Branford v CntacteM r*em ream. 

Aim) WINDSCREENS SHKLD Mm ehafflas: 
Th 21 Jan: MorThampuri v Uttm; Torn v Preston 
ifrotft from 7 Jan). 

GM VA1D04ALL CONFERENCE: Pnatponad: To- 
morrow: Dciivr v Soumpxl fttneen prtcnL 


dnver Alain Menu, runner-up m the 
championship m 1995 and last yeat 


14 Jan- PoMponatf: wammen v IwncstDn. Wed 
12 Fob: AHon tomrs v Mar. Saanraer « Swn- 
houMftlW l&atfr from KW 15 Janf. 


Golf 

VOORM OPEN (UcBouna) LaaiSngBntTOWI 


Rugby Union 

SCOTLAND A {v Wales A. MorrayfMd. 17 Jaty 
nary): D J 1 m .Wlaomars ,; J M Craig TiVeSt of 
ScoUantfl. A V TBit :riw^KSe). P f Rouso 
[Dundee HSFP). I C Oaagnw >H«rWs FP): D W 
Hodga (Wasansra'. A D Weal i&r.-n; a Ora- 
tion iTWwcssboi, 8 J B rn t nam a n p |Uw«*i. 
P H wngbt (McXtt*'. S J CampboO VdriMi. 
S Or itaa a '•. v aser a a.-^i. E w Patera iBaffi'. C 
D Hogg Mom. CWj. S D HoBnaa 'London 
Scooov. RapiaeeBMRtK S D tang iHerat's FPi. 


win the 800m freestyle by more than 
nine seconds from Jure Bucar of Slove- 
nia at the World Cup short-course meet- 
ing tn Peking. 

WORLD CUP SHORT-COURSE SERIES (PeWngJ: 
Man (latoctarQ: 800ra fraostvte II Vwstn iCfli 
7.55.04: 2 J Bucar iSiowni a 04 60: 3 Xm taitang 
tCnmci 8.10.18. 


NEW ZEALAND M0TS OPEN lAucMnnd} Sec- 
ond raund: J BbMma-i iS»*l w f Ruud .No*' o- 
O 7 5: M Ffrcs ,0»ie> M J Taran£> .US' 6-3 6-4, 
j-MGamaii USi K ClVmdnif .IS' 5-7 6-2 7- 
6: MOndmflO 'SAi tr r. mcora iSkhJH 3 6 6- 

TASMANIAN WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL (Ho- 
bart) Quarter-finals: M IVCCtS-L-.-nme.^ 'US' M 


etatedfc 6* S Leanry. « 

1 tan. «8 B 


W 8 Wefefc (Hewd-t. D W Pattaraon [Heron 
Fpl. CO Mother fttSBonsrar. J J Maneon iSv- 
'■njfl. G C DuU n c fr iWm! if Sso2w. 


P Dmer^ori iNJi. 87 R MvOaOi. S 
lamp. G " 

IG8I.72S 

er (GB1. 77 1 Bauer- Finch (Ausi 


Oawy. i Rnce. Sat a ct ed: 71 G Ews 
3 Jaoaui 'OBI, S Cage iGBL W M Csrv- 


Hockey 

FOUR-NATION TOURNAMENT (Mala Unguft 
Masvoii 5 Sirtairtanfl X Stum Kona 5 Beipum 
2. 


Ice bodkey 


NHL New Jersey 1 Cowaoo i ffld; w RangBn 
3 Tampa Bay 4; Ch>c3& 4 Edmomnn 1; Dgfla$ 
6 Octroi 3; Anaheon 3 Honda 2. 


Motor racing 

Britain's Jason Plato has been chosen 
as the second driver for the Williams 
Renault team lor this year's Auto Trad- 
er RAC Touring Car Champronship. The 
28-year-oidwiB race atongsde the SmS5 


Sailktg 

ChrfstDpne Au®n. tf»e runaway leader 
of the Verafee Giobe singte-handed non- 
stop round-the-world race, was due to 
round Cape Horn last night and start 
the fnal push up the Adamic to the fin- 
ish m Le$ Sables (TCXonne, France. He 
Is a week ahead of schedule to beat 
the 109-day record. 

South Africa is expected to announce 
neff week its first challenge for the Wiit- 
bread Race, but usjnga 1993-94 boat 
rather than building a new craft. 


Table tennis 

Darren Blake, 20, from Croydon, was 
the only Bn ton to win his way mto the 
main men's singles competition of the 
English Open at Kettenng. starting to- 
day. His vital round-robin second stage 
victory was against Sasa Jghjatowc. of 
Slovenia, 21 19. 8-2L 21-12. 21-U. 


Wang Sfri-rng lTjii GO: U Etj» ‘JaMfli M 
a EBnooa iAusi 5-6 6- J ti-r: D \ar Rios -Bi-i, 


nlLtwa iiiRnuS- 0 1 -Of. EC'iisnsiBe*' 
W A-GSvfoi -F.-i 6-3 3-<5 o-O. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


lenids 


Swimming 

Britain's lan Wilson, who finished sec- 
ond m Wednesday s men's 400 metres 
freestyle, went or* better ysterday to 


AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Motxxjrnc): (kjaMfifroC first 
id (Beteetfflft A RcikHflson iGS- w N tosh iAu5> 
63 6-2: M Reicfev iGB' K h Ewww ldr> 
&-4 4-R J DOgXB lOfir Cl M Kpj&m, [Ili 63 6-0. 
SVDHDT WIHWAJWWL Man's alogles qaor- 
ter-fln»‘* G tanccvs iCraoi o* 3 Siwc (Aui: 

6- 4 6-C; C Moya IS&) M P Ratter lAuV 7-6 6-3; 

t He-roan iGBi n A O’Brien lUSi 1-6 i -6 6-fr; 
ACOJB (Sol !H 8 BMA i&t>) 6-J&2 Women* 
M^hts quartar-finalK V nnyi ’S*.n m Y Ba 
ajhj imnani 7-6 C-l: > CopraO, (US* or AFraM 
(USi 6-a 6L « J Fcrunotf lUSi n I iDoji 

7- 5 &d; L CSwenoon iUS> i4i on N Earwrocu 
Jroan> 6-3 5-7 6-1. 

COLOMAL CLASSIC (MoBmmw) SwnMInaiK 

M Cnarfl iUSi ol B Bodwr :Ger 2-G 6-5 7 6. 
Unonr pinyorts: M Seen ifcr. Di J Coumi iUS, 
6-4 63; A frMvcdn {UlitJ w 3 Orapt : iAu,t 6 
J63. 


1,200 


The number of athletes from 
30 countries who have en- 
tered the first European In- 
door Athletics Championships 
for veteran competitors at the 
National Indoor Arena in 
Birmingham from 28 Febru- 
aiy to 2 March. 
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How 


many reasons do you need to try Nicobrevin? 

I I I CX 1 / r£) _ r<=vi< jc support for these who went to give WE. '.mckir.R. It does NOT contain Nicotine & is non habit forming. 


Nicobrevin b available from 
larger “Boots the Chemists' 
& local Chemists. 
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New face for '97 

Emile Heskey has the world 
at his feet says Phil Shaw, page 28 


Punters back 


Robson and 


Beardsley 


Football 


ALAN NIXON 


Bobby Robson has joined Ken- 
ny Dalglish in the jostle to be- 
come manager of Newcastle 
United, following the sudden 
resignation uf Kevin Keegan. 

The 63-year-old former Eng- 
land manager, now coaching 
Barcelona, yesterday emerged 
as a leading contender in a parik- 
age with the Newcastle captain. 
Peter Beardsley, as his assistant 
and eventual successor. One 


leading bookmaker was forced 
to close iis books cm Beardsley 
after a flurry of bets. 

Robson is finding the going 
tough in his first'season at 
Barcelona where the pressure 
to win the title is even greater 
than at Newcastle. The chance 
to return to his native North- 
east for one last hurrah before 
he retires has its appeal. 

A Robson- Beardsley part- 
nership has some credence. 
The pair worked well together 
for England and have remained 
friends. Against the proposal is 


Graham goes Dutch 
to stiffen defence 


RUPERT METCALF 


George Graham, like most of 
his Premiership colleagues, has 
had to look abroad to strength- 
en his squad. The Leeds Unit- 
ed manager yesterday paid the 
Dutch club Yblcndam £Im for 
their 6ft 3in 27-year-old centre- 
half. Robert Molenaar. 

It is only Graham's second 
signing since replacing Howard 
Wilkinson at Elian d Road - he 
bought the Norwegian defend- 
er Gunnar Halle for £600.000 
from Oldham Last month. “He 


players' agents in order to raise 
their clients’ value. 

Ferguson is keen on the Rea] 
defender Fernando Hierro. He 


told a Spanish newspaper: 

like a lot 


[Molenaar J can play as a sweep- 
er or a marker/' Graham said. 


"He has a couple of coaching 
badges, so he can understand 
different systems." 

Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manager, has 
dismissed speculation linking 
him with a move for the Real 
Madrid strikers, Davor Suker 
and Predrag Mijatovic. claiming 
the rumours were started by the 


“He’s a player that we I 
for his flexibility and character 
on the field. The only problem 
is that Real don't want to sell 
him." Rea] Madrid are signing 
the Milan full-back Christian 
Panucci for around £3m. 

David May will play for Man- 
chester United at Tottenham on 
Sunday after a hernia operation, 
due this week, was delayed. Two 
players who did have hernia op- 
erations yesterday and will be 
out for at least a month were 
Aston Villa's Mark Draper and 
Derby’s Igor Stimac. 

West Ham have completed 
the sale of their Romanian in- 
ternational midfielder Ilie Du- 
mitrescu to the Mexican club, 
America. for£lm. Manchester 
City have sold their German 
full-back Michael Fronizeck to 
Freiburg for £250,000. 


Robson's length of time out of 
English club footbalL a stretch 
of 15 years, and Beardsley’s in- 
experience. 

Rumours are such on Tyne- 
side that Newcastle represen- 
tatives were reportedly in 
Spain talking to Robson yes- 
terday. However, a Barcelona 
spokesman. Jose Miguel Peres, 
said: “Mr Robson is manager 
of Barcelona and he will stay 
at the club for the next two 
years of his contract. We are 
not expecting any changes." 

Elsewhere, the Newcastle 
chairman. Sir John HalL who 
has been in Spain on holiday 
since the new year, was said tb 
be meeting Jo’hn Toshack, an- 
other exile in charge of De- 
portivo La Coruna, in Marbeila. 
The 47-year-old Toshack, whose 
contract expires in June, denied 
he was speaking to anyone. 

Dalglish's cause is being 
been pushed by his allies, head- 
ed by his foriner Liverpool 
team-mate, Alan Hansen. "This 
should not be a time of mourn- 
ing in Newcastle," he said. “If 
thev get Kenny as manager he 
will win them trophies." When 
Hansen speaks about his friend 
it is normally with his approvaL 

The speed of Keegan's exit 
has thrown everyone. Dalglish 
has just started work for the 
Rangers' chairman , David Mur- 
ray, in PR, but his credentials 

- championships as manager 
with Liverpool and Blackburn 

- remain better than any of his 
rivals for the post. 

Backing for Beardsley's ele- 
vation saw William Hill cut his 
price from 14-1 before closing 
their book. One punter placed 
£1,000 at 8-1. Graham Sharpe, 
a Hills spokesman, said: “We 
are of the opinion that there are 
now certain people out there 
who know more than we do 
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ACROSS 

I Presumably the aristocracy 
get ’flu instead! (6, 4) 

8 Verminous creature brutal- 
ly torn away after nipping 
toddlers extremity (6,3) 

9 Friend embracing upper- 
class man 14) 

10 Arrivals favoured Prance 
and the light in old Italy 
!?> *■ . 

II Some precipitate soldiers 
in a parachute landing (S) 

13 Consumption: a kilo to the 


19 African soldier to enquire: 
“Like the desert, endless?" 


«5) 


middle of winter (6) 

ed lingo in- 


21 Former legislator, mostly 
fat. embracing E nglis h 
model (8) 

23 Heads of some cute hunks 
trimmed according to plan 
( 6 ) 

25 Piano tune for duo (4) 

26 Trendy college cheers 
Shakespearean queen (9) 

27 Desire full changes in 
heraldic emblem (5. 2, 3) 


14 Badiy-construet 
complete - word for 
“petrol container" needed 
(5-3) 

17 Thar man embraced by 
one novice is not a good 
example to follow (8) 


DOWN 


1 Hack a hunk off in prepar- 

'(9) 


ing for this festival (9" 
Extra choice for capital in 


Middle East (4) 

I - a Scot 


Scots food - a Scot some- 
how devours fish, taking 
head off (8) 


4 Chicken? It’s roughly 
horse, mostly (5) 

5 RA cult developed about 
European painter s name, 
in pan (7) 

6 Cow I had brought in dose 
(TO) 

7 Favouring healthy gain (6) 

12 Copper going round in 

fear, climbing hilly walk ( 7, 
3) 

15 A source so refined, like a 
flower (9) 

16 Swathed women read 
about most of them (8) 

18 Item of pedicure work en- 
thralling girl (7) 

20 A positive vote given to 
you? Yes (3, 3) 

22 Superdupe r hiding-place 
for what s lost to view? (5) 

24 Stone work on a cathe- 
dral’s base (4) 


sport 


FRIDAY 10 JANUARY 


Irish challenge 

Harry Muiian on Wayne McCullough's 
world title pursuit in Boston, page 29 








Beauty in the eye of world title hoi 



Thinking of No 1: Damon Hill poses beside the brand-new TWR Arrows -Yamaha which bears the world champion's number at its unveiling at the 
Autosport international Show at the National Exhibition Centre, in Birmingham, yesterday Photograph: Dayid Ashdown l/> 


Ashton takes Irish coaching post 


i VJ 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


The mere thought of being 
asked to help England chart a 
course through the choppy wa- 
ters of the five Nations Cham- 
pionship is clearly enough to 
make strong men go weak at the 
knees. Less than 24 hours after 
Jack Rowell the national coach, 
threatened Brian Ashton, an old 
comrade from his days at Bath, 
with a place in his Twickenham 
think tank, Ashton yesterday ac- 
cepted a post as Ireland’s coach- 
ing adviser. 

A year ago. the idea that it 
might he easier to squeeze the 
best out of Ireland rather than 
their big-island neighbours 
would have been laughable, 
but England’s performance 
against Argentina last month - 
and particularly that of their 
back division, for whom Ashton 


would have taken considerable 
responsibility had Rowell man- 
aged to beat the Irish to his ser- 
vices - changed all thaL 

Ashton severed his seven- 
year association with Bath on 
Monday after a prolonged dis- 
pute with the club's new man- 
agement board: poorly paid in 
comparison to even the lesser 
lights on the playing staff, he was 
even more frustrated by his 
lack of influence on a wide 
range of rugby issues. Thai is not 
a problem he is likely to face 
with the Irish who badly need 
an inventive tactical thinker to 
restore credibility and confi- 
dence after their embarrassing 
37-29 defeat against Italy in 
Dublin last weekend. 

The resignation of the New 
Zealander. Murray KickL left the 
way clear for Ashton's appoint- 
ment. Although he has agreed 
only a short-term deal to cover the 
forthcoming championship, it is 


perfectly possible that the 49-year- 
old schoolmaster from Lan- 
cashire will be asked to lay the 
foundations for Irelands World 
Cup campaign in two years’ time. 

"I’m delighted that this has 
come about.” he said yesterday. 
“For a start, it was important to 
find myself a job. I have fami- 
ly responsibilities to think about 
and having resigned my post at 
Bath. I was as worried about the 
future as any other unemployed 
person. People kept telling me 
it wouldn't be long before some- 
thing turned up and they have 
been proved right, but it was still 
of deep concern to me. 

‘ This is a big lask - an open- 
ing international against the 
French in eight days' time is not 
the easiest of starts - but I am 
absolutely enthralled at the 
prospeci.'As I understand il Til 
be involved in selection, al- 
though 7 must admit that I'll be 
fairly passive in rhat role for a 


little while because I know so 
little about the players con- 
cerned. I haven't kept ia dose 
touch with Irish rugby in the 
past and while Fve run the rule 
over some of their players in a 
dub context, it has always been 
to work out ways of beating 
them rather than helping them 
fulfil their potential. 

“1 think the Irish could do 
with some sorting out behind the 
scrum, but there is no shortage 
of talent in the country. They 
have been very useful indeed at 
Under-21 and Under-19 level of 
late and I see it as part of my job 
to make sure those players de- 
velop into strong international 
performers.’’ 

The partnership between 
Ashton and Mike Brewer, the 
former All Black flanker who 
was working alongside Kidd 
until this week's outbreak of 
head-rolling, should give the 
Irish their soundest tactical base 


in a generation. ‘Thad aJo^ 
conversation with Mike earlier, 
this week and I must say that I 
have seldom struck sac& a chord 
with anyone,’’ Ashton said, O : 

Ireland's match against Eng- 
land in Dublin on 15 February 
now takes on a wiwtenertvper-:. 
spective. Ashton’s : detaatS- - 
knowledge ofa hadcdiviabpliSiif. 
tytobedomi 
ere. makes Rowell’s job - 
more ctifficulL “I’m a patriotic 
Lancastrian and Englis£man,‘s0. 
it will be odd to coach ateamyKth 
the aim of beating ray own tsbtnir 
try,” he said. “Bui for thegtiripd 
ox the Five Nations. I ainasgreco 
as any Irishman inxu^jrfnat^^: 

As Jon Sleigh thohne^thfe 
England wing whose 'Ca!ree*j. 
blossomed under Astnen^tster 
lage at Bath, admitted jtfcfcf- 
day: “I've always saidltEai 
Bath's loss would be somephe 
else’s gain.” 

Moore banned, page 28 
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Henman shows his pedigree in adversity 
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Tennis 


DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Sydney 


Tim Henman reached his sec- 
ond semi-final in less than a 
week when he recovered from 
a set down to beat American 
Alex O’Brien 1-6, 7-6, 6-4 in the 
Sydney International yesterday. 

Once again the British No 1 
showed ms ability to play well 
in adversity. Having squan- 
dered a 5-2 icad, the second set 
went into a tic-break and at 
3-1 down he appeared to be 
heading for defeat. But he 
reeled off the next six points to 
lake the set. 


It was the second match run- 
ning that Henman had come 
hack from lasing the first seL On 
Tuesday he did the same thing 
in his success against Spain's 
Sergi Bruguera. 

Afterwards Henman played 
down the effects of his hectic 
schedule. “I have played quite 
a few games in the’ last few 
weeks but i still feel full of en- 
ergy. I am definitely feeling fit- 
ter and moving a lot better 
around the court." he said. 

“I was mainly concerned with 


preparations for the Australian 
Open which starts on Monday. 
I only hope 1 can continue wiih 
my form so far.” 

Henman now has to contend 
with the power serving of Goran 
Ivanisevic, who reached the 
semi-finals with a 64. 6-2 win 
over Australian wild-card entry 
Sandon Stolle. Ivanisevic, twice 
runner-up at Wimbledon, told 
reporters he uns anxious to end 
the constant questions sur- 
rounding his failure to win one 
of the four Grand Slam titles. 


•‘Then every time I come to 
the press conference, nobody 
has to ask me, ‘When are you 
going to win a Grand Slam?'" 
he said. 

In the women's event the 
American Jennifer Capriati had 
a 6-4. 6-1 win over her compa- 
triot Amy Frazier. She will 
meet another American, the 
fourth -seeded Lindsay Daven- 
port, in the semi-finals. Dav- 
enport beat Japan's Naoko 
Savva matsu 6-3, 6-7, 6-1. 

Martina Hingis set up the en- 


ticing pro spec 

ati after i 


t of a final with 
beating Jndone- 
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Capriati ; 

sia’s Yayuk Basuki 7-6 6-1. 

■ Michael Chang avenged his 
defeat by Boris Becker in last - ' 
year’s Australian Open finaF 
with a battling win in the Colour 
nial Qassic semi-finals in Mel- 
bourne. He beat the Genhari- 
2-6, 6-4, 7-6. saving three matdi 

B ints in the process. • L.-Jwi- 

Three British players, An-:.* 
drew Richardson; Mart . 

Petchey and Jamie Delgado, all; 
won their first-round matches^ 
in the qualifying competition for; 
the Australian Op«i in Mel- 
bourne yesterday. 

Results, Australian Open seeds,' 
Digest, page 29! 
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